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SOCIETY 



o r 



UNITED IRISHMEN. 



Eaolb, Euftace-ftnet, 9th of Novemher y 1791* 
ATAMEETING 



SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN 



The Hon. SIMON BUTLER in the Chair, 
The following was agreed to 2 



HEN we reflect how often the Freemen 



and Freeholders of Dublin have been convened, 
humbly to exprefs their Grievances to Parliament 
—how often they have folicited the enaction of 
good, and the repeal of bad Laws*— how often, 
for fucceflive years, they have petitioned againft 
the obnoxious and unconftitutional Police Act, 
and how often all thefe applications have been 
treated with the moft perfec\ contumacy and 



or THI 



or 



DUBLIN, 
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conrempt.-^fVVhen thefe fa£ts are brought to it* 
colle&ion, 'is tlfdre an HJneft^Mari ^villOay, that 
the Houfe of Commons have the fmalleft refpeft 
for the People, or believe tfiemfelves their Legi- 
timate Keprefentatives h— The fa£t is,, that the 
great Majority of that Houfe, coniider themfelves; 
asHT>e tUpfe&ift&vfcsjjf jthein Tttoiejr* ^ 
the hired fervants of the Englim -Government, 
whofe Minifter here, is appointed for the fole 
purpofeof dea li n g out <3*myt<m+o them — at the 
txpence of Irifti Liberty, irifh Commerce, and 
Iiifll Improvements— T|iis being the cafe, it na- 
tufalfy Follows, fKat luch Wimtter is not only 
the reprefrbtatjve of the gngbfh ,Views againft 
this Country, W i* "alfb Tfie jblc ^ifrcfenicti-vr 
§f the Teople of Ireland, , To tlucidaie which af- 
fertion, it is only neceflaiy to alk, whether a 
iingle quejjjo/i i* ^P«J p/ this ojAprefled Ration 

can be carried without ills Content?- and 

whether any meafure, Jiowever inimical, may 
not through his influence be effected? 

IN this ftate of aj|jec\ Slaver*, no hope remain* 
for us, but in the fincere and hearty Union of AIL 
tfie People, for a. epmp^eat and, -radical reform ^of 
Parliament; becaufeTtis obvious, thin one Party 
alone f>ave- been ever unable to obtain a fingie 
Blefliifg for their Obiftifry ; Shd : Hfe4 , eKcy <Tf our 
Rulers has been always fucb, as to keep the dif* 
fecent $e&s ; at vii?ia«ce, in which thty 'Jiat e ^c4n 
$t*£ too -well iecomied! by 6<»r 0\v*n fo#y„ 

Fo* dfe at£aiitiae*t thrfn of ibis great *«4 
important ofyl^^-for *t|he,*t*ndva1 of absurd afud 
ruinous diftia^U^iTs-f-ra'n^ for prom«rfki g -a pom - 
£kte Coalition -of t<h* P^D|rfe-^Society has been 
forme4> sotnpofcd -o-f »aH Jtefcgtous tferftaJSoHa, 
whp. adapted 1 f«r flan*,* ! - . , THte 

DUBLIN,-»stad have tafatn as their 
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V J>££. LAJLATIO ft. 

That of tfimilar Society in Belfast, which 
if as fellows : 

•♦.In the prefect great era of reform, when 
^njwiikOovtmixiciite are felling iin every quarter 
-ofrEorope; when religious pertecutten is com- 
pelled to abjure her tyranny over confeience j when 
the Kights ef Menace ofcertaiiied in theory, and 
that theory fubftantiated by pra&ice $ when anti- 
quity cenr no longer defend abford and opprdnve 
forms agaitrft the cpmmon fenfi* and common in- 
here fts of mankind 4 when .all Government is ac- 
knowledged to originate from the People, and to 
be ibiar only obligatory as it protects ttoeir rights 
and ^promotes their welfare ; we think it our duty, 
as Iriihmen, to come forward, and irate what we 
feel to be our heavy grie vance, and what we know 
to be its effectual lewedy. 

We have no National Government — 
"We are ruled by Eng!ilhmen # and the iervants pf 
EngUihttien ; whofe objeft is the intereft of art- 
Other country ; wbofe inftiumeat is corruption 5 
whole fhength is the weaknefs of Ireland ; and 
ihefe men have tlie whole or the power and pa- 
tronage of the Country, as means to ifeduce and 
Subdue the hone% and Abe Ipirtt of her Kepre- 
fentath -*s in the LeginaUtre. Such an extrinhc 
pQwer*fa6Ung with uniform force in a direction 
too frequently oppofite to tlve true line of our ob- 
vious jnterefts, can be reliiied with effeft folety 
by unammiiy^ decifion, end ftirk *$Mu VeopU\ 
qualities which* may be exerted mori fagatyy, conr- 
iiitutionaljy and efticacioufly, by thaP-giteat mea- 
luie effeotial to the proiperity" an.d freedom of 
Ireland, AN EQUAL .REPRESENTATION 
OF. ALL THE PEOPLE IN PAfcLL'IMENT. 

Digitized by 



i 4 ) 

'* We do not here mention as grievances the 
rejection of a Place-Bill, of a Peniion-Bill, of a 
Refponfibility-Bill 5* the fale of Peerages in orie 
Houfej the corruption publickly avowed* in the 
other j nor the notorious infamy: of Borough 
traffic between both; not that we are infenfible 
of their, enormity, but that we confider them as 
but fymptoms of that mortal difeafe, which cor- 
. rodes the vitals of our Conftitution, and leaves 
. to the People in their own Government but the 
Jhadow of a name. < 

Impressed with thefe fentiments we have 
agreed to form an Aflbciation, to be called, THE 
SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN: and we 
do pledge ourfelves to our Country, and mutually 
to each other, that we will fteadily fupport and 
. endeavour by all due means to carry into effect 
the following refolutions : 

" I. Resolved, That the weight of Englifh 
Influence, in the Government of this Countiy, 
is fo great as to require a Cordial Union among 
4LL THE PEOPLF OF IRELAND, to main*, 
fttin that balance which is eflential to the prefer- 
vation of our Liberties, and the extenlion of our 
Commerce. 

" II. That the fole conftitutional mode. Ivy 
which this influence can be oppofed, is by a com- 
pleat and radical reform of the Reprefentation of 
the People in Parliament. 

" III. THATnoReform is practicable, effica- 
cious, or juft, which fhall not include hrijbmen of 
every Religious Perfuaiion. 
« <c Satisfied as we are, that the inteftine di- 
Vifions among Irifhmen, have too often given en- 
couragement and impunity to audacious and cor- 
rupt adminiftrations, in meafitres which, but for 
thefe divifions they duift not have attempted, we 
fubmit our Refolutions to the Nation, a* the bails 
of our Political Faitju f 
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We have gone to what we conceive to be 
£he root of the evil ; we have dated what we con- 
ceive to be the remedy — With a Parliament thus 
reformed, every thing is.eafy; without it, no- 
thing caiv be done, And we da call on, and 
moft earneftly exhort our Countrymen in general 
to follow our example, and form fimjlar focietie* 
in every quarter of the Kingdom for the promo- 
tion of conftitutjonal knowledge, the abolition 
,of bigotry in religion and politics, and the equal 
diftribution of the Rights of Man through all 
Sects and Denominations of Irifhmep. 

" The People when thus collefted will feel 
their own weight, and fecure that power which 
theory has already admitted as their portion, and 
to which if they be not aroufed by their prefent 
provocations to vindicate it, they deferve to for- 
feit their pretenfions FOR EVER. 

JAMES NAPPER TANDY, Secretary. 



TEST. 

J A. B. In the prefence of God, do pledge myfelf 
to my country, that I will ufe all my abilities and 
Influence in the attainment of an impartial and ade- 
quate reprefentation of the Irijh Nation in Parlia- 
ment— And as a means of abfolute and immediate 
nccejfity in the ejlablijhmcnt of this Chief Good of 
Ireland, I will endeavour, as much as lies in my 
ability, to forward a brotherhood of affeSlion, art 
identify of' inter efts, a communion of rights, and 
an union of power among irifhmen of all religious 
ferfuafions ; without which every reform in par- 
liament mufl be partial, not national, inadequate 
to the wants, delufwe to the wifhes, and infuffi- 
cienifor the freedom and happinefs of this County , 
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FHJay y ybtfi December t 

SOCIETY op UNITED IRISHMEN 6t 

D B L 1 N, 

The Hon. SIMON BUTLER in the Chair; 

JUsolv*d, unanimously, That the folfawin* 
Circular Letter y reported by our Committee 
Correfyondence, be adopted and printed* 

Letter is addrefled to you from tb* 
Correfoondihg Committee of the Society of Unit- 
ed Irimmen in Dublin. 

We annex fhe Declaration of Political Prin- 
ciples which we have fubferibed, and the Ted 
which we Have taken, as a focial and facred com- 
pact to bind us more clofely together. 

The object of this Inftitution is to make an 
United Society of the Irifh Nation ; to make all 
Irishmen — Citizens ; — all Citizens — Iri(hmen| 
nothing appeai ing to us more natural at ail timet, 
and at this crifis of Europe more feaforiable, than 
that thoft who have common interefts, and com- 
mon enemies, who fuffer common wrongs, and 
jay claim to common rights, mould know each 
other and fhould aft together. In our opinion 
ignorance has been the Demon of difcord, which 
has *v long deprived Iriflimen, not only of the 
bleffings of well regulated government, but even 
the common benefits of civil fociety. Peace in 
this illand has hitherto been a peace on the prin- 
ciples and with the confluences of civil war. 
For a century paft there has indeed been tran- 
quility, but to moil of ouj dear countrynieri it 
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lias; bcfr tn^tttaqui*fcy? of 3 Amgldft? and Jf 
thektdi has ht«l>y p*o%ereclj Has* been Ow3n§ 
4» the- gootfiwfe o^fro^donce, and the ftrohi 
efForts of Human Nature refitting and overcoming 
die fcuKgnaftft 'iniUtaflce 6f ^ hil^bte adnirni- 
ik-atioru ' ' • ! ; ! • 

Tw* refift this- influence, wfrkh r»Jes by dtfcord 
and embroife by fyflefti, it- 1» *ttirt ftt ft& as ind4- 
Viduala or as parties ^Vt/ becomes, neceflbry bf 
an union of minds, and * knowkdge of baofc 
other, towilkand to aft- as a nation. To know 
«sch othe*'te'to know ouf&lves^--the weakneft of 
cmeajndihoftrtagth o£ fffanyv Union, therefore^ 
is-power^iti Js W4fik>rh-44t mate prWe liberty* * 
6tf r de%n, therefore, 3n fOmring< this Society* 
is to? g»rej art example, whiek, when well fellow* 
*d, nwft collect Ae ^lbHc will, and concentrate} 
the public power, mto^ne fojidmafe the. effeelfc 
of Which dnce- put m motion) rnuft be rapid) mo* 
tnerttcms, and confcquenttafc • % 

Iji thufc aifaomting w* Save thoiigjh* Rttle about 
•our anceftors— muc& of' qur pqnVrtty-. Are wjfe 
for e^er ta walk like b^fts of prey, v over fiekfk 
*whieh- tnefe- aneeftors ftained With » blood > lA 
looking back, we- fee nothing on the one nart 
but favage force fuccee^ed.by'favalfe ^bflfcy ;^ OA 
the other, an unfortunate Wion *' fca^red M 
|>eeled> m^ted' Out and trodden qVywivV'' We, ftfc 
a mutual intolerance, and a common carriage of 
ifoetfr£ inorSi 'gmdtfohs Of the heart, which lead 
tw to* effeem and^face cc^fideqce in our fellows 
treatureV. We fee th?s, and are fdent. But we 
gladly tool* Forward 1 to brighter pnotfj>e&s — to k 
People wilted in the teHbwmrp of freedom-Mo a, 
ParRament-the exprefs fmage of that Pteqple — tei 
•a wfofperi tjf eftabRfJrcd on chrir, political, and 
«HgieAT* ! 'Lloerty^to a Peace— not the g-kiomy 
*nd" ^satibu* ffHineA of mert brooding drtt 
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Vtffcir wrongi, but that ftablc Tnmqtulkr whidb 
refts on the right? of human nature, and leans on 
the arms by which thefe rights are to be main- 
tained. 

', Our principal rule pf conduct has been, to at* 
tend to thofe things in which we agree, to ex* 
elude from our thoughts thole in which we dif- 
fer. We agree in knowing what are our rights, 
and in daring to aflert them. If the rights of 
men be duties to God, we are in this refpe& of 
one religion. Our creed of civil failh is the 
iame. We agree in thinking that there is not an 
individual , among our millions, whofe happineft 
can be eftabliwed on any foundation fo rational 
and fo folio", as on, the happinefs.of the whole 
community — We agree,, therefore, in the necefEty 
of giving political value and nation to the great 
majority of the people ; and we think that who- 
ever denres an. amended Constitution, without 
including the great body of the people, muft on 
his own principles be convicted of political per- 
fecution, and political monopoly* If the pre- 
fent electors be themfblves a morbid part of our 
conftitution, where are we to recur for redreft 
but to the whole community ? " A more unjuft 
and abfurd coniiitution cannot be devifed, than 
that which condemns the natives of a country to 
perpetual feryitude, under the arbitrary dominion 
of ftrangers and flaves." 

We agree in thinking, that the firft and molt 
indifpeniii-Je condition ( of the laws in a free 
ilate, is the aflent of thofe whofe obedience 
they require, and for whole benefit only they 
are designed. Without, therefore, ^an impartial 
and adequate Reprefentation of the community, 
we agree in declaring, We can have no confti- 
tution— no Country-^-np Ireland. Without this, 
•ur late revolution we declare to be fallacious 
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and ideal ; & thing much talked of, but neither* 
felt nor feen. The aft of Irifh Sovereignty ha* 
been merely tofled out of the Englifh Houfe* 
into the Cabinet of the Minifter; and nothing* 
remains to the People, who of right are every 
thing, but a lervile Majefty and a ragged Inde- 
pendence. 

We call moft earneftly on every great and good 
Man, who at the late aera fpoke or acted tor his 
Country, to confider lefs of what was done than 
of what there remains to do. ' We call upon 
their fenatorial wifdom to confider the monftrous 
and immeaftirable diftance which feparates, in 
this ifland, the ranks of focial life, makes labour 
ineffectual, taxation unproductive, and divides 
the nation into petty deipotiim and public mife- 
ry. We call upon their tutelar genius, to re- 
member, that government is inilituted to re- 
medy, not to render more grievous the natural 
inequality of mankind, and that unlei's the rights 
«f the whole community* be after ted, anarchy 
(we cannot call it government) muft continue to 
prevail* where the ftrong tyrannize, the rich op- 
prefs, and the mafs are brayed in a mortar. 
We call upon them, therefore, to build their ar- 
guments and their actions on the broad platform 
of general good. 

Let not the rights of nature be enjoyed merely by 
connivance, and the rights of conicience merely 
by toleration. If you rat^e up a prone people, 
let it not be merely to tneir knees. Let the 
nation Hand. Then wiil it caft away the bad 
habit of fervifudc, which has brought with it 
indolence, ignorance, an extinction of our fa- 
culties, an abandonment of oar very nature. 
Tiien 4 wiH every right obtained, every franchile 
exerdfed, prove a fetd of fobriety, induftry, and 
regard diameter, and the manners of thtf 
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people wiU befotnwd on the model ff Miiie 

constitution. 

. This rapid expedition ctor principles, on* 
object, and our rok of conduct, rauft naturally 
iuggeft the wilh of multiplying fimilar Societies, 
and the propriety of addrefiing fuch a defire tb 
you. Is it neceuary for us to requeft, that yon 
wiU bold out your Hand, and open your heart 
to your Countrymen, Townsman, Neighbour • 
Can you form a hope for political redemption, 
and by political penalties, or civil excojnmuni-* 
cations, withhold the Rights of Nature from 
your Brother? We befeech you' to rally all the 
Friends of Liberty within your circle round a 
Society of this kind as a centre. Draw together 
your beft and braveft thoughts, your beft and 
braveft men. You will experience, as we have 
done, that thefe Points of Union will quickly 
attract numbers, while the affemblage of luch 
Societies, acting in concert, moving as one body, 
with one impulfe and one direction, will, in no 
long time, become not parts of the. nation, but 
the nation itfdfj fpeaking with its voice, ex- 
preifing its will, rtfiitlefs in its power. We 
again entreat you to look around for Men fit to 
form thofe ftablc Supports on which Ireland may 
reft the Lever of Liberty. If there be but Ten, 
take thofe Ten. If there be but Two, take 
thofe Two, and truft with confidence to the fin- 
cerity of your intention, the juftice of your caufe, 
and the fupport of your Country. 

Two objects intereft the Nation^— A Plan of 
Reprefentation — and the means of accompli/hing 
if. — Thele focieties will be a mod powerful 
.means. But a popular Plan would itfelf be a 
means for its own acconplifliment. We have, 
therefore, to requeil, that you will favour us 
with your ideas refpe&ing the Plan which ap~ 
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fears to you mod eligible and practicable, on the 
£T*fent more enlarged and liberal principles which, 
actuate the People j at the fame time giving 
your fentiments upon our tfrftibital <3osiitio%' on 
the means of promoting it, and on the political 
ftate and difpofitkm of the cdunty or town where 
you refide. We know what reliftance will be 
ztwfe t$ y^ur patriotic efiferts by thj>& tihi tri. 
<umph in the <(ifunipn and degradation of their 
Country. The greater the heceifity for reform, 
*he greater probably will be the refiftance. We 
Jcnow that tfiere is much ifpirit that requires beirig 
Krought into maft, as well as much maffy body 
that muft be refined into fpirit. We have many 
■enemies, and no enemy is contemptible. We 
do not defpife the enemies of the Union, the 
liberty and the fea^e of Ireland, but we art not 
of a nature, nor have we encouraged the habit 
pf fearing any Man, or any Body of Men, in 
an honcA and honourable caufe. In great un- 
* xlertakings like the prefent, we declare that we 
^ave found it always more difficult to attempt, 
than to accomplim. The people of Ireland muft 
perform all that they wife, if they attempt all 
Ihat they can. 

Signed by Order, 
JAMSS NAPPER TANDY, Sec. 



To whom Letters on this fukje& are to be aidrejfed* 
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SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN of 

DUBLIN. *l 

/ #, 

'ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN* 
Efq. in the Chair i 

ftffeHoN^SiMON Butler having been, from mo- 
tives of perfonal delicacy, requefted to leave it,) 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

I. T^H AT the cxcrcife of undefined privi- 
lege is as dangerous to the Liberty of the Sub- 
ject, as the exercife of unlimited prerogative 
and equally unrecognized by the true fpirit of 
the Laws and Conftitution. 

II. That having aifociated for the attainment 
of great national objects, and to promqte 
union among Iriftimen of all religious per- 
flations, this Society is entitled to the re- 
fpeft, which objects of fuch importance na- 
turally claim. 

III. That an infolent menace having been 
publicly thrown-out, reflecting this Society, 
We think it incumbent on us to declare that 
we do not mrink from, but anxioully defire 
to meet any ccnftjtutional inquiry into cur 
principles and conduct j and reierving for 
that occafion the juftification of our actions, 
we refign to merited contempt, the fcorwof 
ejfi iat flatten* or the feoff of unprincipled 
Whalityi 
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17. That Five Thoufand Copieis of our D*J 
claration and Circular Letter, with thefe 
Refolutions, be printed and diftributed by 
our Committee of Correfpondence* 

By order of the Society, 

THEO. WOLFE TONE!, Pro. See* 



to the SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN 
in BELFAST. 

3? ROMPTEDby Duty as well as Inclination 
to make always an early Anfwer to your Letters, 
our Delay in the prefent Inftance was at firft occa~> 
fioned by trivial Circumftances, made important 
merely by their Number, but latterly has been 
owing to a fimple and a ferious Caufe. — The 
Compelled Abfence of our Secretary Mr. N APPER 
TANDY, a Man who with an erect Mind, and^ 
an honeft Heart, has during a long courfe of 
Years, ftcm'd the torrent or corruption, in the 
midft of a corrupt City 5 who at the Rifk even 
of his Popularity the ible Reward of a Life 
fpent in the public fervice, entered with Ardour 
inti your, fcheme of coalefcing all religious Per- 
fualions' in the Unity of a comn/on Caufe } and 
who, if he now liuTers, has the Coniblation to 
think .that he Aiffers in common with Magna 
Charta. The fundamental Principles of the 
Cwiftit'ution are ' violated in his Peri'on : the per- 
fonal Liberty of the Subject is laid proftrate at 
'■[the Mercy of a Refolution of one branch of Le- 
*r^»flature, 'the priva lex becomes equivalent to an 
of Legiflation : Proclamation foreruns law, 

1 
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anticipates its Judgment and Magna Charts, ?s 
ffeus ortwffied between the two tbievee of the Com- 
jhon. Right, Privilege on the one ham!, and 
Prerogative «h the other- While we art thinking 
of Elective Franchife and Political Power, let 
us take heed tJutt we a*e not lofing even civil 
Liberty, and that a cuftom of Parliament doe* 
-not ejtoaj* a* a real Lettre de Cachet, againft 
Perfonal Security and freedom. Whether the 
Jurifdi&ion -which the Honfe of Commons, has 
over its own members, or the privileges which 
' fields them from the abufc of Prerogative, fhould 
be converted into an omnipotent inftrument of 
minifterial Vengeance againlt the people, ftretch- 
ing its Arm acrofs the Nation, an r cl (iijpending 
tie natural £receft of Law,, (all Crimes being 
cognisable in then* proper Courts) whether fuch 
a power not founded on any Principle, not de- 
fined by any rule, and juftified only by occafional 
jtfraclice, be eonfiftent with the Liberty of the 
Nation, the facred tria|J>y jury, the Jaw of the 
land, judge ye ! We (Stfl only aflt what is ty- 
ranny but the oppreffive - and injurious exertion of 
tineonftitutional and indefinite Authority, where 
they who do Injuftice commit it with Impunity, 
and he who firffers it,*tevithout Redrefs, however 
Innocent Im; may be, however Meritorious. We 
join with you in thinking that the reciprocal Ad- 
imflion or* Members Ribject to the Regulations 
you mention would ferve to draw the f>oncis of 
• political Brotherhood- more clofery between our 
Societies, and the adoption of fuch a Seal as you 
inve ddcribtd has the itamp of our appro^ 
bfltion. 

February \%th % 179*. 
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SOClfcTY or UNITED IRISHMEN. 
The Ho*. SIMON SUTLER in the Choi*. 
Th* following Letter was> read from Ac Chair. 

' JtfY SI*, 

T HAVE t» r«m*fl tfcat> you wM be A gtte*l 
as to lay the following eirttfrnftantfres before the 
.Society of United Iriftimftn, a* the Caufc of my 
,Abfence from that moft feff*aable Body: 

On tbe aid Day of Feb. teft, a CdmptaJtit 
Wing been made t* the Houfe of Ccfrwnens by 
*ne of its Members, of a Breach of Privilege 
committed by me, the Houfe, without ftmj- 
moning me to anfwer the Complaint, ordered 
that I mould be immediately taken into Cuftody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, and brought forthwith 
to the Bar of the Houfe. The 8erje*nt at Arms 
informed the Houfe, that he had difpatcbed three 
of the Meflengers attending the Houfe to execute 
the Order for taking , me into his Cuftody $ one 
x£ whom being brought to the Bar, informed 
the Houfe, that he went to the How k of Mr. 
Tames Tandy, in Chancery- feine, where he ar- 
retted mc, and mewed me the Warrant and his 
Authority \ that I went into a Parlour, as it 
fai my Hat, but ffiut the Door, and made my 
Efcape, as he fuppofed, through a Window. 
The houft then refblved, that. I, having been 
arretted by a Warrant from Mr. Speaker, iffued 
bv the Order of the Houle, and having made my 
Escape from the O nicer of the Houk who arretted 
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me, was guilty of a grofs Violation of the Prf- 
▼ileges of the Houfe, and refolved* that an hum- 
ble Addrefs be prefented to the Lord Lieutenant, 
that he would be gracioufly pleafed to dlre&, 
that a Proclamation might iflue for apprehending 
me, with a Promife of Reward for the fame, and 
that faid Addrefs be forthwith prefented to the 
Lord Lieutenant by fuch Members of the Houfe 
as were of his Majefty's Moft Hon. Privy Coun- 
cil. The Addrefs having been accordingly pre- 
fented by the Houfe to the Lord Lieutenant, a 
Proclamation was inftantly ifTued by the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council for apprehending me, 
with a Promife of Reward for the fame. The 
-Proclamation recites the Information given to 
the Houfe by the Serjeant at Arms and MefTen- 
ger, and the Refolution of the Houfe, lubfequent 
to tJie fame, but does not fet forth the original 
Complaint, or the immediate Order in Conie- 

Suence thereof 5 but directs the Perfon whe 
lould apprehend me, to carry rae before fome of 
the Juftices of the Peace, or Chief Magiftrates 
of the County, Town, or Place where I mould 
be apprehended, who are refpec"tively required 
to fecure rae, and thereof given fpeedy Notice to 
the Speaker of the Houfe, the Serjeant at Aims 
attending the faid Houfe, and to the Clerk of 
the Council, to the End that I might be forth- 
coming to be dealt with or proceeded againlt ac- 
cording to Law } and for Prevention of my Efcape 
into Parts beyond Seas, it commands all Officers 
of the Cuftoms, and other Oncers and Subjects, 
of and in the refpe&ive Ports and maratime 
Towns and Places within the ICingdom, to be* 
careful and diligent in the Examination of all 
Perfons that fliall pafs or endeavour to pals be- 
yond the Seas ; and it alfo ftriclly commands all 
Perfons, as they will anfwer th/s contrary at their 
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Verils, not *ny ways to conceal, but to difcovef 
me, to the End that I may be fecured. 

I have the Honour to be, 
Pear Sir, 
Very truly and lincerely yours, 

March ... JAMES NAPPEft TANDY. 
1792. 

• P.S.I enclofe you the Proclamation and Vote** 

To the Hon. Simon Butler, Prefident 
Society of United Irijbmen. 



The foregoing Letter was ordered to be enters 
ed on the Journals of the Society. 



Resolved, unanimously,. That the Power 
aiTumed by the Houfe of Commons to order the 
Serjeant at Arms to take ' into Cuftody a Subjeft 
of this Realm, not a member of that Houfe, 
upon a Complaint made by one of its Members 
01 a Breach of Privilege, without fUmmdning 
the Party complained of, to anfwer the Com** 
plaint, is unwarranted by the Laws of the Land. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Procla- 
mation ifliied in this Cafe is not warranted by Law. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Liberty 
of the Subject is violated in the Perfon of Mr. 
Tandy, that his Caufe ipuft now be confidered 
as that of the Public, and brought forward to 
receive a judicial Decifion. 

Resolved, unanimously, That a Committee 
of Secrecy be appointed to carry the laft mentioned 
Rdojutjoij Into EfFeft, and impowered to dra>gr 
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wpojv the Tmfufer foe f»cl| Si«n* * & twj Uh 
quire for tUatxurpofie., 
- $g«od! bg* Order, 

THEO- WOtFE TONE, Pro. Sgc+ 



SOCIETY qf UNITED- IRISHMEN 
D tf B L 1 N, 
The Hon. SIMON SUTLER in the Chair* 

THE tOL^pWItfO- 

ADDRESS 

tfkl UHAJUMOUJLY AGREED TO PROM THla SOCIETY 

TO' THE NATION. 

obferve tvitH concern and; uvcjignatlofl 
*He infldldus means employed to ftiflq tha Ca* 
tftolrc Voic6 in its humble representation of the 
grievances Which afflict the people, and of the 
Rtemedy fpecifled'to redrefs them. Wc; lauaeuf 
ffcat men of anv pretentions to common fen(e and 
JwbUe f^lrit rficmld have been bjiwify feducerf 
>nto. the publication of the moft fl^ajit abim> 
cKHeSj calumnies, and libels, agalnft jnoft 
opprefled, patient, and numerous dcfcnpUoii of 
our Fellow Citizens.. That fuch pu^cations 
fhould have iffiied from the Qrajjd- Jury-Roonj 
cannot be matter of furprjze. 3inpe the i?proi~ 
^ tratioa of Sheriffs has been transferred from the 
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jjeople to the Grown, Grand Juries* which are 
returnable by thefe officers, have loft their ori- 
ginal charafter of Independence, and are now 
notorioufly fubordinate to Ariftocratic Intrigue 
and Minifterial Corruption. As therefore thefe 
ancient bodies, which fhould be $e facred Or- 
gans of Truth, jas well as the Guardians of the 
Conftitution, have in this inftance degenerated 
into instruments of prejudice and civil difiention* 
urc feel it a duty which we owe to public juftice 
a» well as to our country,, to appeal from, the unV 
jpfk ientence of a few influenced men. to the Tri*. 
banal of a rational Ration . 

It appears that a liriall dijCperfed number- of In- 
dividuals of the Catholic perfuafion, without au- 
thority from the body, at large^ were,, in the 
coilrfe of Iart Seffion, cajoled into the raeaiure of 
greieating an eleemofynsiry Addrefs to Govern?, 
ment, and this was craftily made the vehicle ojf 
,fome obfeure and ill* founded csnuare upon the 
conrtitutional condujet of the Catholic Committee* 
Tfie embarraflfment occasioned by this ftale ar*- 
tifice determined the Committee to obtain a* 
upcqvivocal expre$on of the Catholic feirtimen* ; 
and* with this view they printed, puhii/heM, and 
circulated throughout Ireland feveral thoufan^ 
copies of a Letter, fiihinittkig to the Catholic 
people a Plan for electing Jpieiegate^ to. the Ge- 
jieral Committee : a Plan at onoe the< mo ft firapleir 
orderly* and the beXk calcujated for framing an 
jnnqueitlanable organ of public opinion* The 
Jt-etter folicit3 th« attendance of Relegates ap«? 
pointed For jhe exprels purpole and with the «** 
ptels' inftruftion of. mpLOfifsa aHd supfli- 
f^riftq from the Legiftatuae and the So-vei-e^a 
aupartlci^ation in the Ele^lve Franchife and the 
benefit of the Trial by Jury.-r-It is wojthy.of 
remark, that this Letter is utterly filent upo^ 
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the ground of conftitutional, right, and never 
ftates this application* as intended to be made 
upon any other principle than as a neceflary 
means of fecuring to the Catholics an equal ac- 
cefs to Leafehold Property and a fair Diftribution ' 
of Juftice. — tJpon this proceeding, fo fimple, 
and fo obvioufly conformable to the fundamental 
principles 6f Law and Conftitution, Pettifogging 
Chicane, fitting in council with Bigotry and 
Nonfenfe, having tngenioujly difcovered that the 
Letter was circulated with great fecrecy, pro-* 
nounces the publication to be of a moft 'dange- 
rous., feditious, and" inflammatory tendency—- 
t the phantom of a Popifti Congrefs is raifed — the 
fcare-crow image of a French National Affembly 
Is conjured up— the vifion of a Gun -powder plot 
appears— and the fuppliant Committee of an en- 
flayed people is identified with Sovereign Legis- 
lative Bodies. 

' We fay " enflaved", for it wijl not be denied 
that a people are enflaved, who being excluded 
from all mare in the Legiflature of their coun- 
try, are neverthelefs fubjeft to Laws and Taxes 
impofed on them without their confent. — " Law 
to bind all muft be aflented to by all." — It is 
not in a fyftem of extirpation by penal laws-t- 
it is in the free agency of the people that we 
are to feek for the true' and permanent principle 
of a free and profperous government. — The man 
who fays that apolitical conftitution can be up- 
held by penal laws, may fay that the human 
conftitution can be nourilhed by the ufe of flow 
poifon. 

Where fo fmall a portion of fo large "* mafs 
exercifes the Elective Frahchife, and a decided 
, majority of that fmall portion forms the noto- 
rious prouerty of a Yenal Ariftocracy, we con* 
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fidcr the Elective Body of the people 9 s nothing 
more than the lemblance of a larger Species of 
Corporation.— Hence, that political Ignorance, 
that felfifh fpirit of monopoly, that jealous hofti- 
lity to the . general happindV, which muft ever 
chara6lerife thefe avaricious retailers of freedom, 
have alfo infe&ed a great number of the Elective 
Body of the nation. 

Hirelings, whom we have at all prices, cry 

pUt, THAT THE CATHOLICS PREFER THEIR 
COMPLAINTS IN A STILE OF REMAND.— Such 

language could not have been uttered in a free 
land j it is the infolent dictation of defpotifmj 
its authors may wi(h for fellow ftaves, but we 
with for fellow- citizens. The Catholics have 
ever addreffed the Legiflature with due refpe& 5 
their fubmiflive conduit is unqueftionable : but 
in our mind they only fhew themfelves wor- 
thy of their rights, when they reclaim them. 

Is it meant to deny them the right of petiti- 
oning ? — To queftion their right of meeting 
peaceably for that purpofe amounts to fuch a 
denial. This would be a falfe as well as a moft 
milchievous do&rine j for it would neceflTariiy 
throw the fubject upon the alternative of vio- 
lence. — He muft either fuffer or jrefift; — and of 
courfe he muft filently finJc under Defpotifm or 
break out into Anarchy. — When the Innocent 
are puniflied by law, the feverity of Negro- fer- 
vitude alone could preclude them from the right 
of petitioning. 

If the charges made againft the Catholic Com- 
mittee were founded in truth, Grand Juries, 
under the obligations of their oath and public 
ftation, ftiould have prefented them — iffalle, then 
have grand Grand juries been guilty of defama- 
tory libels. 
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IVhat fecu'rity' do we require of our Catholic 
brethren '-Political miftrunV has not yet deviled 
a left, which they have not cheerfully taken. 



inconfrftent with good government which have 
been falfely imputed to them by, thofe whole mo- 
nopoly was fuftained by the divifions of their 
country. They avow their fupport of the church 
eftabli/hmenr. They are even willing to wor T 
Ihip that new "born "Chimera, " The Proteftant 
•Afcendency," provided the jealous Idol may be ap- 
peared without the facrifice of the Elective Fran- 
chife and the Trial by Jury. Popery is no longer 
to be met with, but in the ftatute book. The 
Catholics ftand before us as political Pro- 
testants, for they proteft againft the errors of 
the State, and endeavour to effablifh the refor- 
mation of the Conftitution. 

Will the men who luborn this upftart zeal for 
the integrity of the Conftitution, fubmit their 
labours for its prefervation during fome years palfc 
to a candid and critical examination ? — Short is 
the catalogue of their fervices — what has figna- 
lized their political career? What, but an uni? 
form exertion to ftifle all efforts for the eftabltfh* 
tnent Of Irim- freedom. — Indignant at the odiou* 
review, and the treacherous confiftency of their 
prefent conduct, we gladly turn away to acknow- 
ledge with pride, that the virtuous founder of 
the Revolution of 1781 is alfo the leader in the 
great patriotic work of this day. 

As for our part, affociated for the attainment 
df univerfal emancipation and reprefentative Le- 
gislature, we cannot feparate our duty to our 
country from our duty to our countrymen. The 
grievances' they buffer are the grievances of the 
cation j the relief they folicit is the relief of -the 
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tot]** * >atfd4fe toe only iffue polity of Gate* a* 
well as of individuals is Juftice, We chtrrfh the 
grateful ijio^e tteit therifing fpirit of Union hi a 
liberal alge i« the harbinger ot its itriumph. 

Signed by 'brder, 

THOMAS WRIGHT, 'Sees 



UNITED IRISHMEN of DUBLIN. 



Tin >H*n. SIMON BUTLER in the Chair. 



Jl WE Society df tf noted Ifei»H*reN in 
Buulw. Addrefs the Friends of the 'People 
at London. Imprefled with the refemblance in 
die title, nature and definition of their refpe&ive 
initiations j and aft ing under that fratertwry of feel- 
ing, which futh aco-inndence naturajty infpires. 
The title which you bear is a glorious one, and 
we too are Friend* of the People. If we be 
afltcd 44 who are the People?" we turn not our 
eyes here and there, to this party, or to that 
perfuafion, and cry, " Lo ! the people $ but we 
look around us without partiality or predilection, 
and we unrwer, the multitude of human beings, 
the living wiaft of humanity aflbciated to exift, 
to fubfift, and to be happy. In them and them 
wiry we -find the original -Of focial -authority, the 
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meafure of political value, and the pcdejftal of 
legitimate power. 

As friends of the People, upholding their 
rights, and deploring their fufferings, the great 
objefl of this Society is a real representation of 
the Irifti Nation in an Irifh Parliament; and 
as friends of the whole people, we fupport the 
neceflity of Catholic emancipation as a means 
pf making ireprefentation what it ought to be, 
Free, Equal, and Entire. If the people of one 
country be not obliged to obey the laws of an- 
other, on the feme principle when the people re- 
iident in a country, have no fort of influence 
over the legiflature, that legiflature will receive 
rather a discretional acquiefcence than legitimate 
obedience ; and as this difcretional ftate is dan- 
gerous, becaufe precarious, a change becomes 
neceftary for the peace and happinefs of the na- 
tion, violence being the laft meafure to which ra- 
tional beings will refort. 

The prefent ftate of Ireland with regard to 
Population is upwards of four millions, three of 
which are of the Catholic Religion; and with 
regard to Political freedom. 

i. The State of Proteftant reprefentation is as 
follows : 1 7 Boroughs have no refident eleclor ; 
16 have' but one; 16 have from 2 to 5 ; 90 have 
13 electors each; 90 perfons return for 106 venal 
boroughs, that is 212 members out of 300, the 
whole number. 54 Members are returned by 
five noblemen and four biihops, and borough in- 
fluence has given landlords fuch power in the 
counties as makes them boroughs alfo-— 53 peers 
nominates 124 Members, and influence 10, Q) 
that 228 are returned by 105 Individuals, leav- 
ing only* 72 out of 300 to the free election of the 
people. One Lord who nominates 4 Members, 
is not a Peer of Ireland, and eleven Lords who 
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arc Irifli Peers, are abfentees, and ipend their for- 
tunes out of tlje realm 5 to the reprefentation of 
which they fend their commands and are obeyed, 
notwithstanding two folemn votes of the Com- 
mons againft this high infringement of their Li- 
berties and Privileges. In fliort, reprefentation, 
which in its nature is only a depofit, has beqa 
converted into a property, and that constitution 
which is founded on equal liberty, and which v 
declares that no tax (hall be levied without the 
*« good will" of the people, is totally perverted 
in its principles and corrupted in its practice ; 
yet the majefty of the people is ftill quoted with 
affected veneration ; and if the crown be often- 
fibly placed on a part of the Proteftant portion, 
it is placed in mockery, for it is encircled with 
thorns. 

1. With regard to the Catholics* the following 
is the fimple and forrowful fact : Three millions, 
every one of whom has an intereft in the ftate, 
and collectively give it its value, are taxed without 
being reprclented, and bound by laws to which 
they have not given confent. They now require 
a fhare of political liberty, in the participation 
of the Elective Franchife, and of civil liberty in 
the privilege of ferving on Crand Juries. There 
can be no civil without political liberty, and in 
requiring the right of fuffrage they in reality de- 
mand only a Safeguard for their religion, their 
property and their lives. 

The code of penal Laws againft the Catholics 
reduced oppreffion into a fyftem : The action and 
prcfTure of this fyftem continually accumulating 
without any re-action on the part of the fufferers, 
funk in the lethargy of fervitude, have confirmed 
the governing portion of the people in a habit 
of domination. This Habit y mixing with the 
antipathies ef paft times, smd the irritations of 
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the moment, has imprefled a Grange perfuafio** 
that the rights of the plurality are Proteftant pr$~ 
forty, and that ?he birth-right of miHions, bom 

'and to be born, continue the (poils of war and 
booty of conqueft. The perveifion of the un- 

' derftanding perverts the heart, and this Protef- 
tant afcendancy, as it calls itfilf, uniting power 
with paffion, and Hating the Catholics becaufe it 

' has injured them, on a bard iriquifitorial iufpicion, 
infufficierit to criminate an individual, would 
erafe a whole people from the roll of citizenfhip, 
and for the nns (if they were fins) of remote 
anceftors would attaint their remoteft pofterity. 

' We have read, and reao* with horror, that Louis 

* iith, ordered the children to be placed under the 

' fcaffold where the father was beheaded, that they 

' ihight be iprinkled with his blood. 

Is it, we think, by this unequal diftribution 
of popular privilege, that its very nature has^ 

' in this kingdom, been corrupted, and from the 
moment that equality of rights was overturned, 
and general liberty became particular power, the 
public mind has been fplit into a conflict of fac- 
tions. General diftribut ion of the' elective fran- 
tfhrfe would make corruption impracticable, but 
when common right becomes the property of 
perfon, party or perfuafion, it acquires a value 
equally unnatural and uncor.ftitutionai j is bought 

. and fold j rifes or falls, like any marketable 
commodity. The deprivation of the elective 
Iranchife, on the one hand, robs a great majority 

'of the nation of an invaluable Mefling; and Hs 
*ccun*datiott in the hands of the Proteitawt por- 
no::, operates on.^that very portion as a curie. 
The- right of all, heaped up and hoarded by the 
few, becomes a public pelt, and the nutriment 
of the conftitution is changed into its poifon. 
The iniquitous monopoly rots in boroughs} 
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Ipmdt its contagion through counties ; taint* 
morals and manners ; makes elections mere fairs 
lor the traffic of franchife and the fale of men $ 
in place of that nationality of mind which fpreads 
its parental embrace around a whole people, rub- 
ftitutes the -envious, excluding fpirit of feln/h 
corporations 5 and dwelling, at length, into mon- 
ftrous and gigantic afcendancy, lipids forth a 
hundred thouland hands to bribe and betray, 
and tramples with a hundred thoufand feet on, 
thofe miferable millions who have loft their only 
guarantee agaiaft injuftice and oppreiBon. 

Inftruflted'by the Gen'ros of the Conftitution, 
and the genuine Spirit of the Laws j inftru&ed, 
of late, by all that has been fpoken, or written, 
or a&ed, or fiiffered in the caufe of freedom ; 
inftructed by the late revolution in America, by 
the late revolution in Ireland, by the late revo- 
in France; hearing -of all that has been done 
over the face of the globe for Liberty, and feeU 
ing ail that can be fuffiered from the want of it j 
reading the charter of independence to Ireland, 
and liftening to the fpirit -ftirring voice ot 'her 
great deliverer; actuated, in fine, by that im- 
periftiable ipark in the bofom of man which the 
Servitude of a century may fmother, but cannot 
<xtinguifli, the Catholics of this country have 
been kflbned into liberty, have learned to know 
their rights, io be fenfible of their wrongs, and 
to detail by peaceable delegation, their griev- 
ances, rather' than endure without obedience. 
You I— tin either kingdoms, wh,o reproach the 
Catholics of Ireland Tor aflferting the rights of 
.nature, burn your books, tear your charters* 
break down your free prefs, and crumble to 
pieces thofe moulds which have caft liberty in fo 
ijUr.*forui> as to make Catholics feel what Pro* 
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teftants bare felt, and join their adrtuuafiorf amfc 
love with thofe of a worlhipping world. 

Thp Society and many other Societies haver 
affociated to create thaf union of power, and thai: 
brotherhood or affection among all the ifihacbt* 
tants 6f this Ifland, which i$ the intereft as* well* 
is duty of all. We are all Iriflimenj and- «nne> 
bbjecl: is to unite the different defcrlprtons ofi 
religion in the caufe of our common cotmtry. 
From the" mo(i oppofite points in the wide cir* 
cumference of religions we tend with increafing 
Velocity to the fame centre of political union g 
A reform in parliament preceding Catholic eri-. 
franchifement would be in its "nature partial and 



do) the extenfion of elective frSncWfe, would 
only add to the mafe of corruption,. The centre 
of our union is fixed and immoveable. Th* 
Preibyterian wimes for national freedom* Tke 
Catholic afpires to nothing more ; nor can either 
of them be brought to believe that thofe rarie- 
H.es of religious; faith, which may be deemed 
the pleafures of the Creator, mould be made the 
engines of political torture to any of his crea* 
tures. Too long have our people been fet ht' 
array of battle again ft each others too long have 
the rancour and revenge of our anceftors been 
left as, a legacy of blood to their pofterity j to© 
long, has one limb of the fecial body been tied 
down, until it had nearly loft all reeling, life 
and energy. It is our wiflj, it is our hope, to 
give Ireland the full and free poffeflion or both 
her arms, her Catholic arm as well as her P*»- 
telUnt arm, that fhe may the better embrace her 
Friends or grapple with her Foes. 

Such are the principles and practice of our Jff- 
ftitution, which having neither power nor patron-' 
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ftge, tat merely the energy of honefty, hat not 
only been diftinguifhed by the calumnies of thofe 
who are born only to bite the heel, and be crufhed 
amder foot, but has been honoured by the oblo- 
quy of men who fiJJ the firft offices in the ftate. 
From them we appeal to natural right, and eternal 
jyftice, which ought ever to be eftablifhed without 
^compromife or refervation. From them we appeal 
fo thofe whoxallthemfekeaJPrifljidaof the People. 
Look not upon Ireland with an eye of indifference* 
The period of Irifh infignificance is patting faffc 
away. If the nation ever appeared contemptible, 
it was becaufe the nation aid not aft ; but no 
Sooner in the late war was it abandoned by Go- 
vernment, than it rofe to diftin&ion as a reople. 
As to any union between the tdands, believe u# 
when we aflat that our union refts upon our mu- 
tual independence. We (hall love each other, if 
*we be left to ourfel<vu. It is the union of minds 
which ought to bind thefe nations together. Reci- 
procal intere&s and mutual wants will ever fecure 
mutual affection j but were any other union to be 
forced, and ' force only could effeft it, you would 
endanger your liberties, and we mould lofe our 
rights ; you would feel the influence of the crown 
increase beyond all fufferance, and we mould lofe 
<hc name and energies of a people, with every hope 
of raifmg te its merited ftation in the map of man- 
kind this noble and neglected Ifland " for whick 
<jod has done fo much and Man fo little." 

Signed by Order, 

THOMAS WRIGHT, Sttrpaft 

public Ofiobtr ibth, 17$%% 
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XX S CKttirtflsfi of th* Catholics df Dublin, I 
*m ordered td trunimit a copy of their proceed- 
ing* on Wedneftiay* October 3* ft. 

We truft you will find in that paper, a juft re- 
flection of your owrt principles, ho Ief6 honour- 
able to yourselves, than advantageous to the true 
interefts of your Country r 

With every femimeht of gratitude for the fer- 
fices which the Catholic caufe has received at 
your hands, we are Sir, your jnoft obliged and 
obedient iervants* 



By order of the Meeting, 
THOMAS BKAUGHAL, Chairman, 



Chntnkait. 



or tut SOCIETY of TOITBD fittSHMEPT 
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CATROLld MEETING of DUBLIN. 

RESOLVED • 



JL HAT we embrace this opportunity to re- 
peat our Thanks to the ifluftrious Characters in 
both Houfes of Parliament, who have nobly ftood 
.forward in fopport of Catholic Emancipation, 
and the Right of the Subject to Petition for Re- 
drefs of Grievances. 

That our warmeft Gratltttdte is due and hereby 
refpe&fully offered to our countrymen, the Citi- 
zens of Belfaft, for the uniform and manly ex- 
ertions which they have on all occafions made 
in fopport of our caufe, and for the example of 
liberality and genuine public fpirit which they 
have thereby (hewn to the kingdom at large. 

That our fincere ^Thanks are likewife due to 
the different Volunteer Corps lately reviewed ki 
Ulfter, to the Societies of United Irifhmen of 
Eublin and Belfaft, to the Proteftant Freeholders 
of. Cork, the different Gentlemen who at Grand 
Juries and County Meetings have fupported our 
Caufe,'-and to all others among our Proteltant 
Brethren, who have manifefted a wifti for our 
Emancipation; and we truft we fliall evince by 
our conduct, that we are not inlendble nor un- 
worthy of the kindnefs which they have ftiawn 
us. 

*T nat our Chairman be ordered to tranfmit 
Conies of tfus Day's proceedings to the Chair*. ' 
man of the Town-Mee ing of Belfaft, the Chair- 
man of the different Societies of United Iriih- 
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ten, the different Reviewing Officers in Ulftet* 
*nd the other diftinguiflied Characters who have 
intereft themielves in the Caufe of Catholic Emaa T 
cjpation. 

By Order of the Meeting 
SIMON Mc. : GUIRE, Secretary* 



Ntvemhr 43, fJ9t* 

ADDRESS from the SOCIETY of UNITED 
; IRISHEN in DUBLIN, to the DELE- 
. GATES for promoting a REFORM ig 
SCOTLAND. 

WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. 

ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, Sec 

w E take the liberty of addrefling you, in the 
fpirit of civil union, in the feilowfhip of a juft and 
a common cauie. We greatly rejoice that the 
i'pirit of freedom moves over the face of Scotland ; 
that light feems to break from the chaos of her 
internal government ; and that a country fo reipect- 
able for her attainments in ibience, in arts, and 
in arms; for men of literary eminence ; for the 
intelligence and morality of her people, now acls 
from a conviction of the union between virtue, 
letters, and liberty : and, now rifes todiftin&on, 
not by a calm, contented, fecret wifli for a Re- 
form in Parliament, but by openly, actively, and 
urgently witting it, with the unity and energy of 
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^embodied nation . We Fejolce that frmf- cW idt 
cpafider yourfelves as merged and meltdd doom 
into another country, but that in this great nati- 
onal queftion, you- are ftill— -Scotland— the land, 
where Buchanan wrote, and Fletcfrw fpoke* andr 
Wallace fought. 

Away from us andfrom our chi Wren thofe puerile? 
antipathies fo unworthy of the manhood of nati* 
ons, which infulate individuals as well as countries^ 
^nd drive the ci^i^en back, to the favage. We e£* 
teem and we refpe& you. We pay merited, ho- 
nour to a nation in general well educated, and wel* 
informed, becaufe we t know that the ignorance of 
^he people is the caufe and effeel of all civil and 
jpligious defpotimi* Vfc honour a nation regular, 
in their lives, and* ftrift in their manners, becaufo 
conceive private morality to be the only fecup* 
foundation of public policy. We honour a nation 
eminent for men of genius, and we truft that thdjfr 
will now exert themfelves not lb much in perufing 
and penning the hiftorje* of other countries, as in 
rnaking their own a fubjeel for the hiftoriaa. M3y 
-we venture to obferve to them that mankind have 
teen top retrofpe&ive $ canonized antiquity, and 
undervalued themfelves.- Man has repofed on 
ruins, and refted his head on feme fragments of 
the temple of liberty, or at moft amufed himfeMF in 
'pacing the measurement of the edifice* and nicely 
limiting its proportions j not reflect ing that this 
temple is truly Catholic, the ample earth its, are*, N 
and the arch of heaven> ijt9 dome. ■ \ 

We, will lay open to you our hearts. Our caufe 
is your caufe — If there, is to be a ftruggle between 
us, let it be which nation mall be foremoft i*-the 
race of mind : let this be the noble aniraofity kin- 
dled between us, who lkall firft attain that free 
j^onftitut ion from which botk are equfotftant* who 
firft be the faviour of the empire,. 
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The fenfe of both countries with refpeft to the 
intolerable abufes of the confutation has been 
clearly manifcfted, and proves that our political 
fituations are not diffimilar ; that our rights and 
wrongs are the fame. Out of 3* counties in Ire* 
land, 29 petitioned for a Reform in Parliament s 
and out of 56 of the royal Burghs in Scotland, 
50 petitioned for a Reform in their internal ftruc-* 
ture and Government. If we be rightly informed, 
there is no fuch thing as popular election in Scot- 
land. The people who* ought to pofTefs that' 
weight in the political (bale, which might Hind 
them to the foil, and make them cling to the con- 
stitution, are now as duft in the ballance, blown 
abroad by the leaft impulfe, and fcattered through 
other countries, merely becauie they hang fo loofe« 
ly to their own. They have no (hare in" the nati- 
onal Firm, and are aggrieved not only by irregular 
afnd illegal exaction of taxes ; by mifnile and 
mifmanarement of corporations 5 by mifconducl: 
©f felf-ete&ed and irrefpOnfible magiftrates 5 by 
wafte of public property ; and by want of com- 
petent judicatures ; but, in our opinion, moft/of 
fell, by an inadequate Parliamentary reprefentation 
*-*-for, we aflert, that 45 Commoners and 16 Peers, 
are a pitiful reprefentation for two millions, and a 
iialf of people; particularly as your Commoners 
confider themfelves not as the reprefthtatives of 
that people, but of the Councils of the Burghs by 
**rhom they are elected. 

Exclufive charters in favour of Boroughs, mo- 
nopolize the- general rights of the people, ami that 
muft be abfurd which precludes all o|ther towns 
'f« om the power of being reftored to their ancient 
freedom. 

We remember that heretable jurifdi&ions and 
feudal privileges, though exprelfly referved by the 
of union (aoth art.) were let afide by A& tf 
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Parliament in 1 746, and we thick that there is 
much ftronger ground at prefent, for reftoring to 
the mafs of the people, their alienated rights, 
and to the Conftitution its fpirit and its inte- 
grity. 

Look now we pray yon upon Ireland. Long 
was this unfortunate Ifland the prey of prejudiced 
factions and ferocious parties. The rights or ra- 
ther duties of conqueft were dreadfully abufed, 
and the Catholic religion was made the perpetual 
.pretext for fubjecting the ftat* by annihilating the 
citizen, and deftroying not the religious perflati- 
on but the man 5 not popery, but the people. It 
was not till very lately that the part of the nation 
which is truly colonial, reflected that though their 
anceftors had been victorious, they themfclves 
were now included in the general fubjection j fub- 
duing only to be fubdued, and trampled upon by 
Britain as a fei vile dependency. Wnen therefor* 
the Proteftants began to fuffer what the Catholics 
,had fuffered and were iuflering ; when from ferv- 
ing as the inlbuments they were made themfclve9 
the objects of foreign domination, then they be- 
came confeious they had a country : and then they 
felt— an Ireland. They refilled Britifh dominion, , 
renounced colonial fubierviency, and following 
the example of a Catholic Parliament juft a cen- 
tury before, they afferted the exclufive jurifdiction 
and iegiflative competency of this I (land. A fud- 
den light from America /hone through our prifon. 
Our Volunteers- arole. The chains fell from our 
hands. We followed Grattan, the angel of our 
deliverance, and in 17S2 Ireland ceafed to be a 
province and became a nation. But, with reafon, 
fhould we defpife and renounce this Revolution as 
merely a tranlient burft through a bad habit 5 the 
fudden grafp oi neceflity in defpair, from ityranny 
in diftrefs, did we not believe that the Revolution 
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is ftiH i* Uicak s that it is left the fingteafnd winn- 
ing aft of than a feries of national improve- 
ments which that a& ufhers in and announces; 
that it. is only the herald of liberty and glory/, of 
Catholic emancipation, as well as Proteftant inde- 
pendence^ that, in <fliort, this Revolution indi- 
cates new principles, foreruns new practice, and 
lays a foundation for advancing the whole people 
higher in the fcale of being, and diffufing equal 
and permanent happinefs. 

Rritifli iupremacy changed its afpeft, but its 
eflence remained the fame. Firft it was force, -and 
on the event of the late Resolution, it became in- 
fluence ; direct hoftility ihifted into fyftematie cor- 
ruption, filently drawing off the virtue and vigour 
of the ifland, without mock or exploiion. — Cor- 
ruption that glides into every place, tempts every 
peribn, taints every principle, infe&6 the -political 
mind through all it* relations and dependencies ; 
lb regardlefs of public character as to let the high- 
eft honours to fale, and to purchale Boroughs with 
the price of fuch proftkutiou j fo regardlefs of 
private morality, a6 to legalize the licentioufnefs 
of the loweft and moft pernicious gambling, and to 
extract a calamitous revenue from the infatuation 
and intoxication of the people. 

The Protectants of Ireland were now fenfible 
lhat nothing could counteract this plan of debi- 
litating policy, but a radical reform* in the Houfe 
vof the People, and that without fuch reform, the 
Revolution itfelf was nominal and delufive. The 
wheel merely turned round, but it did not move 
forward, and they were as diftant as ever from the 
gaol. They relblved.— They convened — They 
met with arms. — They met without them.— Thty 
petitioned. But all in vain — for* they were but 
a portion of the people. Then they looked around 
find behejd tfeeir Catholic countrymen. Three 
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million— we repeat it— three million faxed without 
being reprefented, bound by laws to which they 
bad not given confent, and politically dead in their 
native land. The apathy of the Catholic mind 
changed into fympathy, and that begot an energy 
•f Jentiment and action. They had eyes, ana 
they read. They had ears and they liftened. 
They had hearts, and they felt. They faid— 

Give us our rights as you value your own. 
Give us a mare of civil and political liberty, the 
elective franchife, and the trial by jury. Treat 
-us as men and we (hall treat you as brothers. Is 
taxation without reprefentation a grievance to three 
millions acrofs the Atlantic, and no grievance to 
three millions at your doors ? Throw down that 
pale of periecution which ftill keeps up civil war 
-in Ireland, and make us one people. We ihail 
then ftand, fupporting and fupported, in the af- 
fertion of that liberty which is due to all, and 
which all ihould unite to attain." 

It was iuft-r-and immediately a principle of ad* 
hefion took place for the hrft time, among the 
inhabitants of Ireland. All religious perfuauons 
found in a political union their common duty and 
their common falvation. In this Society and 
its affiliated Societies, the Catholic and the Presby- 
terian are at this intrant holding out their hands 
and opening their hearts to each other, agreeing 
in principles, concurring in practice. We unite 
-for immediate, ample, and fubftantial juftice to 
the Catholics, and when that is attained, a com- 
bined exertion for a reform in Parliament is the 
condition of our compact, and the feal of our 
communion. 

Britim fupremacy takes alarm. The haughty 
monopolies of national power and common right, 
who crouch abroad, to domineer at home, now 
Jeek with more furprife and kit contempt <*n this 
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" befotled" people. A new artifice is adopted, 
and that reftlefs domination which, at firft, ruled 
as open war, by the length of the fword j then, 
as covert corruption, by the ftrength of the poi- 
fon i nowaffumes the ftiie and title of Pioteitant 
,Afcendancy ; calls down the name of religion 
from heaven, to fow difcord on earth j to rule by 
.anarchy; to keep up diftrult and antipathy among 
parties, among perluafions, among families, nay 
to make the pafhons of the individuals ftruggie, 
like Cain and Abel, in the vei y home of the heart, 
. and to convert every little paltry neceflity that ac- 
cident, indolence, or extravagance, bring upon a 
man, into a pandar for the piu chafe of his hoiiefty 
. and the murder of his reputation. 

We wi^'not be the dupes of fuch ignoble arti- 
fices. We fee this icheme of hrengrhening poli- 
tical perfection and itate inquifmon, by a rrefh 
infufion of religious fanaticifin— but we will unite 
and we will be Free. UnUcrfed Emancipation witk 
. Reprefcntaiive Lcgijlaturc is the polar principle / 

• which guides our Socie'y ami (hall guide it through 
ail the tumult of faitloris and tiu&uations of par- 
ties. It is not upon a coalition of oppolition with 
miniftry that we depend, but upon a coalition of 
Irimmen with Irifhmen, and in that coaiitiou 
aione we find an objc& worthy of reform, and at 
the fame time the ftrergth and iinew both to attain 
and fecure it. £t is not upon external ehcumiian- 
ces, upon the pledge of man or nunijtei, we de- 
ptnH, but upon the internal energy of the Inlh 

• Nation. We will not buy or borrow liberty from 
America or from. Fiance, but manufacture it our- 
ieives, and worlc it up with thole materials which 
the hearts of Irifnmeii furnifh them with at home. 
We do not wormipthe Biitiih, far Ids the iriUi 
Couftitution,- as lent down from heaven, but we 

, C oniiUtC at as human workmanfuip* which, man 
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has made and man can mend. An inalterable 
Conftitution, whatever be its naure, mult be def- 
potifm. It is not the conftitution but the People 
which ought to be inviolable, and it is time to 
* recognize and renovate the rights of the Englifh, 
the Scotch, and the Irifh Nations. — Rights which 
can neither be bought nor fold, granted by char- 
, ter, or foreftalled by monopoly, but which nature 
dictates as the birth-right of ail, and which it is 
the bufinels of a Conftitution to define, to enforce, 
and to eftablifli. If Government has a fincere 
regard for the fafety of theconftitution, let them 
coincide with the people in the fpeedy reform of 
its abufes, and not by an obftinate adherence to 
them, drive that people into Republicaniim 

We have told you what our iituation was, what 
it is, what it ought to be : our end, a National 
iegiflature j our means, an union of the whole 
people. Let this union extend throughcut the 
Empire. Let all unite for all, or each man iuffer 
for all. In each country let the people aflemble 
in peaceful and conftitutional Convention. Let 
delegates from each country digeft a pjan of re- 
form, beft adapted to the fituation and circumftan- 
ces of their refpeitive nations, and let the Legif- 
latures be petitioned at once by the urgent and 
unanimous voice ©f England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land. 

You have our ideas. Anfwer us, and that 
quickly. This is not a time to prociaiiinate. 
Your llluftrious Fletcher has faid, that the liberties 
of a people are not to be fecured, without palling 
through great difficulties, and no toil or labours 
ought to be declined to pi eferve a nation from 11a- 
veiy. He fpoke well : and we add, that it is in- 
cumnent on evtry nation who adventures into a 
ccnfli& for freoiom, to remember it is on the 
tvuu (however abfurdly) depends th« efthnatic* 
C a 
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of public opinion ; honour and immortality, if 
fortunafej if otherwife, infamy and oblivion. 
Let this check the rafhnefs. that mikes unadvi- 
fedly into the committal of national character, or 
if that he already made* let the fame confederation 
impel us all to advance with a&ive not paflive 
perfeverance, with manly confidence and calm 
determination, fmiling with equal fcom at the 
blufter of official arrogance, an<J the , whifper of 
private malevolence, until we have planted the 
flag of Freedom on the fummit, and are at once 
victorious and fecure. 



Ntnen&er. 30, 17^1. 
UNITED IRISHMEN of DUBLIN, 

ff 1LUAM DRENNAN in the Chair. 

to the CHAIRMAN or the SOCIETY of 

UNITED IRISHMEN Of 

( Circular J 

SIR, 

T H * S Society has parted a refolution, «f thfrt 
we do proceed immediately to effecl a better or- 
ganiation and a more intimate union with the dif- 
ferent Societies of United Irifhmen than has hi* 
therto fubfifted. We are alfo enjoined by a fubfe- 

Suent order to communicate all the publications of 
lis Body to the Confederated Societies. We fhall 
accordingly now and henceforward tranfmit to y«*u 
*J1 fuch papers and we folicit the fatisfa&ion of 
your concurrence to carry thefe ^efolutions into* 
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Otir general principles and motites of aflbciatioit 
are amply detailed in our circular letter aha 1 decla- 
ration : but as our objects are of the firft moment 
in life, the particular conduct of thofe Societies 
who co-operate with us, is of correfpohdent im- 
portance. It appears to us, at this interefting 
crifis, incumbent on patriotic aflbclatiohs of vir- 
tuous and independent men to eftablifh frequent 
meetings, and a mutual communication of alt 
their proceedings. Well aflured that a fund of 
good fenfe and patriotifm ftill exifts latent among 
us, it is our common duty to call forth this valua- 
ble mafs into life. Silence now becomes criminal, 
and neutrality treafonable. The private advocate 
of Catholic emancipation and reprefehtative legif- 
ltture will be reckoned among our Enemies, and 
employed as the paflive irtftrument of their artifi- 
ces. We mould therefore hold a ftrift inqueft of 
all public meafures, labour to give unifon to the 
public fentiment, and fix its ftandard. It becomes 
us to interfere, when Grand Juries follow the ex- 
ample of the Houfe of Commons ami mifreprefent 
the People. We muft not fuffer Falfehood to ftalk. 
wrer the Land in Right Honourable Solemnity, to 
invade the National Credit, and arraign the Na- 
tional Character — we muft arreft its progrefs, and 
arraign its Authors at the Bar of the Nation. 

We cannot too ftrongly imprefs upon the public 
mind, that the repeal of this or that obnoxious, 
l^iw out of the multitude,-^that the removal from 
poWer of this or that party, can only ftiift our po» 
fition upon the Wheel of Political Torture. Par- 
ties have changed, and Palliatives have been admi- 
nifteied; but the Traffic of Irifh Freedom, and 
the Plunder of Iriih Property have been uniform 
and permanent.'. It becomes therefore our eflen- 
tial duty to direft the Eye of the People to the 
Polar Star of their political falvatiort, a Rcprefen- 
C$ 
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tative Legiflature, while the Echo of that Watch- 
word of Difcord, that Motto of Proftitution, the 
Proteftant Afcendancy, dies away through reptile : 
Corporations. 

Finally, in reliance that you have adopted the • 
Xetter of our Teft, we recommend it to your zeal 
to diffufe its Spirit ; becaufe it engrafts the firll . 
duty of a good Citizen upon the firft duty of a 
good Chriftian ; becaufe it is a practice fubverfive 
of our Conftitution, that the King and the Lords 
ihould vote in the Commons' Houie of Parliament, 
that the Mafs of the People mould be excluded 
from their inalienable Share in the Legislature, 
not by the infenfible abufes of time, but by an. : 
exprefs Law 5 and becaufe this exclufion efta- 
blimes, under the mafk of Freedom, a Syftem 
of Practical Defpotifm over the whole People. 

Prefcribing thefe Duties to ourfelves, we fubmit , 
them to your confideration, and requeft the favour 
bf your correfpondence. 



JL HAT having fo frequently avowed our 
fentiments on Univerfal Emancipation, and Re» 
prefentative Legiflature, it is not neceflaiy for 
us at this time to repeat that the Delegates of the 
Catholic People in the faithful difcharge of their 
facred truft, as tending to the Eftabliftiment of 
perfect Freedom in the Nation, <may be aifured 
of our zealous co-operation* 



lam, Sir, with great Refpecl, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 



A. HAMILTON ROWAN, Secretary. 




December 7, I79 1 * 



RESOLVED, 
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Decemhfr 14, 179s* 



SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN*. 
at DUBLIN, to the VOLUNTEERS. 

of IRELAND, 
WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON RO WAN, Sec. 

CITIZEN SOLDIERS, 



X OU firft took up arms to protect your Country 
from foreign enemies, and from domeftic diftar- 
bance. For the fame purpofes, it now becomes' 
neceflary that you mould refume them. A Pro- 
clamation has been i(Tued in England for embody- 
ing the Militia," and a Proclamation has been if- 
faed by the Lord Lieutenant and Council in Ire- 
land, for reprefling all feditious afTuciations. In 
confequence of both thefe Proclamations, it is 
reafonable to apprehend danger from abroad, and 
danger at home. For whence but from appre- 
hended danger are-thofe menacing preparations for 
war drawn through the Streets of this Capital, or 
whence, if not to create that internal commotion 
which was not found, to (hake that credit which 
was not affecled, to blaft that Volunteer honour 
which was hitherto inviolate, are thofe terrible fug- 
geftions and rumours and whifpers, that meet us 
at every corner and agitateat leaft our old men, our 
women and children. Whatever be the motive, 
or from whatever quarter itarifes, alarm has arifen ; 
and you, VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND, are 
therefore fummoned To Arms at the inftance of 
Ssvernment, as well as, by the refponfibility at- 
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tached to your chara&er, and the permanent obH* 



day, conde&end to quote authorities for the rig At 
of having and of ufing arms, but we will cry aloud, 
even amidft the ftorm raifed by the Witchcraft of a 
proclamation, That to your formation was owing 
the peace and protection of this I (land, to your 
relaxation has been owing its relapfe into impo- 
tence and Insignificance, to your renovation muft 
be owing its future freedom and its prefent tran- 
quillity. You are therefore fummoned to AnftsV 
in order to v preferve your country in that guarded 
quiet, which may fecure it from external hoftility, 
and to maintain that internal regimen throughout 
the land* which fuperfeding a notorious Polke 
or a fufpe&ed Militia, may preferve the bleflingr 
of peace by a vigilant preparation for war. 

Citiaen Soldiers, to arms ! Take up the fhielcl 
of Freedom, and the pledges of Peace,— Peace* 
the motive and end of your virtuous inrtitution.— . 
War, an occafional duty, ought never to be made 
an occupation. Every man Ihould become a Sol- 
btier in the defence of his rights j no man ought 
to continue a foldier for offending the rights of 
others. The fecrfice of life in the fervice of our 
country is a duty much too honourable to be in- 
truded to mercenaries, and at this time, when 
your country has by public authority been declar- 
ed in danger, we conjure' you by your inteieft, 
your dufy and your giory, to Itand to your arms, 
and in fpite of a Police, in fpite of a Fencible 
Militia, in virtue of two Proclamations, to main- 
tain good order in your vicinage and tranquility 
in Ireland.-— It is only by the military array of 
men in whom they confide,, whom they have been 
accuftotned to revere as the guardians of domeftic 
Jeace, the protectors of their liberties and lives* 
that the pieient agitation of the people can be 
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ftiUed, that hrcr.tilt and Hcentloufriefs can be re- 
JkreflTed, obedience fecured to exifting law, and a 
ieami confidence, difFufed through the public mind 
in the fpeedy refurre&ion of a free conttittftion— 
of Liberty and of Equality, — Words which we uf* 
for an opportunity of repelling calumny and of 
laying, that, . 

By Liberty we never underftood unlimited 
freedom, nor by Equality the levelling of - Proper- 
ty, or the deftruction of fubordination. — This is 
a calumny invented by that faction or that gang 
which miireprefents the King to the People, and 
the People to the King, traduces one half of the 
nation to cajole the other, and by keeping up dif- 
truft arid divifion, wifhes tp continue the proud 
arbitrators of the fortune and fate of Ireland. — 
Liberty is the exercife of all our rights natural 
and political, fecured to us and our pofterity by a 
real reprefentation of the people j— and equality. 
5s the extenfion of the conftitUent, to the rulleft 
aimenfions of the conftitution, of the elective 
franchife to the whole body of the people, to the 
end that government which is collective power, 
may be guided by collective will, and that legifla- 
tion may originate from public reafon, keep peace 
with public improvement, and terminate in public 
happinefs. If our conftitution be imperfect, no- 
thing but a reform in 'reprefentation will rectify 
itsabufes ; if it be perfect, nothing but the lam« 
Reform will perpetuate' its bleflings. 

We now addrels you as Citizens, for to be 
Citizens you became Soldiers, nor can we help 
wifhing that all Soldiers, partaking the paflions* 
and intereft of the people would remember that 
they were once Citizens, that reduction made them 
Soldiers, — " but nature made them Men." We 
addrefs you without any authority fave that of 
reafon, and if we obtain the coincidence of public^ 
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©pinion it it neither by force nor ftratagem, for we 
have no power to terrify, no artifice to cajole, no 
fund to (educe. — Here we fit,— -without mace or 
beadle, neither a myftcryiior a craft, nor a Corpo- 
ration. —In four words lies all our Power, 
UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION and RE- 
PRESENTATIVE LEGISLATURE 5 yet wc 
are confident that on the pivot of this principle, 
a convention,— ftill lefs,— a Iqciety, — lefs ftill,— a 
fingle man, will be able, firft to move and then to 
raife the world. Wc, therefore, wilh for Catho- 
lic emancipation without any modification, but 
ftill we confider this neceflary ei.franchifement as 
merely the portal to the Temple of National Free- 
dom. Wide as ♦ this entrance is, wide enough to 
admit three millions,— it is narrow, when com- 
pared to the capacity and comprehenfion of our 
beloved principle, which takes in every individual 
of the Irifh nation, cafts an equal eye over the 
whole Ifland, embraces all that think and feels 
for all that fuffer. The Catholic caufe is fuhordi- 
nate to our caufe, and included in it, for as 
UNJTED IRISHMEN, we adhere to no fe&, 
but to fociety, to no creed but Chriftianity, to no 
party, but the whole people.— In the fincerity of 
our fouls, do we defire Catholic emancipation, but 
were it obtained, to-morrow, to-morrow would 
we go on, as we do to-day, in the puriiiit of that 
reform which would ftill be wanting to ratify their 
liberties as well as our own. 

For both thefe purpofes, it appears nectflary 
that provincial conventions mould aflemble pre- 
paratory to the convention of the Proteftant People. 
The Delegates of the Catholic body are not jufti- 
fied in communicating with individuals, or even 
bodies of inferior authority, and therefore ;m Af* 
feebly of a fimilar nature and organization *;> m-- 
ceiTary toejkabliih an intercourfe of lentuncm, an 
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uniformity of conduct, an united caiife, and ah 
united nation. If a convention on the one part 
does not foon follow, and is not foon connected 
with that on the other, the common caufe will 
fplit into the partial intereft 5 the people will relax 
into inattention and inertnefs ; the union of af- 
fection and exertion will diflblve, and too prob- 
ably fome local infurrection, in ft i gated by the ma- 
lignity -of our common enemy, may commit the 
character, and rifque the tranquillity of the liland, 
which can be obviated only by the influence of an 
eflembly arifing from, aflimilated with the people, 
and whofe fpirit may be as it were knit with the 
foul of the nation, — unlefs the fenfe of the Pro- 
tettant People, be, on their part, as fairly collect- 
ed and as judicipufly directed, unlefs individual 
exertion confolidates into collective ftrength, un- 
lefs the particles unite into mafs, we may perhaps 
ferve fome perfon, or fome party for a little, but 
the public not at all. The nation is neither info- 
lent nor rebellious nor feditious. While it knows 
its rights it is unwilling to manifeft its powers. 
It would rather flip plicate adminiftration to antici- 
pate revolution by a well timed reform, and to 
Jave their country in mercy to themfelves. 

The 15 th of February approaches, a day ever 
memorable in the annals of this country as th# 
birth-day of new Ireland— Let parochial meetings 
be held as foon as poflible. Let each Parifli re- 
turn delegates. Let the fenfe of Ulfter be again 
declared from Dungannon on {a day aufpicious to 
union, peace and freedom, and the fpirit of the 
North will again become the fpirit of the Nation* 
The civil aflembly ought to claim the attendance 
of the military aflbciations and we have aoldrefTed 
you, Citizen Soldiers— on this fubject, from the* 
belief that your body, uniting conviction" with 
Zeal and zeal with activity, may have much influ- 
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tence over yem countrymen, your relations and 
friends. * We offer only a general outline to thp 
public, and meaning to addrefs Ireland, we pre- 
iiime not at prefent to fill up the plan or pre-occupjr 
the mode or its execution. We have thought it 
our duty to fpeak : anfwer us by actions ; ybu 
have taken time for confederation. Fourteen long 
years are elapfed fiuce the rife of your afibciations 
and in *7$2, did you imagine that in 170*2 this 
nation would ftill remain unrepreiented ? How 
many Nations in this interval have gotten the Raft 
of Ireland ! How many of our Countrymen have 
funk into the Grave ( 



Dumber ± 1, 179*. 

UNITED IRISHMEN of DUBLIN. 

W11LIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON RO&AN, Sec. 

JRlESGLVEB, That it appears to this Society, 
ircm the Evidence bid before it, that the printed 
Hami Bills which Archibald Hamilton llowan and 
James Nan}*v Tandy are charged, in the Informa- 
tion {Worn againft therri, with having diftiihuitd, 
are Copies of the Addrefs of this Society to the 
Voinmeers of Ireland 1 , faifely called in the iaid 
Information •« A reditious Libel.'* 

Refolded, That it is tbe Duty of every Mem- 
ber fo-iUfti ihure tbe public Refolutions of the So- 
ciety, antf if A.> H. Rowan and J. N. Tandy 
really ditlvibuted that Addrefs, they, in to doing, 
acted aercable to the Sentiments* and, therefore, 
merit the Approbation of this Society. 
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Reiblved, That this Society, in fupporting its 
lights, will not confine itfelf merely to defen- 
sive Meafures, but as the Sale of the Peerage, 
and of Seats in the reprefentatite Houfe of Par- 
liament, and other Corruptions are openly and 
notorioufly practifed by a fhamelefs and profli- 
gate Adminiftration, this Society will, without 
Delay, prepare Materials for Profecutibns againft 
fuch Members of the Adminiftration as have 
been guilty of fuch Enormities', 

Relblved, That although we defpife the paltry 
Trick by which thofe, interefted in the prefent 
unconftitutional Reprefentation of the People,, 
endeavour to fix, as a Stigma, the Character of 
Republican arid Leveller on every active Promoter 
of Reform,— yet, as we fee with Concern, that 
fome well-intentioned and fihcere Friends of that 
Meafth* have been affected with a Fear artfully 
and groundleflly excited for corrupt Purpofes, 
We think it our Duty to declare, on our own be- 
half, that the Obje6V. of our Inftitution is an im- 
partial and adequate Reprefentation of the Iriih 
Nation in Parliament j— ^and, in order to prove, 
that our Views are, and always have been, di- 
rected to that^End, we hereunto flibjbin the Teft, 
which was adopted on the Eftabliftiment of this 
Society, and which has been uniformly taken by 
every Member on his admifiion. 

(Note— See Tift, page 5) 
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B act-lane, January \\tb y 1793. 



WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman, 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, Sec. 
The SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN 
of the CITY df DUBLIN. 



Unconnected with Party, faithfully 

tached to the principles of the Conftitution, and 
aflbctated for the attainment of a communion 
of Rights, and of an equal and impartial Repre- 
sentation of the Nation in Ireland, are happy 
in expreffing their tribute of praile and gra- 
titude, to their moll Gracious Sovereign for that 
part of the Speech from the Throne, whereby 
his Majefty particularly recommended to his 
Parliament, to take into their ferious confi- 
deiation, the iituation of his Catholic Subjects. 
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Tut SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN ' 

or DUBLIN. 

To the IRISH NATION. 

WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, Stc. 

It is our right and our duty, at this time and 
at all times, to communicate our opinion to the 
public, whatever may be its fuccefs ; and under 
the protection of a free-prefs, itlelf protected by 
* j u T> judges °f ^ aw as we ^ 38 f a &> we will 
never be afraid to fpeak freely what we freely 
think, appealing for the purity of our intentions 
to God, and as far as thefe intentions are mani- 
fefted by word, writing, or aftion, appealing 
to the juftice of our caufe, and the judgment of 
our country. 

On the 9th of November, 1791, was this So- 
ciety founded. We and our beloved brethren of 
Belfaft firft began that civic union, which, if a 
nation be a,fociety united for mutual advantage, 
has made Ireland a nation j and at a time when 
all wifhed, many willed, but few fpoke, and 
fewer afted, we, Catholics and Pioteftants, join- 
ed our hands and our hearts together; funk every 
diftinftive appellation in the name lrijbman\ and 
in the prefence of God, devoted ourlelves to uni- 
veifal enfranchifement, and a real repfefentation 
or an the people in Parliament. On this rock 
of nght our little ark found a refting-place ; gra-* 
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dually, though not flowly, throughout the coun- 
try, Other ftations of fafety appeared, and what 
before was agitated Tea* became firm and fertile 
land. Prom that time have the body and fpirit 
of our Societies increafed, until felfifli Corpora- 
lions, funk in confcious infignificance, have 

fiven way to a grand' incorporation of the Irifli 
eople; 

We have, in our Digeft of the penal laws, ad- 
drefled ourfehres fuccefsfullyi to the good fenie, 
humanity, and generous indignation of all Ire- 
land) convincing public reafoA, alarming public 
confcience, and holding up this collection of 
bloody fragments as a terrible memorial of go> 
vernment without juftice, and of legality with- 
out constitution. It has been our rule and our 
practice never to enter into compromife or com- 
petition with a noxious , principle, and we have 
therefore fet our race, and lifted our voice, 
againft this perfecuting and pufillanimous code, 
as againft the murderer of our brother, eager to 
erafe the whole of it from the ftatute-book as it 
erafed our countrymen from the ftate* and wifh- 
ihg to profcribe fuch an incongruous and inon* 
Itrous conjunction of terms as Penal Laws not 
only from a digeft of the laws but from the dic- 
tionary of the language. 

It has appeared our duty* in times fuch as 
thefe, when the head is nothing without the 
heart, and with men fuch as we oppofe, not only 
to write and fpeak but to act and fufFer j to 
reckon nothing hazardous, provided it was ne- 
ceffary.; to ome forward with the intrepidity 
which a good caufe infpires, and a backward 
people required j by going far ourfelves to make 
ethers follow fafter, though, all the time con- 
juring us to retreat 5 in (hort, to make .the retxo- 
gade ftatioftary, and the ftationary progTeffivcj 
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10 quicken the dead* and add a Aral to tht 
living. 

Knowing; that what the tongue is to the man, 
die prefe is to the people, though nearly blafted 
in our cradle by the forcery of lolicitbrs of law* 
and general attorneys, we have perfifted with 
courageous perfeverance 1 to rally around this for- 
lorn hope of freedom* and to maintain this citau 
del of the confutation, at the rifque of perfonal 
fecnritjy property, and all that was dear to us* 
They hare come to us, with a writ and a war-* 
rant, and an ex officio information, but we hare 
eonte to them in the name of the genius of the 
Brhifh conftiturion and the majefty of the people 
wH Ireland. Is fedition againft the officers of 
adrnihiftration, to exercife the criminal jurif* 
* diction of the country, and is fedition againft 
tare people, to walk by with arrogant impunity f 

We have defended the violated liberty of the 
fubjcct againft the undefined and voratious pri- 
rilegeof the Houfe of Commons, treating with 
merited fcorn the hifolfent menaces of men in- 
Aated with office^ and hot only have we main- 
tained the rights of the people at the bar of this 
branch of the legiflature, but we have, at the 
bench of judicature, vindicated the right of the 
nation, its real Independence and fupremaeyj 
demonftrating that general inviolability was made 
tranfmiflible to one or many deputies, to the 
utter extinction of refponfibility, the evafion of 
criminality j and that the executive power of 
imperial and independent Ireland, was merely a 
jingling, appendage to the great Seal of Great 
Britain. Not a man fo low, that, if opprefled 
by an affumption of power, civil or military* 
has not met with our counfel, our purfe and our 
protection : not a man fo high, that if acting 
contrary to popular right or public independence, 
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tnd martriert of the People ; bifid ttfgettat tft* 
dlftlnc*t, aftd hitherto contending clafleS of fe. 
ciety, by the cement Of reciprocity and the tri- 
tdrehaffge of obligations, and make the higher 
ranks^bglli^raues that adorfi the Ztch—M 
their dependence oh the people, who, are the 
piles that iuppert it. On the Whole, we are ft 
far republicans, as to defire a national Hottfe of 
Commbns, in its origin, its form, its features, 
sMid its fpirit 5 reverencing the pcop le, not eotf- 
fpiring, with, every other rank, againfr. theta, 
againft their privileges, their pleaftires, their 
komely happlneft, their firefide enjoyment; but 
rather cbetilhing the ele&ive franchife, the poor 
man's ewe lamb, and ftigriisltizirig the landlord, 
who would defpoil him of it, as a traitor to the 
conftitutioft* a robber of national right, and 1 
murderer of fHiblic happinefs. 

We have addreffed the Friends of the Pfeopfe 
In England* and have received their concurrence, 
iheir thanks* and their gratulation. — We have 
addreffed the Volunteers. — Deliverers of this in- 
jured land !— Ha?e we done wrong ?->-if we have, 
tear your colours from the ftaff,-*-reverft your 
arms,~muffle your drurtis,-i-beat a funeral march 
for Ireland*— Kind then abandon the Corpfe to 
Fentibles, to Militia, to Invalids* and difmount- 
ed Dragoons. If we have ndt done wrong,^- 
and we fwear by the Revolution of 82 that we 
have riot,— go on with the zeal of enterprizing 
virtue, and a fenfe of your own importance, to 
exercife that Right of felf-defence, which be- 
longs to the Nation,' — and To infufe cortftituti- 
onal energy into the public will, fdr the public 
good. 

We now addreft IreUndi-^Wtf addreTs von atf 
a moral peribn* having a confeience, a will, and 
as underftanding,— bound not only to preftrte, 
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hot fa per4e$ yqar natnre,*-r-tli* nations around 
ypu tp tvjtnefs your s<mduf&, and a God above 
you tp reward y«w virtues, or to punifli jour 
f rimes. We IpeaJt to you a* Man to Man,«- 
j^adjpg yP^F countenance-— remarking the vari- 
ous patfiqns that how #iift acrofs it, ud driving 
<p recpjieft a efoaraAer long obliterated by foreign 
jnfl*#nfie, or, after fhort and fierce deyeiope- 
fWnt$ f becoming the fame dull oiank as before. 
Severed as you have always .been into counter- 
initer£il.s,TTT-afl Englifti interest, an Arifto- 
cratic injtereft, a Prptc#aut intereft, and a Ca- 
tholic intere£,-«-all eontradifHnguimed from com- 
mon-weal i and al)> like the four elements, be- 
fore Wifdom moved on the iiirface of the deep, 
exerting their refpe&ive influences to retain a 
.chaos radjer than create a Conftitution : Actu- 
ated, as you have moft generally been, by cir- 
curoftances merely external — somprelfed at one 
ti.me i**to fortniitoui union by the iron cirx-ie cf 
1Briti/l» 4omination.— at another time, by the 
panic of invajuon and fear of famine, when a 
bankrupt nierchantry and embari-afled gentry, 
were itarved into the common caufe of a beg- 
gared People, whom Government bad firft pil- 
i *ged* and then abandoned at the prefent time, 
pcrhaos impelled chiefly by the extraordinary 
events that have taken place on the Continent, 
it is not lurpriling that your real character is 
jftili, in h great mea/uie, unknown to Europe, 
to ftritajc, and even to y<wi^lf. It is not fur- 
ju ifing, th'at recollc&jr.g the pajt, we mould be 
anxious about the future -that we wii! not en- 
tirely sonfrde )\\ jhe fugitive fpiendof of the mo- 
. ment, the paflmg fpirit of the people, or eyen 
the miraeuloui converiion of Parliament i-^-nwer, 
-»neyer fatisfied or iecure, until we iee a real 
Representation of that Ptoule in that. Parlia- 
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ment 5— -until we can fee Britain and Ireland 
connected by conftitution, not by corruption,— 
by equal, not by ftrong government ; — until we 
fee Public opinion, or the Will of the Nation, 
not as now, a&ing with rude and intermittent 
mocks, but the fettled and central, ballance of 
the political order, around which, without ap- 
parent motion in itfelf, the different branches of 
the Legiflature may revolve with the fiience and 
regularity of the planetery fyftem. ' 

We addrefs your underftanding,— the common 
ienfe of the common-weal, and we afk you, is 
it not a truth, that where the People do not 
participate in the Legiflature, by a delegation of 
reprefentatives, freely, fairly, and frequently 
elected, there can be no public liberty ? Is it not 
the fact, that in this country there is no repre- 
sentative Legiflature; becaufe the* People are not 
re pre fen ted in the Legiflature, and have no part* 
nerfhip in the Conftitution? If it be the prin- 
ciple of the Conftitution, that it is the right of 
every commoner in this realm to have a vote in 
the election of his Reprefentative j and. that 
without fuch vote, no man can be actually re- 
prelented, it is our wifh, in that cafe, to reno- 
vate that conftitution, and to revive its fuf- 
pended animation, by giving free motion and full 
.play to its vital principle. If, on the other 
hand, the conftitution does not fully provide for 
an impartial and adequate reprefentation of all 
the People ; if it.be more exciufive than inclufive 
in its nature ; if it be a monopoly, a privilege, 
or a prerogative ; in that cafe is our defire to 
alter it ; for what is the Conftitution to us, if 
we are as nothing to the Conftitution ? Is the 
Conftitution made for you, or you for it f If the 
People do not conftitute a part of it, what is it 
to theai more than the ghoft of Alfred ; . and 
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what are principles without practice which they 
hear and read, to practice without principle* 
which they fee and feel ? 

The people of Ireland want political power j 
-^taxation without confent, and legiflation with- 
out reprefentation, is not a partial grievance, or 
a Catholic grievance, but the grievance of the 
nation. The elective franchife is with-held from 
all, while all want a • conftituency in the confti- 
tution. The disfranchifed, and the unfranchifed, 
the unreprefented, and the mifreprefented, the 
' Catholic and the Prefbyterian, are equally under 
the law, and out of the conftitution : the Pro- • 
teftant, who is fuppofed to have it, and the Ca- 
tholic who wiflies to have it, are equally inte- 
refted in having it free; for the truth is, that 
the whole community wants that emancipation 
which is neceflary to a Free Government; we 
can give no truer definition of flavery, than that 
ftate in which men are governed without their 
confent, and no better defcription of freedom, 
than that not only thofe who make the law, 
ftiould be bound by the law, but thofe who are 
bound by the law mould have a mare in the 
making it. 

All Ireland knows and feels that the pecple 
are oufted from their own conftitution, and that 
in a Government where they have no participa- 
tion, the King muft become a defpot, and the 
Nation a flave. Public reafon is convinced, and 
we afTert with the confidence of conviction, that / 
there are not 100 in this ifland, inimical to a 
renovation of. the genuine conftitution, who are 
not, at the fame time, perfonally interefted in 
the continuance of its corruptions and the pro- 
' longation of its abufes. The time is come when 
the Nation muft fpeak for the Nation, and the 
long expired Jiour of redemption approaches, 
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perhaps providentStlly protractaf, until the unl- 
verjfai voice could be heard, and the univerfal 
will declared. The, Nation it one : one hi 
body, one in foul, an union of colours in a 
tingle ray of truth j and the fame inextinguimabfe 
principle which has accompli (hed many bloodlds 
revolutions in our hiftory $ the peaceful revolu- 
tion of 79, which gained a Free Trade, the 
peaceful revolution or %% f which gained ah in* 
dependence of right to Ireland; will confurn* 
mate her imperfec't freedom, with equal fafety, 
honor and tranquillity, by the fame means, a 
constitutional interpolation of the people, juftifi- 
able by law, reafon, right and expediency. The 
honor of Ireland, her deareft interefts, prefent 
and future, the intereft of her land-holders, and 
of her merchants, her commercial credit, her 
ftaplc manufaclure, are all involved in the pre- 
* ..fcnt crifis, and urgently call upon you to declare 
in Convention, your wifh, your will, and your 
determination ; that the Houfe of Commons may 
be reftored to that true reprefentative character 
which would regain national confidence, moft ef- 
fectually fupprds all particular a floe i anions, give 
vigour to Government, and reft to the perturbed 
fpirit of the people. 

O, Ireland I Ireland! country to which we 
have clung in all our misfortunes, perfonal, re- 
ligious, political $ for whole freedom and hap. 
pinefs we are here folemnly united j for whom, 
as a fbciety *e live ; and fof whom as men, if 
hard neceftity commands it, we are ready to die j 
let us conjure you not to abufe the prefent precious 
moment, by a (elf-extinguimmtnt, by a credulous 
committal of your judgment and fenfee to the direc- 
tion of others, by an idle and ideot gaze on what 



,good o$ces from all, diftinguiife bttweea k 
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Hibernicifm and that windy patriotifm, which is 
How puffing and blowing in the race of popula- 
rity. Truft as little to ^rour friends as to your 
enemies in a matter where you can act only by 
yourfelves. The will of the Nation muft be de- 
clared before* any Reform ought to take place* 
It. is not therefore any clafs however numerous* 
any fociety however refpe&able, any fubaltern 
aflembly that have either right or competency 
to exprefs that authoritative will. Nothing lefs 
than the people can fpeak for the people. This 
competency refides not in a few freeholders fliiver- 
ing in the corner of a county halj, but only in 
the whole community reprefented in each coun- 
ty, (as at prefent iri Antrim,) by parochial de- 
legation, and then from each county by baronial 
delegation, to provincial conventions, the union 
of which muft form the aweful will of the people 
of Ireland. Let us therefore conclude, by con-, 
juring the county meetings now aflembling to 
follow the example of Ulfter, and by appointing 
delegates to a Convention of their refpe&ive pro- 
vinces, to unite their fcattered and infulated wills 
into one momentous mafs, which may have au- 
thority fufficient to make a declaration of rights 
in behalf of the Nation. Then will the Sove- 
reign gracioufly interpofe on the petition of all, 
the people ; the reality as well as form of good 
Government will be eftabliflied ; the jullice of 
the conftitution vindicated; and when all this 
complicated fyftem'of national fervitude and per- 
sonal oppreffion, of perverted principle, and bale 
practice, (hall be done away, men (hall exceed- 
ingly wonder how a Nation that boafted of a free 
conftitution, and the benignity of its laws, 
could have fufFered itfelf to be loaded fo long 
with a burthen fo grievous and infuppor table. 



Digitized by Cookie 



I 6z ) 



t&jT&R mtfytn*** DUBLIN. 

Hon^ 8IMQN BtfTlgR, Chairman. 

OLJFBH lfQNP 4 ^ecrejarji. 

fit a M c * tin g ^F^Uy convened to recede tfc 
report of tne Committee appointed iq en^u^p 
y info the tendency of the vy-sfr wit!) Fm«ce,r=- 
of the raifing pf the ^lijitia,^apd yf t$p 
bill now pending in Parliament, for pjrsyejtf- 
the importation of 2\in\$ G u R-P°Wr 
der into this kingdom, ajid the removing 
{ and keeping of (£un pawner witjwut li- 
cence, 

%h< fqllggjtq; Report. ny#4 received and a&jttf i 

T^HAT whatever pretexts may be pelt} Qui, 
tfij? reaj objetts of the war aboMt to be dpc|are4 
^ainft France, appear to thjs. Society to b.e*nflt 
merely to punilh crimes, but to perfcciite princi- 
ples 3 not merely to pioteft the allies pf thefc 
kingdoms, but to produce a counter- revqjufipn 
in France j pot merely to check the prpgi-efs. <jf 
republicanifm in Great -Brjtain and Ireland, b^|t 
to ftpp theprogrefs of liberty thrpughput Eurpptj 
'and this Society is convinced, that this, war wou#l 
pever be carried on, if jt $lid not tepti tp effe&uate 
a treaty, or rather 9. con/piracy, entered jnto.hjr 
tyrants an4 abettors of tyranny, when France 
had committed no crime, unlefs tl>e emancipation 
of 14. millions pf men be ope. 

That it appears to tluV Society, that a war, 



Digitized by Cookie 



( h ) 

which miift he chiefly waged at fea, and which, 
however fuccefsful, can Scarcely be maintained 
except to the ruin of commerce, is peculiarly . 
dangerous to this ifland, the profpesity of whicb 
depends a 1 mo ft entirely upon its trade, and the . 
coramerciar credit and confidence of which, have 
already been inftdioufly lhaken to a degree which, 
every merchant and trader feels, and which fe ve- 
nd of its infant manufactures have lamentably 
experienced. 

That thi* 'Society firmly attached from feriou* 
deliberation and conviction to a reform in the* 
reprefentation of the people in parliament, and 
to a government by king, lords and commons* 
cannot but come forward publicly to exprefs its 
difapprobation and Ibrrow at a war* the tendency* 
of which, -if fuccefsful, muft be to perpetuate 
inveterate abufes, and if unfortunate, may lead 
to the eftabliming of fyftems of government un- 
tried in this country, and the appreherifion of 
which, is alledged as a principal reafon for en-* 
gaging in hoftility. 

That it appears to this Society, not only inex- 
pedient, but an infatuation amounting almoft tot 
madnefc, to iubjecl: Ireland, labouring under, 
grievances hardly fubmitted to in time of peace F 
to the invafion of men, who profefs to carry along 
with them " not fire and fword but liberty. , * 
And if a warVith France be in truth unavoidable* 
a redrefs of thofe grievances, more peculiarly by 
a total emancipation of the Catholics, and by a 
radical reform in parliament, ought to be confix 
dered as an indifpenfible preliminary. 

That it appears to this Society, that the ten- 
dency of raifing the militia in this kingdom, is to 
inveft an k ever-grafping adminiftration with an 
enormous and alarming patronage, to extend it*. 
Influence wide beyond the walls of parliament, 
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and to diffufe corruption through all clafles of the 
ptople. 

That it has alfo another afflicting tendency, 
namely, to reprefs, and if poflible, to deftroy the 
Volunteer inftitution, by which this itiand was 
once before defended in time of war, and to 
which we again look, almoft exclufively, for the 
protection of ourfelves and of our conftitution, in 
the awful crifis that awaits us. 

That it appears to be intended by the bill now 
depending in parliament, entitled, " a bill to 
€S prevent the importation of arms and gun- 
** powder into this kingdom, and the removing 
4S and keeping of gun-powder without licence,** 
to prohibit the importation into this country of 
arms, ammunition, gun-powder or military ftores, 
by any of his MajeftVs fubjects, under the penal- 
ty of forfeiture of the fame, and alfo of the fum 
of £500 : a precaution which cannot but appear 
extremely lingular at the commencement of a war 5 
a period, when it is the ufual policy of dates to 
encourage the importation of all articles necefTary 
or defence, and to difcourage their exportation 5 
and the only exception to this extraordinary pro- 
hibition, is a particular and fpecial licence, 
difficult to be obtained, and which may be re- 
fufed. 

That it appears to this Society, that the palpa- 
ble tendency of this bill is to enact, as againft 
ike r whole body of the people* the rigour of that 
penal code, respecting the keeping and ufing of 
arms, which it is profeffed, is intended to be 
partially repealed, as in favour of the Catho- 
lics. 

That in order to carry this into effect, it is 
intended by this bill to enact, that no perfon 
(hall remove from any part of this kingdom, to 
any. other part of this kingdom, any arms, am- 
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munition, gun-powder or military ftore$i witfo- 
out a fpecial and particular licence, under the 
penalty of a forreifure of the fame, and of 

That this Society is not aware what interpret < 
ration will hereafter be put upon the words " from. 
*' any. part of this kingdom to any other part 
" of this kingdom," as that may depend upon, 
the charge of a corrupt judge, or the vtrdi& 
of a packed jury $ but in ftrictnefs of conftruc* 
tton, no man will be warranted, under this bill* 
to remove his firelock from his city to his country 
refidence, or even perhaps from one chamber to 
another, or to take it down from his chimney 
and fire it at a houfe- breaker, without a fpecial 
licence* 

That by this bill it is intended to inflict on each 
a& (which it conftitutes a crime without conftder- 
ing the intention of the agent) at leaft the penalty 
of £s oo > paying n ° regard to the nature of the 
a&, or the fituation and circuraftances of the party, 
and which, in its execution, will to a large 
majority of the nation amount to perpetual impri- 
jonmcnf „ 

That by this bill it appears intended to empow- 
er every juftice of peace, without information 
upon oath, at his difcretion, whenever he may 
think proper, at any hour of the day or night, 
forceabiy to enter ajnd to fearch the hou/e of any 
of his Majefty's futyje&s. 

That according to the provisions of this bill, 
it may not be in his Majefly's clemency to remit 
the penalty or forfeiture incurred under it, in 
as much as any common informer may fue for the 
fame. 

That this Society cannot be much confoled by 
reading that >his bill is to expire at the end of 
the next tefiion of parliament after the jft. of 
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January 17 94, when it reflects, that many of the 
oppreflive acts, which ftill continue to difgrace 
oj|r ft atut e-book, had their commencements as 
temporary iatus, and were ever afterwards moft 
Shamefully fuffered to receive their continuances 
in lilence. ' 

That although this bill is pretended to be 
grounded on the late tumultuous rifings in fome 
parts of this kingdom, and the clandeftine im- 
portation and fecret keeping of arms, ammuniti- 
on, gun -powder and military (lores, its conceal- 
ed but direct object appears to this Society t© be, 
like the militia bill, to put down the Volunteers 
of Ireland, by rendering their array utterly im- 
practicable. 

That this Society would recommend it to cer- 
tain members of parliament, who call themfelves 
Patriots, becaufe they are in Opposition, to 
watch over the welfare of the nation, and if they 
have not endeavoured to pj^event'its being involv- 
ed in a war which muft beruinousto its commerce, 
and may probably prove deftructive either of its 
liberty or of its conftitution ; at leaft to protect 
it from a militia, calculated, while it ftrengthens 
the ftanding vice of our government, to overbear 
the faviours of their country, and to avert from 
it the grievous oppreflions or a bill, which con- 
travenes every principle of penal law, and which 
for atrocity is (carcely paralelled even by any of 
the ftatutes ena6led againft the Catholics of Ire- 
land. And this Society would lubmit to thofe 
gentlemen, whether by fo doing they will not 
better iu.fi. their duty to their conftituents, and 
better fave rhemfelves from becoming fnbjects of 
dupery and derin\>n to their enemies, and of me- 
lancholy pity to their friends, than by calumnia- 
ting an inttitution, the objects of which arc mere 
upnght and conihtutionai than even the principles 
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they prpfefs to maintain, and the member* of 
which are not chargeable with any tergiverfatioa 
of conduct. 



Friday, March I/?, 1793. 
HOUSE of LORDS. 



JL HE Hon. Simon Butler and Mr. Oliver 
Bof(D appeared at the Bar in purfuance of their 
fummonies. 

Lord Mount joy propofed, that the following 
paper, which he had read on the night preceding, 
and which had the names of the perfons at the 
bar prefixefl to it, ihould be fubmitted to their 
inlpe&ion. 



" UNITED IRISHMEN of DUBLIN. 

«« Hon. SIMON BUTLER, Chairman. 

« OLIVER BOND, Secretary, 

t{ WHEN a Commitre of Secrecy was firft ap- 
pointed by the Houfe of Lords, to enquire into 
the caufes of the rifiiigs in certain counties of 
this kingdom ; although this Society well forefaW 
the danger of abuie, to Which fuch an Inftitution 
was fubjeft, yet it was retrained from expreiling 
that opinion by the utility of the profejfed object, 
and by the hope, that the prefence and advice of 
the two firft Judicial Officers of this country, 
would prevent that Committee from doing thofe 




" %tfb February, 1793. 
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illegal aft*, ^nich left infojffififc! me* Itiight U 
tfuch a fiftiation commit. 

" But fmce it has thought (it to change ilfelf** 
from a Committee to enquire into the nfings in 
Certain counties of this kingdom, into an Inqui- 
sition, to fcrutinize the .private principles and 
fecret thoughts of individuals ; fince it has not 
confined itfelf to fimple enquiries and voluntary 
informations, but has aflamed the rights and ex- 
ercifed the power of compelling attendance, and 
.enforcing anfwers upon oath to perfbnal inter- 
fefgatories* tending to criminate the party exa- 
mined: fmce its researches are net confined to 
the profefled purpofes of its inftitution, but di- 
Ve&ed principally to the difedvery of evidence in 
fwpport of prosecutions heretofore commenced, and 
utterly unconnected with the caufe of the tu- 
mults it was appointed to inveftigate ; firice in its 
proceedings it has violated well afcertained prin- 
ciples of law, this Society feels irfelf compelled 
to warn the public mind, and point the public 
attention to the following obfervations : 

" That the Houfe of Lords can aft only in a 
Legiflative or Judicial capacity. 

** That in it's Legiflative capacity it has no 
authority to adminifter an oath. 

" That in it's Judicial capacity it has a right 
to adminifter an path ; but that capacity extends 
only to error and appeal, except in cafes of im- 
peachment and trial of a peer, in which alone 
the Houfe of Lords .exercifes an original jurif- 
diclion. 

" That the Houfe of Lords, as a Court, has 
To right to aft by delegation. 

That the Committee of Secrecy poflTefTes no 
authority, but what it derives, by delegation from 
the Houfe of Lords. 
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That as the Houfe of Lords docs not pof- 
fcft jurifdicJion in the fubjeft matter referred to 
the Committee ; and as, even if it did, it could 
not delegate the fame, it neceflarily follows, that 
the Committee has not judicial authority, and 
cannot adminifter an oath. 

" That even if the Committee of Secrecy 
acted as a Court, it's proceedings ought not to be ; 
fecret. 

" That no court has a right to exhibit per- 
fonal interrogatories upon oath, the anfwers to 
which may criminate the party examined, except ' 
at the deiire of the party, and with a view to 
putge him from a contempt. 

" That it was the principal vice of the Courts 
of High Cofrimiflion and Star Chamber, to exa- 
mine upon perfonal interrogatories to convict the 
party examined ; and that thofe courts were 
abolifhed, becaufe their proceedings were illegal, 
unconlHtutional and opprejfitve" 

This paper was accordingly delivered into the 
hands of Mr. Butler, by the Gentleman Uftier 
—after he had feen it, he was afked by Lord 
Mountjoy, if that paper, bearing his ( name, was 
printed by his directions or authority ? 

Mr. Butler faid, that the paper contained a 
Declaration of the Society of United Irifhmen of 
the City of Dublin, and bore date the 24th Fe- 
bruary, 1793, that he prefided at the Meet- 
ing that as Chairman he put the queftion on 

the feveral paragraphs, accoiding as they were 
handed to him, by the Committee which had been 
appointed to prepare them, — r-that he was then, 
and is ftill fatisfied, that every paragraph of that 
declaration was agreeable to law, and the prin- 
ciples of tne conftitution. 
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Lord Mountjoy laid, that Mf. Butler hid nftt 
yet anfwered, whether he authorised the pabl't* 
cation ? 

Mr. Sutler replied, that he* mHnt ta give rh* 
fulleft information oh the ftibjeft, he did au- 
thorize the publication, he authorised it itt com- 
mon with every individual of the Stic let y. 

Kir. Bond was then ihterfogated-^-^he Wa* 
afked whether he had figned the paper,— 4ie fe^ 
plied that neither he nor Mr. Butler hid figned 
the papen — The refolufiorts of this Society are 
reflrred to the Committee of Cofrei)>ondence for 
publication.— The Committee caufe the name* b#. 
the Chairman and Secretary to be prefixed h> 
every publication.— »That as Secretary he deli- 
vered this declaration to the Committee of Cdrw 
refpondence.— And, on being alked, by Lord 
Clonmelf, whether he delivered it to the Com- 
mittee for the purpofe of publication, and whe* 
ther he thereby authorized the publication, he re- 



cord Chancellor then alked Mr. Butlef, whe- 
ther he had any thing further to add.— Mr. 
Butler faid, that he attended to anfwer qtieftions, 
that if his Lordfhip had any queftions, to aik, 
he (Mr. Butler) was ready to anfwer. 

Mr. Butler and Mr. Bond were ordered to 
withdraw, but not to leave the Houfe. 

They were fliortly afterwards again Ordered to 
the Bar, and the following refblutions, agreed 
to by the Houfe in their abfence, having been 
read, viz. 

" That the faid paper was a falfe, fcandalous, 
and feditious libel; a high breach of the privi- 
leges of this Houfe, tending to difturb the public 
peace, and queftioning the authority 61 this 
High Court of Parliament." 
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«• That Simon Butler and Oliver Bond having 
conffffe4 that they had authorized the fame to be 
printed* fhould be taken intq cuftody." 

They were committed to the cuftody of th« 
Gentleman l/flier— -an.d ordered to withdraw in 
fuch cuftody. 

In fome time afterward* they were brought 
tp the Bar in cuftody of the Gentleman Ufher. 

The Lord CAajKtUfif, rfter reciting the fore- 
going refolutions, fpoke to the following pur- 
port : *' Simon J&tfer §nd Oliver Bond* you 
were called to the Bar to anfwer for a libel on 
this High Court of Parliament,-— you have con- 
fcfled that fuch libel, which for its prefumption, 
ignorance and miichievous tendency is unp?ec«~ 
Rented, was printed by your authprify^r-you, 
Sjtnon flutkr, cannot plead ignorance in extenur 
atiqnswryour noble bvfh, your education, the ho* 
noujable profeftiqn to which you belppg, bis Ma- 
j^fty's gqipn which you wear, and to which you 
ftand a djfgrace, gave you the advantage* of 
knowledge, w d areftro^gcircuniftances. pf aggrava- 
tjpn. of ypu^ gu^lt.i«-lt remains for me to pronpuuce 
tin? Judgment of the Woufe, which is, that you. 
§kW&. Rutler and Oliver Bond* be imprifoned 
§u( Months in the gapi of Newgate ; that each 

you pay $ fine tp therl^mg of £500, and that 
you are no| tp be d&ha|-g«.4 f|pm ypur confine- 
ment till fuch fine be paid." 

They were then taken from the Bar, and in a 
ihort time after, conveyed in a Coach to New- 
gate, under the efcort of 50 or 60 Soldiers and 
directions of Alderman Warren* 
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March \ft, 1 793. 



at A full MEETING of the SOCIETY 

^ of UNITED IRISHMEN. 
BEAUCHAMP BAGENALL HARFET, 



" JL HAT a Deputation of five do wait, as 
early as poffible, on the Hon. Simon Butler, 
and Mr. Oliver Bond, to exprefs the feelings 
of this Society as Men, as Citizens, and as 
United Iriffimen on the events of this day, to 
teftify our warmeft fenfe of gratitude for their 
dignified and magnanimous avowal of the Refo- 
lutions of this Society before the Houfe of Lords, 
and to pledge to them our lives, our fortunes, 
and our facred honour, that we will never forfake 
our Officers, nor abandon the* poft of legal and 
conftitutional Principle which we and our Offi- 
cers have hitherto maintained, unffiaken, unfe- 
duced and unterrified. 



in the Chair. 



THOMAS RUSSELL, Secretary. 



RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
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Newgate, March a, 1793, 

The Deputation having waited on Mr, Butler 
and Mr. Bond, they returned the following 
Anfwer to the Society. 

GENTLEMEN, 

w E received with pride your approbation of 
our conduct— Our caule is honourable and juft. 
Whatever precedents maybe adduced from Engli/b 
Journals in times antecedent to the Revolution and 
the Bill of Rights, our fufFerings, unexampled 
for (everityi are unprecedented in this Kingdom* 
unwarranted by Law {and inconfiftent with the 
principles of the Conftitution. We will, how- 
ever, bear them with fortitude 5 and entertain 
the (anguine hopes that as we have been the firft, 
fo we may be the laft Victims of Arbitrary power 
in this Nation. 

SIMON BUTLER % 
OLIVER BOND* 
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March 3, 1753. 
the SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN of 

D U B L I N. 

to the PEOPLE of IRELAND. 

BEAUCHAMP BAGENALL HARVET, 
Chairman* 



THOMAS RUSSELL, Secretary.' 



E have often addrefle.d you in your eaufe j 
fuffer us for once to addreis you in our ow»^ 
Two of the officers of our Society have been 
thrown into a common prifon, for the difcharge 
of their duty: — a procedure, fp extraordinary^ 
demands that we mould lay before you the whole 
of that conduct, which has brought upon the So- 
ciety fo ftrong ah exertion of power. 

The Society of United Iriftimen was formed in 
November, 1791* Their principles, their mo- 
tives, and their objects, were fet forth in their 
Declaration and their Teft.. At that period the 
fpirit of this nation was at the loweft ebb j the 
great religious feels were diiunited, the'Protei- 
tants were tlimeartened and funk by the memo- 
rable defeat of their Convention in 1783 - T the 
Catholics, without allies or fupporters, accuf- 
tomed to lock to admin iftration alone for relief 
dared fcarcely afpire to hope for the loweft degree 
of emancipation, and even that hope was repel, 
led with contumely and difdain ;— administration 
was omnipotent, oppoiition was feeble, and the 
people wcre-*-nothing. 
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Sttdi was the fituation of Ireland, when irt 
Bfl/aft and in Dublin two focieties were formed, 
for tht jmrpofe of effectuating an union of thertf- 
Jigisys fefts, and a parliamentary reform. From 
tSt inftant of their formation a new aera com- 
metlGed : the public has been rouzed from their 
ftliBef; the- ancient energy of the land is again 
Called forth, and the people feem determined, in 
thf spirit of 82j to demand and to obtain their 
fcffjg loft rights. 

The firlt meafure of the United Iriflimen was, 
.ft declaration in favour of a full and complete 
ifflftfleipatiori of the Catholics. — What was the 
§ ©flfequence ? The moment that great and op- 



hm hetri fo long held, and with the heavy yoke 
ef the Penal Laws yet hanging on their necks, 
♦h#y fummoned their reprefentatives from the 
four provinces of the kingdom, and with thede- 
tiifaincd voice of millions they called upon their 
&Vereign for a total abolition of that abominable 
fifid bloody code : a code* the extent and feverity 
4N' winch was firft made known by a report fet 
.feffh by this Society, and compiled by the know- 
fed^e and induflry of that man, who is now the 
^ifiiiirof his dilinterelted patriotilm, and who in 
£«bjifhing to the world the abominations of i^ 
tolerance, bigotry, and perfecution, has c6Wf£' 
Itiltted a fin againft corruption which can never 
he forgiven. 

If the knowledge of that penal code has been 
tiftful* if the complete union of the religious 
{efts has been beneficial, if the emancipation of 
Catholics be good for Ireland, then may this So- 
ciety daim fome merit, and feme fupport, from 
theif countrymui. 




F t 
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In 1 791 9 tHere was not a body of Men in Ire^ 
land thajL^niured to fpeak, or fcarce to think, 
.of rejoVm. The utmoft length that patriots of 
that>day went, was to attack a few of the out- 
works of corruption — the Societies of United 
Iriflimen ftormed her in the citadel. They did 
not fritter down -the public fpirit, or di (tract the 
public attention^ oy a. variety 01 petty meafures ; 
they were not- afraid to clip the wings of pecu- 
lation too clofe, or to cut up the trade of parli- 
ament by the roots : — They demanded a parlia- 
mentary reform; and what has been the confe- 
quence-? The cry has been re-echoed from county 
to county, and from province to province, till 
every honett man in the nation has become ardent 
in the purfuit j and even the tardy and lingering 
juftice of parliament has been forced into a re- 
cognition of the principle. If then reform be 
good for Ireland, this Society, which firft re- 
newed the purfuit of that great object, may 
claim fome merit, and fome iupport from their 
countrymen. 

At the opening of this feflion every man 
thought that the unanimous with of the nation 
on the two great queftions muft be gratified 
that the Catholics muft be completely emanci- 
pated, and a radical reform in parliament effec. 
tuated 5 but this delufion was foon removed, It 
was fuddenly difcovered, that it was neceflary to 
have a ftrong Government in Ireland ; a war waft 
declared again ft France, ruinous to the rifmg 
profperityof this country; 20,000 regular troops, 
and 16,000 militia, were voted, and the famous 
Gun-powder Bill pafled, by the unanimous con- 
Cent of all parties in parliament ; the Society of 
United Iriflimen, a vigilant centinel , for the 
public good, warned their countrymen of the 
danger impending over their liberty and their 
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commvgir fhey knew in doing Co ttiey wer£ 
txponi^pftnemfelves to the fury of government* 
but they disregarded th/ir own private fafety* 
when the good of their country was ait ftafce. 
They could not hope to ftop thefe meafures, for 
they had no power, but what they could they 
did, they lodged their folemn proteft againft 
them, before the great tribunal of the nation. 

In the progrefs of the prefent feflion, it wa* 
thought neceflary by the Houfe of Lords to efta- 
blifti a Secret Committee, to inveftigate the caufe 
©f the difturbances now exifting in a few coun- 
ties in this kingdom. The examination of fe- 
veral individuals having tranfpired, the Society 
of United Iriflimen felt it their duty to ftep for- 
ward again, and to give fuch information to 
their countrymen as might be neceflary for their 
guidance. — They ftated a few plain principles, 
which they did then and do now conceive to be 
found conjhtutioTTal law. But now the meafure of 
their offences was foil, and the heavy hand of 
power fo Jong with -held, was to fall with treble 
weight upon their heads.— Their chairman, the; 
Hon. Simon Butler, and their fecretary, Mr. 
Oliver Bond, were fummoned before the Houfe 
©f Lords ;they were called upon to avow or difavow 
the publication $ they avowed it at once with the 
ipirit and magnanimity of men who deferved to 
be free : for this they have been fentenced, with 
Efeverity unexampled in the parliamentary an- 
9tals of this country, to be imprifoned in New- 
gate for Six Months, and to pay a fine of £500, 
each and to remain in prifon until the faid fines 
fee paid. By this fentence, two gentlemen, one 
•f noble birth, of great talents, and elevated fixa- 
tion irtan honourable profeffion $ the other, a mer- 
chant of the faineft character, the higheft refpe&a, 
fcdlity, and in great and extenfive bufineft, are tors 
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away from their families and connexions, carried 
through the ftreets with a military guaVd# ftfld 
plunged iike felons into the common diet, 
where they are at this inftant confined ftmeflj* 
the vileft malefactors, the drofs aud refyfe ef 
the earth, ' and this sentence was PRO- 
NOUNCED BY A BODY, WHO ARE AT 0W€8 
JUDGES AND PARTIES, WHO MEASURE, TBS 
OFFENCE, PROPORTION THE PUNISHMIWff 
AND FROM WHOSE SENTENCE THERE LJII MS 
APPEAL, 

We do not mention here criminal profecutioflf 
inftituted againft leveral of our members in fh« 
courts of law, for pul timing and diftributifig our 
addrefs to the Volunteers of Ireland ; relbe& for 
the exifting laws of our country, impofes upofi 
us a filence which no provocation mall indue© u§ 
to break, we know when juries INTERVI Wf 9 

THAT JUSTICE WILL BE DONE., 

Such is the hiftcry of the Society, ap4 ftieh. 
are the enormities which have drawn upon them 
the perfecution upon which they now labour* 
Their prime offence is their devoted attachment 
to reform; an a f ta;hment, which in the eytf of 
a bad adminiftra^ion includes all political fifl| 
their next offence, is an nrdent wifh for a com- 
plete and total, not a partial and illufory, man* - 
(ipation of the Catholics. Their next offence j* 
having publifhed a ftiong cenfwe on the impend* 
jng ruinous war, on the militia and gun-powder 
acts; and finally, the crowning offence for whidl 
their officers now lie in gaol, by order of tbf 
Houfe of Lords, is having inftructed their coutu 
trymen in what they conceive to be , the Jaw of 
the land, for the guidance of thofe who might 
be fummoned before the Secret Committee, 
. The Society now Submits to their countrymen 
a few plain fa&s ;^-The war has been ap proyid 
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hj Parliament j 36,000 men have been voted-* 
to be employed in Ireland ; the Gun-powder Bill 
is .pafled ; the Volunteers of Dublin have beeft 
infulted ; their artillery has been' fei zed ; foldiers 
hourly are feert with a Police Magiftrate at their 
head parading the fleets, entering and fearching 
the houfes of Citizens for arms ; and. 'finally* 
the officers of the only Society which had fpirit to 
obferve on thofe proceedings, are feized an<£ 
thrown into prifon. This i.s what has been done* 
we will add what has not been done; a .complete 
emancipation of the Catholics has not been grant-i 
ed, and a reform in Parliament has *not been ac-* 
complilhed. 

We have now fubmitted to our country the 
*»rhole of our prefent fituation j^wif h that coun- 
try it refts to decide upon our conduct $• if thejr 
approve it, to teftify their approbation ; if thejp- 
condemn it, to exprefs that condemnation. The 
mode of doing the one or the other is obvious. 
In one province the people have already orga- 
nized themfelv^s, and declared their political 
creed. \ Let the other provinces follow their ex- 
' ample. Let the National Convention then afTem- 
ble and pronounce the National will. That will 
muft have its due weight. 

We may be after all wrong ; our ardency in pur- 
fuit of conftitutional liberty may be fuch as our 
countrymen have not yet fpirit to follow ; in that 
cafe we muft defift, but we ftiall defift, not from con-« 
vision, but from defpair. If Iriflimen do not wifh. 
to fee Catholics completely free ; if they defire the 
continuance of inveterate abufe and corruption f 
if they dread a reform in the reprefentation ofT 
the people j if they wifli to behold an inftitution, 
once the pride and boaft of Ireland, infulted* 
degraded, and plundered of their arms j if they 
are content to Tee men who have the fpirit to ftep» 
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forward and affert the rights and privileges of 
their country, dragged away like felons, and 
thrown into the common gaol,— then is this 
Society wrong in its purfuits and in its prac- 
tice. — We have no right to agitate with no- 
tions of liberty, now perhaps obfolete^a land 
which is determined to remain funk in the le- 
thargy of corruption; it is our principle,' that 
if a nation wills a bad government, it ought 
to have that government. — We have no power, 
and we have no right, to force men to be free. 

Whatever be the determination of our coun- 
trymen, we will do, our duty ; if our principled 
*hall meet with the approbation and lupnort of 
the nation nothing mall compel us to quit that 
line of conduct which our confeience and our 
honor point out, and which we have hitherto 
endeavoured to purfue : — in the worft event, 
whatever may be our fate, and the public deter- 
mination, we fhall fteadily fupport the men who 
are now, in the honourable dtfcharge of their 
duty, filtering in the caufe of this Society, qf 
Liberty/ and of Ireland. 
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UNITED IRISHMEN op DUBLIN. ^ 

HENRT SHE ARES, Prefident. 

EDW. JOS. LEfTINES, Secretary. 

On Motion, the following Refolution of the 
Catholic Committee was read; 

« 'RESOLVED that it is with pleafure andgra* 
" tit ude, <we have obferved the Houje of Com- 
'* mons, in this Sejfion. unanimoufly taking in- 
tc to their confideration, that mojl important 
* ( meafure, the frefent reprefentation of the 
41 People in Parliament : and ive Jo mojl ear- 
€( nejlly exhort the Catholics of Ireland, to co- 
4( operate vuitb their Protectant Brethren, in all 
•« legal and conjlitutioual means to carry into 
*' effeSl, that great meafure, recognized hy the 
44 wuifdom of Parliament, and fo ejfential to the 
'* freedom, happinefs and prosperity of Ireland 
— a Reform in the ReprefentaUon of th$ 
*• People in the Commons Houfe." 

Resolved, that this Society do agree to the fol- 
lowing Address to their Catholic 
Countrymen. 

fellow citizens, 

^VVe haften to recognize, under this new and 
endearing title, a People tried by experience, and 
jchooled by adverfary, who have fignalized their 
loyalty amidft all the rigctirs of the Law — who 
have proved their "fidelity to a conftirutien wh^ch 
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jarfth refpe& to them violated all its own principal , 
and who havefet an example of patient perduranee 
in religious faith, while for a century they expe- 
rienced a persecution equally abhorrent from evfry 
maxim of good government, and every principle 
pf genuine chriftianity. We congratulate our 
country on fuch a large addition to the public do- 
main of mind, the cultivation and produce of 
which may in fome degree compenfate for pad wftfto 
arid negligence. We congratulate the Empire thftfc 
the lofs of three millions acrofs the Atlantic If 
Tupplied by the timely acquifition of the fame num- 
ber at home. We congratulate the Conftiftiffen 
that new Life is transfufed into its veins at a pg* 
riod of decay and decrepitude ; and we truft lust 
the Heroifm which fufFered with fuch conjfoney 
for the fake of religion, will now change into a 
Heroifm that (hall aft with equal fteadineft and 
confiftency for the freedom, the honour ani the 
independence of this country. 

By the wife benevolence of the Sovereign r by 
the enlightened fpirit of the times, by the union 
of religious pcrfuafions for the good of civil foeiefy, 
hy the fpirit, prudence, and confiftency of tnt 
Catholic Committee, who, during their whole eg , 
iftence, were true to the truft repofed in them* 
and whofe laft breath fan&ified the expedience an4 
neceflky of a Parliamentary Reform ; by t\\efe 
caufes, along with other fortunate coincidences, 
you have been admitted into the outer court of the 
constitution. Look around you — but without fy . 
perftitious awe, or idolatrous proftration, for the 
edifice you enter is not a Temple but a Dwelling, 
Enter therefore with ere£l heads, and yet with 
grateful hearts, grateful to your King, grateful 
to your Country, attached to the conftitutjon by 
manly principle not by childifli prejudice, faithful ^ 
o your friends through every change either or ; 
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riiclr fortune or your own, and if not forgetful of 
% the virulence of your enemies, having, always 
the magnanimity to pity and to defpife them. 

Loving the conftitution rationally, not adopted 
merely to its infirmities, loving it too well, to dote 
upon its abufes, you muft fhortly be fenfible, that, 
without reform, the balance of the elective fran- 
chife will be more off the centre than before, the 
inequality of popular reprefentation more glaring 
and monftrous, the difproportion more enormous 
between the number of electors in 32 counties* 
and that Lb the boroughs from which you are ex- 
cluded. What was kept clofe and cori»upt before, 
will be clofe and corrupt ftill j common right wilL 
&ill be private property : and the conftitution will 
be imprifoned fender the lock and key of corpora- 
tions. • The aera of your enfranchifement will 
therefore eventually work the weal or woe of 
Ireland. We do truft that you will not be incorpora- 
ted merely with the body of the conftitution with- 
out 'adding to its fpirit. You are called into 
Citizenfhip not to fanction abufe, but to difcoun-* 
tenance it, not to accumulate corruption but to 
meliorate manners and infufe into fbciety pure$ 
practice and founder morality j always feparatiag* 1 
in thought and action, mr-government and maU. 
adminiftration from the good fenfe and right 
reafon natural to, and co-eval with th| conftilution ; 
. and always remembering that nothing can be gooj. 
for any part of the nation which has not for its 
object the intereft of the whole. 

Fellow-Citizens. — We fpeak to you with much 
carneftnefs of affection, repeating with lincereit 
pleafure, that tender and doineftic appellation 
which binds us into one People. But what is it 
which has lately made and muft keep us one* 
Not the foil we inhabit, not the language wej» 
but our finglenefs of fentimeut refpectinr 
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great political truth, our indivifible union qn the 
mam 6bje& of general intereft— ra Parliamentary 
Reform. This is the civic Faith for which this 
Society fcxifts, and for which it fuffers under, a 
perfecution that ftill, as of old, fevage in its na- 
ture, though fomewhat fmoother in its fbim,* 
wreaks its mighty vengeance on. perlbn and pro- 
perty, or exerts its puny malice to ruin us in the 
profeflions by which we live, merely for an un- 
daunted adherence to a finale good and glorious 
principle which has always animated our publica- 
tions and will always regulate our practice. We 
conjure you, in the moft fblemn manner, to re- 
member with the refpeft due to fuch authority, 
the laft Words, the political Will and Teftament 
©f a body of men who have deferved fo well of 
their conftituents and of their Country. Never 
forget them. Never forfake them — Let this prin- 
ciple of Reform (Jive in your pra&ice* and give 
energy to the new character you are about to 
fuftain for the glory or the difgrace of Ireland. 

As for us, our particular fiifferings as a Soci- 
ety are loft, at prefent, in an overwhelming fenie of 
national calamity. We wifti in our fbcial, and 
individual capacities, to expedite every mealure 
that has the remoteft chance of giving the fmalleft 
relief to fuch urgent diftrefs, lamenting at the 
fame time that every means adopted mult prove 
partial? ^aMia^veand inadequate, until the origin 
of the extended evil, be boldly looked to, and 
what is universally underftood, is as plainly and 
puMicly expreffed. What then is the Caufe? 
War. What is the Cure? Peace. What will 
prevent a relapie and perpetuate that health and 
ibundnels which it had reitored ? a National Houfe 
jof Commons, that would conform to the will of 
>le by the impoiition or' fuch duties as might 
G ^j( to Irifli manufactures, a natural but not 
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exclufive preference in an Irifli market : a National 
Jfoyfe of Commons a&ing from and therefore for 
the People, not perfonating but reprefenting them, 
not holding ford* the Conftjtutien merely as, an 
object to provoke doubts, or excite terrors, fpeak- 
ing always in clouds, or by thunder j. but writing 
the Law in the tablet of our hearts, rivetting the 
conftitution into the common fenfe of the commu- 
nity, the bafis from which it has ftiifted, and ex- 
tinguimed all difconteat and difaffe&jon by diffu- 
fing rational loyalty and the allegiance of con- 
vinced underftanding. 

We will never eeafe to dwell on this theme, fbr 
we wifh to make the times conform to us, rather 
than to make our principles conform to the times. 
For the prefent, we lye juft in the track of the pef- 
tilential wind of calumny which purpofely con* 
founds the reformer, the republican and the regi- 
cide; which prefer ves and propagates a panic of 
innovation and a diftruft between man and man^ 
in oider to keep back internal union, at the dread * 
ful facrifice ot commercial credit, of public revel 
nue, and of national character. Even, at this 
_ moment, perhaps, a provident jealoufy may be con^ 
t riving means tor our diiperiion, natu rally" ieariul 
that wherever two or three honeftmenare afiemblea 
together, their converfation muft, at this time^ 
turn on the oppieflions ot the lubjeel, and the 
nuierycf this Country. , ' 
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June %\fl> 1793. 
THE SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN 
DUBLIN. 
to the PEOPLE of IRELAND. 
HENRT SHE ARES, Prefident. 
WJLL1AM LE KINGSTON WEBB> Sec. 



W HEN the prefent War firft threatened 
this Nation with the calamities, under which it 
has fince groaned, and by which it is at this 
moment almoft over- whelmed, we warned you of 
the approaching danger, and fought by a timely 
taution to avert the confequent ruin. — We told you 
it was a meafure, fraught with deftruction to 
your infant Manufactures, to your growing Com- 
merce, and to your almoft mature Spirit — How 
far the Prediction we then uttered has been juf- 
tified by the event, let the furrounding miferies 
pf this Country determine — Ah expiring and 
nearly extinguished Credit— the Pride of Com- 
merce hmnbled and difgraced — the cries of Fa- 
mine re-echoed thro' ericreafing thoufands of 
your Manufacturers, difcarded from the exercife 
of their honeft labour, driven into penuiy and 
inaction ; and compelled to feek an uncertain 
fubiiftence from the humanity of their more 
affluent, thef lefs induftrious Fellow-citizens. 
Such are the effects, and luch were the predicted 
conlequences of a War, commenced without 
provocation, and which, if lufFered to continuue 
a few Months longer, muft inevitably produce 
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national Shame, national Bankruptcy, and nati- 
onal Deftru&ion. 

• We declared that the perfecution of Principle! 1 
w»9 the real object of the War, whatever pre- 
texts may be held out. Judge of this affertion 
alio by the event— Behold the external invafian ' 
ftgainft Liberty feconded by internal outrages on 
your moft valued Rights— Behold your band of 
Patriots, once embodied and exulting in the 

florious caufe of Freedom ; once the Pride of 
RELAtfD, and* the admiration of attentive Eu- 
rope, your Volunteers now infulted and difarmed 
•—Behold your loved, your revered, your idol- 
ized Palladium, the tryal by Jury, ^profaned and 
violated : trampled in the duft by the unhallowed 
foot of undefined Privilege—Behold your faith- 
ful Friends, for dating to ftep forward in your 
defence, dragged to a loathfome Prifon, and load- 
ed with every injury, which falfehood and tyrant 
tiy could fuggeft. 

. Impofed upon through the medium of a gene- 
rous fcnfibility, falfely and defignedly excited ta 
entrap you, you too (lightly regarded the falu- 
tary Caution of your Friends 5 and though your, 
reafon and your interefts revolted at the War^ 
you fuffered in filence that pernicious meafure to; 
be adopted— Again we ftepped foi ward j for we 
have no pride, but in the confcious difcharge of 
duty* We attempted to alleviate the miferies 
we could not avert* Forefeeing the dreadful 
ftate of abandonment, into which an interrup- 
tion of Commerce rauft throw the moft ufeful 
and induftrious part of the community, we held! 
forth an example to the public, which, if then 
followed, would have leffened and poftponed that 
inevitable calamity — >We publicly and folemnly 
pledged ottrfdves to the exclulive confumption! 
of Iri(h Manuf-aclurcs, and called on our fellow- 
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citizens, by uniting in a finrilar reiblution to afc* 
ford the only relict then in their power to be-*' 
flow. Yet even, this a& of Patrioufm and Hu- 
manity fupplied calumny with encrcaia of poifet** 
in endeavouring to forewarn our Countrymen* of 
all the dangers and miferies* which at this inftanft 
(bake private happinefs and public fafety to their 
centres, we were reprefented as acting from ma- 
lignant motives* and a* feekiag,, by alarming 
the public mind with groundlefs apprehenfions* 
s to agitate it to outrage— -With filent contempt 
we Uftened to the bafe fuggeftion, fox it was no* 
worthy our refentment. We knew that thofe* 
who had doomed this unhappy Country to it* 
prefent fufferings, would at laft be compelled to 
adopt the palliatives fince they had rejected tbo 
preventives we at firft propofed : We knew that 
they would be forced to nop the cries of clam*** 
rous famine, by taking up the precedent we had 
fet them, and toflytothofe means of appeafing 
the defperate refentment of ftarving thoufands, 
which they had before reprobated as the inftru- 
ment of exciting it. 

What has. been the cafe? Although the Waif 
has yet exifted but a few months, it's dire effects 
have already pierced the very marrow of Society— 
Thofe indeed, who advifed to plunge you into 
all it's horrors, have not futfered the flighteft in- 
conveniencies : but is there an Artificer of any 
defcription, a Manufacturer of any denomina- 
tion, a fingle Irifhman who lives by his honed 
induftry, who has not wholly or in part been 
deprived of his means of fu It en a nee ? All export 
is deftroyed, except the export of Specie, wrung 
from the hard hand of labour to pamper the lux- 
ury of Abfentees— Every trade is fufpended, 
except the trade of Corruption, which flouii/he* 
by the impoverilhment ot this devoted foil— 
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At length this city is fummonedto devife the beft 
means to alleviate the preffing mifery, and guard 
againft the growing danger. In it's decifion is 
r e c orded the public approbation of thofe mea- 
fbres our provident anxiety firft fuggeftcd — It is 
from the verdict of our fellow-citizens alone that 
we have met or wifh to meet redrefs againft Ca- 
lumny and Outrage— To their tribunal we alone 
appeal — at their tribunal we alone find juftice. 

What has hitherto been attempted for your 
relief, is but of a nature temporary and tran- 
fient. Difeafe and pain will again recur, and 
with redoubled force, unlefs you trace the evil 
to it's fource and rectify it there. Dare then. 
Citizens of Ireland, to look your fituation in the 
lace. Shrink not from the touch of truth, but 
with a manly fortitude effectuate your cure, how- 
ever painful the ntceffary operation — Since even 
thofe members of oppofition, in whom you hava 
hitherto foolifhly an*T fatally confided, have abuf- 
ed that confidence, deferred your interests, and 
lupported this deftructive meafure; it is , your 
right, and it is your duty to aft for yourierveg 
in this great crins. Afferable in your Parifhes, 
in your Towns, in your Counties and in your 
Provinces, there fpeak forth your fentiments, 
and let your will be known*— With the firm voice 
of injured millions require a Peace — Purfue the* 
example of the Catholic Convention — Unite order 

with fpifit, tranquillity with action Like 

them, carry your wifhes to the throne itfelf, and 
fear not for their fuccefs — But like them, whilft 
you feek a remedy for your prefent fufferings, 
ever remember that a radical Reform in the fyf- 
tem of reprefentation is the only means of avoid- 
ing a repetition of them — Call on your King to 
chain down the monfter War, which has devour- 
ed your Commerce : which gorges it's hateful ap- 
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tite * by preying on the wretchednefs of your 



inftruments of tyranny and daughter— Call on 
him to fpurn from his counfek thofe, who (hall 
aflat that you .are bound to rob and to be rob- 
bed, to murder and to be murdered, to inflict 
and to endure all the complicated miferies of 
War, becaufe an unfeeling policy fliould diclate 

. the horrid a£l — Call on him td give you Peace— ^ 
But would you render permanent it's 'bleflings, 
when obtained ? — Would you add vigour to your 

' Agriculture, to your Manufa&ures, and to your 
Commerce ?— Would you fecure to yourfelves 
the produce of your various labours, now eon- 
fumed by oppreflive and encreafing taxes j by 
placemen without employment, and penfioners 
without merit ? Reform your prefent ftate of re.- 
prefentation by an infufion of purity and health 
into your Commons Houfe— llold forth to your 
Sovereign the records of Parliament, and let 
him read therein the incompetence of it's ex- 
ifting form — He has already partially acknow- 
ledged the fact, and failed not to efpoufe the 
People's Caufe. ■ He will fee, and with the 
fame ingenioufnefs he will avow, that thofe re- 
peated neceflities for your perfonal interference 
prove the evil of which you complain — From 
his candour and. from his juftice you have e*/ery 
thing to hope, you have nothing to fear. 




enflaving them for life, the 
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JL* 4 SPECIAL MEETING of tut 
. SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN, 
Held on the 15th of JULY, 

for the Purpofe of taking into Confideration theS 
Bill now depending in Parliament, en* 
titled, " A Bill to prevent the EleSlion or 
*« other Appointment of Convention* or other 
4C unlawful AJ'emblies, u/ider pretence of pre* 
4t paring or prefenting Public Petitions, Or* 
4t other Addrejes to his Majefty or the Par* 
. " liament" 



The following Refolutions were unanimoufiy 



HENRT SHEARES, Prejident 
WILLIAM LEriNGSTON WEBB, See; 

RESOLVED, 



X HAT it is, and ever has been the indubi- 
table right of the People of this country to af- 
femble and confult together, for the purpofe of 
inftru&ing their Reprefentatives,' or of petiti- . 
dning any branch of the Legiflature, concern- 
ing fuch meafures, as may in any manner affect 
their interefts. 

That, fmce that part of our ancient Confu- 
tation, which made the office of Sheriff ele&ire 
by the 'People, has been changed, it has too fre- 
quently occurred, that Sheriffs, although require^ 
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agreed to, <viz> 
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according to law to fummon meetings for thofe 
purpofes, have either wholly refufed to comply 
witn fuch requifitions, or complied therewith in 
fuch a manner, as purpofely to defeat the ob- 
jects, for which thofc meetings were furmrroned : 
unlefs agreeable to the views of thofe, to whofe 
influence they were indebted for their office. 

That in the actual exercife of this right, t 
Hiany of thofe evils have alio occurred, which 
neeeifarily attach upon numerous and popular 
meetings, to the prejudice of cool deliberation 
and public tranquillity. 

That w order to avoid thofe ewls, ami yet 
preferve the deliberative right of the People in 
it's full fwee and efficacy, the appointment of 
Delegates from Parifties, Towns, or other porti- 
ons of the People, chofen from amongft therav 
felves for their virtue and talents, appears to us 
moft confonant to reafoa and good policy, and 
moft conducive to the prefervation of peace and 
public order. 

That we cannot attribute any other motives 
to the Roman Catholics this Country, iirpurfu- 
ing $he fyftem above-mentioned, in order to 
collect the opinions of three millions of People 
on the fubject of their deareft interefts, than 
thofe of a laudable anxiety, for the maintenance 
o£ public tranquillity, and the bigbeft reverence 
for the Laws and Conftitution of their Coun-. 
try : As we are perfuaded, that bad their con- 
duct evinced any thing inimical to tnofe, it 
would not have received the fanclion of royal 
approbation, or parliamentary indulgence. 

That the fcrupuloas decorum, obferved ul 
the appointment and conduct of the Catholic 
Committee, and the fuccefs which crowned their, 
labours with the reftitutioii of Conftitutional- 
Rights, are in our eyes inconteftible proofs^ 
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that the Syftem by which that Committee wa« 
created, and that which it purfued were ftri&ly 
conformable: to the Laws of the Land, and 
merit the praife and imitation of this entire 
Notion. 

That we cannot avoid exprefling our appre- 
heniions at the introduction of a Bill into Parli- 
ament, which appears to us, as tending to de- 
prive the People of this Country of the moft 
effectual mode of exprefling and collecting their 
opinions, whenever they (hall think it neceffary 
to inftrod their Reprefentatives) or petition any 
branch of the Legiflature : and we moft earneftly 
warn and exhort our Fellow^citizens of Ireland, 
foeedily to aifemble in their Cities and Counties, 
\w the purpofe of confidering a fubje6r, which 
involves their deareft interefts, and of commu- 
nicating to their Keprefcntatiyes the refult of 
their deliberation;^ or petitioning their Sovereign 
to refufe his royal aflent to that alarming mea- 
fure. 
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UNITED IRISHMEN. 

HENnar She ares having been requeued to Uavt 
the Chair ; • 

JAMES DIXON, Chairman. 

WILLIAM LEPINGSTON fTEBJS, Sec. 

The following Publication was read, 

"TO THE PUBLIC. 



X HE following Paragraph appeared in the 
Freeman's Journal on Saturday aotH ipft. 
and afterwards in other Prints, as a part of the • 
Lord Chancellor's Speeeh in thcHoufe of Lords. 

PARAGRAPH. 

" There were in Dublin two ferfons who were 



On perufal of the above Paragraph, I wrote the 
following Letter to his Lord/hip. 

MY LORD, 





men, to which Society they alfi belonged. 



HAVING this day feen in the Public Prints 
of yefterday, a grofs and infamous calumny, 
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which, from the ftrength of it's allufions, l . 
cannot avoid confidering as directed againft me, 
I think it incumbent on me to addrefs myfelf 
to your Lordfliip, prior to taking any ftep to- 
wards the punifliment of it's author. 

I am induced to take this liberty, my Lord, 
from the circumftances of your Lordfliip* s name 
having been made ufe of (falfely I am perfuaded) 
to fan&ion the malignant' fallhood contained in 
that publication. — It is therein afferted, that 
your Lordlhip, in the Houfe of Lords, repre- 
sented mc as a Member and Agent of the Jacobin 
Club in France, and employed by them to foment 
fedition in this- Country: — An. aflertion, which 
I am bound to believe as ill founded in relation 
to. your Lordfhip, as I know it to be falfe in re- 
fpe& to me. — AfTuring your Lordfliip of my 
perfect conviction, that fuch an accufation could 
never have proceeded from the alledged fource, 
I take the liberty of requefting that your Lord- 
fhip will authorize me to aflert, that the publi- 
cation was unwarranted by any thing that fell 
from your Lordfliip, and tl^tt I may have your 
Lordlhip's permihlon for fifth legal proceeding 
againft the publilher as may feem advifeable. 
I am, my Lord, your Lordfliip's 
moft obedient, . 
Baggot-Jlrleet, very humble Servant, 

July zi, ^793. HENRY SHEARES. 
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t)ubtiu> July *6, 1 79 j. 



Having received no anfwer to the above Let* 
ter, I deem it a duty I owe to rayfelf, to the 
Society to which I belong* and to the Public 
in general, to lay the circumstances of this traiif-. 
a&ion before the Nation. 



Refolvtd, that HENRY SHEARES be addrtftd 
bjf this Society. 

UNITED IRISHMEN to HENRY SHEARES. 



X MIS Society it in it's choice of a Prefident, 
has been di reeled to you by it's conviction of 
your patriotic and Conftitutional principles. 

If by this mark of our refpe& and confidence, 
you have been expQ&d to (lander of the mod An- 
gular and unwarrantable nature, you have de- 
rived this honorable diilinclion from the corrupt 
policy which has been uniformly employed to vi- 
lify the mod virtuous aflertors of their Country's 
Rights. 

Convinced that the calumny, alluded to in 
your Letter to the Chancellor, is unfounded, and 
tb#t the meannefs which marks it, as well as it's 
malignity, renders it impoflible for us to fuppofc, 
that it could have proceeded from the authority 
to which it had been imputed 5 but was rather 
the fabrication of a venal Print, which has long 
infulted the mod honorable and independent 
characters of the community, we earneftly affure 
you, that we will co-operate with you in every 
mode of obtaining jufticc from the laws of your 
Country, 



HENRY SHEARES. 
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Amongft us, nothing is fecret, nothing under- 
• hand— Our numbers, our independence, our 
individual' characters might ftand as tefts of our 
intentions. We have 1 every motive of attach- 
ment to the intereft and happinefs of our Coun- 
try.— The facrifice you make to public duty, 
can only ferve to endear you to us more than 
ever. 

To which Henry She ares gave the following 
4nfwer. 

% 

UNITED IRISHMEN/ 



affectionate addrefs has mad£ the" deep- 
en: impreflipn pn my heart.— I fhall ever hope to 
deferve it— *That congenial principle which fiFft 
led and attached me to ycu, has received, if pof- 
fible, additional energy by this teftimony of your 
approbation .—From the laws of my Country I 
have no doubt of redrefs — In contempt and de- 
fiance of calumny and oppreflion, I will devote 
my life to the great caufe for which we firft 
united; confident, that by a firm adherence to 
the princ pies of our inftitution, we (hall pro- 
portionally effect the welfare aud 'happinefs of 
our native Country. 
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TH B SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN Of 

DUBLIN. 

To JAMES REYNOLDS, M. &> 

HENUT JACKSON, Chairman. 

MATT. DOfFLING, Secretary. 



VV E thank you for yotrr legal and conftrtu- 
tional refinance to an Examination on Oath be- 
fore a Committee of the Houie of Lords. You 
rightly diftinguiftied between the Powtr aflumed 
by that Committee, and the legitimate Authority 
belonging to that Houfe.. I he opinion of thic 
foundell Lawyers in both Kingdoms Sanctions 
this Diftin&ion. In your Conduct mild but 
manly, in your Language gentle in the Letter 
but magnanimous in the Spirit, the o'uftinacy of 
Virtue and the pride of good Senfe were well 
controlled with fierce Precipitation, vulgar Man- 
ners, and ignoble Expr-eflion. 

The Confequence was your. Imprifonment for 
near five Months, — but this is not a Confequence 
that can ever deftroy either political or moial 
Truth j and to a Mind like yours, filled with 
honeft Energy, Confinement is but a Compreflion 
which ferves to give it greater Elafticity. Com- 
mitted at firit for rcfufing to take an Oath, and 
enlarged at laft though perfifting in that Rcfufal, 
you h.ive at once expoied the abufe of Power, 
its Error, and its Inconfiflency. We thank you, 
Sir, for what you have done and fuifercd in th$ 
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Caefe of ydur Country | and although this Coun- 
try fits at prefen* a filent Spectator in torpid 
Aftoniflnrient at the bold Meafures hazarded by 
bad irontlefs Men, and, at a Time when we are 
icarcely fuffered to think as we pleafe, much lefs 
to fpeak as we think-, even at fuch a Time the 
Society *f United lirijbmen would de«m it the fame 
criminal Neutrality to conceal their cenfure where 
it was juftly due, and to withti6ld from you* 
Sir, an equally juft Approbation. 



xVcCEPT the grateful acknowledgments of 
a Man whofe warmeft Wifh i« the Liberty and 
Happinefs of all his Species. 

My Sentiments have ever been congenial with 
yours. — As an Irifhman, I will ever be ready to 
j-efift Oppreflion, and actively purfue every Mea- 
sure which may tend to the complete Emancipa- 
tion of my Country. 



UNITED IRISHMEN. 




JAMES REYNOLPS. 
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Friday, 16th Augtifl. ij^l 



the SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN of 
D U B L I N. 
JOHN SHEJRES, Chairman, 

W. L. WEBB, Secretary, 
TO THE HON. SIMON BUTLER 
and OLIVER fiOND, Efq. 

GENTLEMEN, 
OUR DEAR AND RESPECTED FRIENDS? - 



N the firft of March we faw you enter into 
prifon, with an air and manner* that teftifi^d not on- 
ly a ferene and fettled conviction in the juftice of 
your caufe, but a chearful confidence in your own 
fortitude to fuftain all the confequences that an at- 
tachment to this caufe might bring upon you 
and we now fee you, after an imprifonment of fix 
months, come out with the fame unbending fpirit j 
in the fame health of body j with the fame alacrity 
of mind ; both preferved found and unaltered, 
probably from the fame caufe, that vital energy 
whwch a fenfe of unmerited fuffering, and thecon- 
fcioufnefs of doing our duty, never fail to com* 
municate. It is this confcious fenfe of unmerited 
injury, that refremes the foul amidft the clofeft 
confinement, blows up the fpark of life, and in- 
vigorates both the head an4 the heart. This 

which made Mirabeau write for Liberty in a dun- 
geon, while his enemies confpired, againft it in the 
anti-chamber j this — which expanded the foul of 
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in ipite of bars, in defiance of gaolers, to leave 
the narrow cell where his body lay, and write for 
pofterity— a Hiftory of the World. 

Notwithstanding the irrefiftible argument of iix. 
months imprifonnient in a common gaol, we are 
ftill inclined to lamept, that the law and cuftom 
of parliament mould have ever entered into aeon - 
teft with the liberty of the prefs and the rights of 
the people j and that a difcretionary power of pu- 
nilhment mould fo often fuperfede the ordinary 
courfe of criminal jurifdi&ion and the facred trial 
by jury. We continue ftill inclined to believe, 
that all undefined and irrefponfible power, by what- 
. ever perfon or body affumed, is in it's nature 



the cenforfhip of the prefs, are the only means of 
guarding again ft it's deadening influence, and pre- 
serving thofe barriers which tne fpirit of free go- 
vernment ought to place between the legillative, 
executive, and judiciary departments. We ftill 
think, that particular and anxious care ought to 
be taken, never to mingle and confound the legif- 
lative and judicial powers, for the conjunction is 
politically inceftuous, and the production is always 
a monfter. 

Gentlemen — your country is much your debtor. 
But we mnft fuppofe you by this time too well ex- 
perienced in the mutability of public opinion, to 
expect that lhe will, for the prefent, acknowledge 
the debt, much lefs— -return the obligation j that 
lhe will either fympathife with what you have Suf- 
fered, or partake in our heartfelt joy at your en- 
largement. Indeed you will Scarcely now know 
your country, in a tew months fo much altered. 
Jndifpofed to condole or to congratulate, defpond- 
ing without reaibn, exhaufted without effort, /he 
lit* on the ground, in a fit of mental alienation ; 



deipotic. The Vigilance 
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urtconfcious of her real malady, feared at every 
wliifper ; her thoufand ears open for falfehoods 
from abroad, her thoufand eyes 4hut againft the 
truth at home $ worked up by falfe fuggeftions and 
artful infinuations, to fuch a madnefs of fufpicion* 
as makes her miftake her deareft friends for her 
deadlieft foes, and revile the only Society which 
ever purfued her welfare with fpirit and perfeve- 
rance, as attempting at her lite with the torch of 
an incendiary and the dagger of an affaflin. 

From a public, thus inquifitive about the affairs 
of other people, thus incurious about its owni 
thus deluded, we were going to fay, in language 
t>f high authority, thus befetted, we appeal-for your 
fame, and our own juftification, to the fame pub- 
lic, in a more recollected, a more fober, a more 
dignified moment: when the periftiable politics of 
party in place, and party oUt of place, mall have 
pafled away ^like the almanack of the year 5 
when the light (hall break in on an under-working 
Family Compa8, whofe bufinefsit has been to con- 
ceal the real fituation and fentiments of this coun-: 
try* from the immediate councils of the Sovereign ; 
when a compromising, parly ing, panic-ftruck op- 
pofrtion, negotiating without authority, furren- 
dering without condition, mall repent of their 
pufillanimous credulity; and, when the nation 
/hall dare tb acknowledge as a truth, what in it's 
confeience it feels as a fact, that thoie Only are her 
friends who (land up while all are prOftrate around 
them, and callaloudon miniftry and on oppofitionr 
for Reform, radical, comprehenfiye, immediate 9 
fiich as will nationalize - liberty, and make this 
country ceafe to be what it has been well defer ib- 
tti— m a heavy handed unfeellir.g ariftocraoy over a 
people ferocious and rendered defperate by poyer- 
ty and wreichednefs." But if fuch a time fhould 
Hot foon arrive j if this country mould remain A41 
!.. ......... s. , 
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abufed and contented ; there is a World elfewhere. 
Wherever Freedom is — there is our Country, and 
there qught to be our Home. Let this government 
take care. Let them think, of depopulation, and 
tremble. Who makes the Rich ?— the Poor. 
What makes the fliuttle fly, and the plough cleave 
the furrows ?-— the Poor. Should the Poor emi- 
grate, what would become of you, proud, pow- 
erful, filly men ? — -What would become of you, 
.if the ears of corn mould wither on the (talk, and 
the labours of the loom mould ceafe ?— Who would 
feed you then if hungry, or clothe you when naked ? 
—Give the Poor a Country, or you will lofe one 
yourfelves. Mankind, like other commodities, 
will follow thfe demand ; and, if depreciated here 
below all value, will fly to a better market. 
' Gentlemen, we again falute you with great re- 
flect and affection, as Friends and Brothers. We 
falute you, in the unity of an honeft and honour- 
able caufe. May you receive the reward of your 
jfufFerings, and triumph in the Freedom of your- 
Country. ; •-•<--- - 
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the hoj*. SIMON BUTLER 
Atny OLIVER BOND, Efq. 

RETURNED THE FOLLOWING ANSWER : 

W E received the honour of your fpirited and 
affectionate Addrefs, with equal pride and grati- 
tude. You have done juftice to the feelings 
which have fupported Us under our imprifonment j 
and, if our fituation required adventitious confo- 
lation, the patriotic attention of our numerous 
friends has raoft amply fupplied it. Our fuffer- 
ings have npt warped our underftandings : and 
welHU think, that we only difcharge an indifpen- 
fible duty, while we treat all public topics with 
free difcuffion— -preierving a due refpeft for the 
public peace, and the laws of the land. We will 
only boaft of our Conftitution when it knows no 
power which is not refponfible. Prerogative, 
founded upon the falutary maxim, that the King 
can do no wrong, held forth at all times fome re- 
lief in the refpon Ability of the Minifter ; but 
privilege, which arrogates to itfelf a like con- 
, Jtiiutional principle, precludes allrefource whatfo- 
everagajnlt its illegal or arbitrary exercife j acknow- 
* ledging no controul, no corrective, it regards not 
the forms of law; and while it remains undefined 
and irrefponfible, there is no fafety in the land. 
We have thought it our duty to feek redrefs, but 
we fought it in vain. We have not even received 
countenance \\\ the quarter where the nation might 
have locked for fupfort. We have not, however, 
Jubmitted. We nave fuffered. We are now pre- 
cluded from the poflibikrycf conteiting the legali- 
ty of the line impofed ou us, for the payment 
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thereof has been enforced at the Treafury, without 
patting through the orninary medium of the Reve- 
nue Side of the Exchequer, where we might have 
inftituted a legal enquiry into the matter before 
the Barons ot that Court, from whofe decifion 
there can be no appeal, or writ of error to the 
Houfe of Lords. 

A variety of caufes may be atiigned for the difl. 
contented ftillnefs which prevails : the landed in- 
tereft forms a body very nearly of an ariftocratic 
complexion 5 the commercial intereft is involved 
in public and private embarralTment $ the manu- 
facturers are without a fufficiency of employment, 
and credit has fcarcely an exiftence. But, not- 
withftanding the prevalence of this lullen torpor, 
let us not defpair of our Country.— Although 
manoeuvres to fruftrate public energy are various, 
hardy and fuccelsful ; neverthelefs, a wanton fa- 
crafice of perfonal liberty, and a lawlels plunder 
of private property, will not fail to malce an im- 
preflion proportionate to their enormity. We la- 



mined very many valuable and opulent members 
of the community to emigrate. And although we 
exult fn the exiftence of a new World, in which 
Freedom is fecured, and equal law duly adminifter- 
ed to a Nation of Citizens ; yet, in our opinion, 
we mould not abandon our Country to feek thofe 
bleflings in a foreign land, until we lhall have ex- 
haufted every conftitutional effort to eftablifti them 
at home. In that great caufe we are bound to fuf- 
fer as well as to aft 9 and from the performance of 
that duty we have not Jbrunk. In the infamy of 
our impriforimentwetake pride, for we take pride 

in our caufe. A Selden has been caft into a 

common prifon before us, and yet he furvived the 
defpotifm which violated the Law and opprefTetf 
his Country. 



ment the arbitrary i 




which has deter- 
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EJiniurgb, Ofilifier a 8, 179}. 



tINTO THE HON. SHERIFF of EDINBUkGrL 

*hi PEtiftON of William seor, 



X HATt* in the Months of November and 
December laft, or thereby, a moll dangerous ipi- 
rit of Sedition made its appearance amongft many 
of the Leidges in this Country, which was car- 
ried to a very great height ; and meetings pro- 
moted and called at many different places for the 
avowed purpofe of creating Disturbances, and 
overturning the happy Conftitution of this Coun- 
try—In particular tjie promoters of thefe meet- 
ings and feditious purpofes, procured and brought 
about what they were pleafed to term A Conven- 
tion of the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, 
fometime in the beginning of December laft, 
which fat and deliberated upon their feditious 
purpofes for feveral days, during which period, 
or recently prior thereto, Mr. Archibald Hamil- 
ton Rowan, of the kingdom of Ireland, defin- 
ing himfelf Secretary to the. Society of United 
Irilhmen in Dublin, did, with a malevolent and 
wicked intention, and with a view to promote 
and forward the aforefaid feditious. purpofes, 
tranfrait, or cauie to be tranfmitted, to one or 
more of the Members of the faid Meeting, at 
Edinburgh, calling or ftyling themfelves, the 
Convention of the Friends of the People, a print- 
ed paper of amoft dangerous and feditious ten- 



ixocuiATOR fiscal of court, for the public Iatereft. 



HUMBLY SHEWBTH, 
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dency, entitled, «« Addrefs from the Society of 
'< United Irishmen in Dublin, to the Delegates 
" for promoting a Reform in Scotland 5" which 
paper, and the dangerous Sentiments therein con- 
tained, were recommended by him to that Meet- 
ing, and they urged in confequence thereof to 
adopt the (ame.— — That in the courfe of the 
months of June, July, or Auguft laft, the faid 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, with the fame wick- 
ed and majicious Intent, alfo fent more of thefe 
printed papers, with other papers or pamphlets, 
of a feditious and dangerous tendency to the 
Constitution of thefe Kingdoms to Scotland, to 
be difperfed and circulated there. And not fa- 
tisfied with this, he, with the fame malicious 
and wicked Intent, and for other feditious and 
dangerous purpofes, is juft now come to this 
Country, and is * within your Loidfhip's jufif- 
dicljon.-rrln order therefore, to check fuch illegal 
and unwarrantable proceedings, and prevent the 
fatal confequenees which might enfue therefrom - y 
"as alfo that the faid Archibald Hamilton Rowan, 
may be punifhed according to Law it guilty \ 
your Lordftrip's warrant to the fffeft after men- 
tioned is craved. 



* It i§ obflfrvable, that though this petition, and 
Warrant granted thereon, which bears date the i&ri* 
of O&ober, 1793, ftates Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan to be then witliin the jurifdicYion of the She- 
riff of Edinburgh ; yet Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan did not leave Dublin until the evening of the 
31ft of the faid month, — arrived in Edinburgh at one 
o'clock, of the 4th November, . 1793 ; and in leiv 
thaa one hoar afterwards he was taken into cufUxlt . 
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May it therefore pleafe your Lordftiip to grant 
Warrant tb Officers of Court, and otker 
executors of the Law, to fearch for and ap- 
prehend the perfon of the faid Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan, wherever he can be found 
within this Shire, and to bring him before 
you for examination — and thereafter, if you 
fee caufe, to commit him prifoner to the 
Tal booth of Edinburgh, or Canongate, 
therein to remain until liberate in due courfe 
of Law, according tojuftice. 

(Signed) WILLIAM SCOT, P. F. 

Edinburgh, Sober a 8, 1793. 
The Sheriff having confideied this petition, 
grants Warrant to Officers of Court to appre- 
hend and bring before him the perfon of the 
within defigned Archibald Hamilton Rowan, for 
examination. 

(Signed) JOHN PRINGLE. 

November 4,- 1793. 

The which day, compeared in the prefence of 
John Pringle, Efq. Advocate, his Majefty's 
Sheriff Depute of the Shire* of Edinburgh, 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Ffq. of Rathcoffy, 
in the County of Kildare, Ireland, who being 
examined * and interrogated, Whether or not 

: • . . iV 

* Thi« examination was carried on in fecret; the 
Sheriff Depute, the Sheriffs fubftitute, two Clerkt, 
the Procurator Fifcal, the Meffengcr, and Mr. Archi- 
bald Hamilton Rowan, were the only perfons prefect. 
— Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan requefted that Mr. 
T'uiler fhould be admitted, but his requeft was rcfofed, 
it being contrary to the cuftoms and laws of Scot- 
land, to admit at fuch examination the prefence of 
any perfon on behalf of the party under examination 
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»the Declarant Is acquainted with Mr. Thomas 
Muir, younger, of Hunter's-Hil), prefcntly pri- 
foner in the Talbooth of Edinburgh, declares, 
That had the Declarant been in his own Country 
when he was apprehended, he would have re* 
auelted to fee the Warrant, but thinking the 
nrft duty of a good Citizen, to be fubmiflion to 
authority, and appeal to the Law for Redrefs, he 
has attended ; but being ignorant of the Laws 
of this Country, and not knowing how far he 
may criminate himfclf, and thinking the interro- 
gatory unconstitutional in itfclf, he begs leave 

to decline anfwering. Interrogated — Did the 

Declarant in the months of November, Decem- 
ber, or January laft, tranfmit, or caufe to be 
tranfmitted, to the faid Thomas Muir, or to any- 
other perfon in Scotland a printed paper, dated 
November 23d, 1792, entitled, " Addrefs from 
" the Society of United Irifhmen in Dublin, to 
" the Delegates for promoting a Reform in 
" Scotland, William Drennan, Chairman, Archie 
" bald Hamilton ^Rowan, Secretary j declares, 
That for the reafons above mentioned, and be- 
caufe the Declarant, fees that the accufations 
againft him, are the having tranfmitted fuch an 
addrefs, he declines anfwering.— Interrogated 
— Did the Declarant write a Letter to the faid 
Mr. Muir, or any other perfon, defiring him to 
lay the aforefaid addrefs, before the meeting of 
Delegates for promoting a Reform in Scotland, 
defigning themlelves the Convention of the 
Friends of the People in Scotland ? Declares and 
declines anfwering for the reafons already affigru 
ed.— — Interrogated .-^Did the Declarant fee the 
aforefaid Mr. Muir in Ireland, in the months of 
June, July, or Auguft laft, and then give Mr. 
Muir a copy, or copies of a printed Pamphlet, 
entitled, « Proceedings of the Society of United 
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^lrifnme'n iri Dublin ?" Declares, Thae ffie 
Declarant conceives the whole of this examina- 
tion, as' tending to criminate himfeif j that he 
it» not conicioiis of having ever acled unlike a 
good Citizen, either here or in his own Country, 
and appeals to the juftice of his caufe, when 
legally and fconftltut ion ally brought forward, for 
his exculpation, declining to anfwer the (jueftion. 
—Interrogated— 1 - At what time the Declarant 
arrived in Edinburgh ? Declares, That he arrived 
about one o % clock in the afternoon of this Day. 

■ Interrogated — Has the Declarant feen or 
fpoke with the aforefaid Mr. Muir, iince the De- 
clarant Arrived iri Edinburgh ? Declares, That 
the Meflenger who took him into cuftody* found 

him in Mr. Muir T s room.- Interrogated — 

Did the Declarant come to Edinburgh at prefent, 
as a Delegate from Ireland 1 , to attend the Con- 
vention of the Friends of the People at Edin- 
burgh ? Declares, That if he had the honour of 
being appointed as a Delegate to attend that 
Meeting he would have taken cafe to come be ore 
it had broke up. Interrogated, Did the De- 
clarant write a Letter to any perfon in this 
"Country, intimating that he meant to attend the 
aforefaid Meeting as a Delegate from Ireland, or 
in any other capacity ? Declares that he did nor. 
— — Interrogated — Did the Declarant xecehean 
invitation from any perfon or perfons in this 
Country, to attend a Meeting, defigning them- 
Jt Ives a Cc nVention of the Friends of the People, 
an 4 which was held in Edinburgh Jaft week? 
Dech»es, That he did not receive fuch invitation. 

Interrogated — Did the Declarent receive an 

invitation to attend any other Meeting for Re- 
form in Edinburgh, under any other defrgnation 
than that above mentioned ? Declares, That 
h: r:cdvcd no invitation to attend any Meeting 
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*ivAate*ver 9 in Edinburgh. Declares and acknow- 
ledges, That the petition of the Procurator Fif- 
cal, with the Sheriff's Warrant upon it, in con- 
fequence of which the Declarant was apprehend- 
ed and brought before the Sheriff, was read over 
to the Declarant before the examination proceed- 
ed. All this he declares to be truth. 
(Signed) 

ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN. 
JOHN PR INGLE. 

The before deigned Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan, being further examined, and fhewn a 
printed Pamphlet, entitled, " Proceedings of 
the Society of United Irifhmen in Dublin," and 
Interrogated, Whether the Declarant has before 
leen the laid Pamphlet, or any copy of it ? De- 
clares that he knows, that the Society of United 
Irifhmen publilhed their proceedings, but does 
not know whether the copy now (hewn him, be 
a copy of their proceedings or not. Interro- 
gated — Whether or not the Declarant, at any 
time, acled in the capacity of Secretary to any of 
the Meetings of the aforefaid Society United Infti- 
men? Declares and declines anfwering this quei- 
tion, for the reafons already afligned. Being In- 
terrogated, and defired to confider the Pamphlet 
now fhewn to him, and to fay to the beft of his 
knowledge and belief, whether or not it is the 
publication made by the above mentioned Society, 
as before declared to ? Declares and declines an- 
fwering the queftion ; and which Pamphlet is 
marked as relative hereto of this date. Ail this 
he alio declares to be tiuth. 

(Signed) * 

ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN. 

JOHN PRJNGLE. 

G 2 
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The before written Declaration, confifting of 
the ten preceding pages, was freely and volun- 
tarily emitted Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, 
therein defigned, in prefence of John Pringle, 
Efq. Advocate Sheriff Depute of the mire of 
Edinburgh ; Harry Daredfon, Efq. Sheriff Sub- 
ftitute, and Mr. William Scot, Procurator Fifcal 
of faid (hire 5 G«orge Williamfon, Meffenger, 
in Edinburgh j Jofeph Mack, and James Wil- 
liamfon, Writers in Edinburgh. The Declaim- 
tion being wrote by the laid Jofeph Mack. 
(Signed) HARRY DAVEDSON. 

WILLIAM SCOT. 

JOSEPH MACK. 

GEORGE WILLIAMSON. 

JAM. WILLIAMSON. 

Novtmber 4, 1793. 

The Petitioner reprefents, that as the within 
defigned Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Efq. when 
under examination before your Lord/hip, de- 
clined to anfwer feveral queftions put to him. 
The Petitioner is entitled to have your Lord- 
ftiip's Warrant againft Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan, to commit him for further examination. 
But as the enquiries and further examinations 
may take up a confiderable time, and thereby 
lay Mjr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan under con- 
finement, the Petitioner mall confent that he be 
liberated from the prefent, upon finding caution 
to ftand Tryal, in any criminal complaint to be 
brought againft him, for the crimes charged in 
the petition, and craves that your Lord/hip will 
grant Warrant accordingly. 

(Signed) WILLIAM SCOT. 
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Edinburgh, November 3, 1793. 

The Sheriff having refumed the confideration 
of this petition, declaration of the within de- 
igned Archibald Hamilton Rowan» taken before 
him of this date, with the before written minute, 
grants Warrant to Officers of Court, and George 
William fori, Meffenger at Arms, to apprehend, 
and incarcerate him in the Tolboorhs of Edin- 
burgh, or Canongatej the Keepers whereof are 
Itereby ordered to receive and detain him, ay and 
until he find caution acted in the Sheriff Court 
Books of Edinburgh, to anfwer to abide Tryaf, 
and waderiye the Law, in any complaint or cri- 
minal profecution to be brought againft him, 
within the fpace of fix Months, from the date of 
loch caution, before any Court competent upon 
the fubjett matter of this petition, and that 
wider the penalty of three thoufand Marks, Scots 
Money* 

(Signed) JOHN PRINGLE, 

At Edinburgh, the fourth Day of November, 
fcventeen hundred and ninety- three years. 

The which Day compeared, Colonel Norman 
Mc.Leod, refilling in George's -Street, Edinburgh, 
an<* judicially enacts, binds, and obliges himielf, 
his heirs, executors, and fucceflbrs, as cautioners 
and itiretys, acted in the Sheriff Court Books 
of Edinburgh, for Archibald Hamihon Rowan, 
Efq. of the kingdom of Ireland, prefently in 
Edinburgh, that he fhall prefent the peribn of 
the laid ArchibaU Hamilton Rowan, Efq. at 
any time and place to which he mall be lawfully 
fiimmpned, within the fpace of fix Months from 
this date, and at all the after dyets of Court, to 
anfwer to abide Tryal, and underlye the Law in 
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any in any complaint, or criminal profecution to 
be brought againft him, within the fpace aforefaid, 
before any Court competent, either at the in- 
ftance of his Majefty's Advocate, or the FW 
curator Fifcal of Court, upon the fubje& matter 
of the petition and information prefented to the 
s Sheriff of Edinburgh, whereon the warrant of 
commitment againft him did of this date proceed, 
and that under the penalty of three thou&nd 
Marks, Scots Money. 

(Signed) NORMAN Mc. LEOD. 

At Edinburgh, the fourth Day of November, 
feventeen hundred and ninety-three years, 

What is wrote upon this, and the preceding 
pages, is a juft copy of the Proceedings before 
the Sheriff of Edinburgh, refpecling Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan, Efq. 

JOSEPH MACK, 
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T3ie following Is the cdpy of a Letter from 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Efq-; 
to the Sheriff of Edinburgh, dated No- 
vember $th, 17931 which is to be held 
as part of the declaration. 

JOSEPH MACK, 

MY LORD, 

Xn confequence of your kind permiflion of this 
morning, I trouble you with the following ex- 
planation : Upon reading over the Interrogatory, 
and examining my papers, I find an incorre6lnef« 
might be implied from two of the anfwers I gave 
to you in my examination, which I beg leave to 
elucidate. 

" Interrogated — Did the Declarant receive an 
" invitation from any perfon or pcrfons in this 
" Country, to attend a Meeting, defigning them- 
•* ielves a Convention of the friends of the Peo- 
« pie, and which was held in Edinburgh laft 
" week? Declares that he did not receive fuch 

" invitation. Interrogated— Did the Decla- 

" rant receive an invitation to attend any other 
"Meeting for Reform in Edinburgh, under any 
«« other defignation, than that above mentioned ? 
«« Declares that he received no invitation to at- 
«« tend any Meeting whatever in Edinburgh. 

Now I do find that I did receive a Letter in 
Ireland from an Individual, which contained the 
following paragraph:— " I could moft earneftly 
« wifh that you, or any of your friends, would 
«« without delay^ do us the honour of a vifit." 

G ♦ 
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I did not rccolleft this paragraph, when I was 
Drought before you, I hardly think it can be 
called an invitation, I certainly did not think 
it fuch 5 and I declare upon my honour, that that 
Letter was not the occafion of my coming to 
Scotland. 



ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN; 



N. B. Norman Mc. Leod, Efq ; who became 
the bail of Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, is 
Member of Parliament for Invernefsmirc ; a 



nexions. The circurrfftances of this bufinef's 
being reported to him, while Mr. Archibald Ha- 
milton Rowan was under examination, he attend- 
ed at the Sheriffs Court, and although he Way 
an entire ftranger to Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan, yet he infilled in the aandforaeft manner 
on becoming bound as his bail. 



I am, my Lord, &c« 
(Signed) 



Gentleman of fei 




and extenfive con- 
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Friday t Jftvember 17$$* 



The SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN 
in DUBLIN, 
to mr. THOMAS MUIR. 



who fo lately heard you, in the centre of 
^ur circle, pour out, with a fervour of rational 
Reclamation, the eamtft prayer of an honeft heart, 
'for the freedom, peace and happinefs of the human 
race, havefeh, as men ought to feel, {for you are 
now every man's countryman) on hearing an ac- 
-counr, from ^eye-wittie^flfes, of your prefent rigo- 
rous imprifonment preparatory to fourteen years, 
not of banimment, <but of transportation from 
■yowr native land, — s— for what ? — for confprring 
-againftthe Corruptions of theConiHtution, and 
-xejaloufly ftrivmg to give a representation to two 
millions and a half of people. — We addrefs you in 
no ftram of ideot ceremony, but as men fympathi- 
ling with man fufFering ; the language alive and 
the heart affe&ed. 

Let the few Lawyers who can look down on 
their profcflion from the height of their nature, 
expatiate with a noble indignation on the conic-' 
quence of " Politics entering into the Courts of 
Juftice and featirrg herfelf on the Bench," mar- 
pening the Severity of fentence with the lhappilh- 
nels of offide, and the acrimony of perfonal ven-r 
geance, feizing with greedineis the advantage of, 
unascertained and uncertain punimment, rioting 
upon Difcrctiaiy and without weighing the infrin- 
ge nature of vhe offence or the inadequacy of the 
penalty, 1:1 i;y DWiiming Public Opinion, and 
accumulating uliihe^exaiperatien fek agunii die 
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prevailing fcnfe of the community, on the head of 
an unhappy individual. Let thofe iingular Law- 
yers detail with energy the terrible defects of judi- 
cial procedure in Scotland, through all its ftagw 
from accufation to conviction. Let them infrance 
thofe particular irregularities in form which have 
vitiated your trial, in the opinion of the beft law- 
yers, as it has already been deemed vitiated by its 
vindictive fpirit, in the minds of the beft men. 
Let this be done — but this is too technical a talk 
for our feelings, nor does it indeed cone/pond to 
the dignity, we will venture to call it, the prood 
importance of your prefent ftation. We fpeak to 
you as Citizens to a Friend and Brother, Citizens 
condenfed together in affection, perhaps the more 
from the frozen indifference, which, for the pre- 
fent, we feel around us. 

You ought then, Dear Aflbciate ! you ought to 
extract comfort from your prefent fituation. Piea- 

, fure often fickens, but there is fublime and perma- 
nent delight in ftruggling with unmerited misfor- 
tune. The cabinet contains its fuffcrings, its 
doubts and its defpondence j the cell has its en- 
joyments, its hopes, and the nightly vifitation of 
felf-approving confeience. Has it not already 
Ihown you, aufterely but truely, the diftin&ion 
between what is iafting and what is peri/habie? 
Has it not winnowed the world for your ufe, and 
feparated the chaff of mankind from the grain ? 
Do you not now feel the value of that friend/hip 
which clings to the forfaken, the value of that 
fimple and fincere prayer which the poor of Scot- 
land are daily offering up for the Advocate of the 
People, expelled from his profellion, becaufe Ins 

4nrjuciples were not thofe of a Craft, and banifhed 
"*nj his countvy for having thought as Blackttcnt, 
?«ke, an^l as Sidney ? Is it not fweet to think 
jgcry hour you now live is frodufihe, tiiat 
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your life Is not wafted, but burns away an offering 
on the altar of humanity ; that your example 
ferves to infpirit others in the fame fituation j that 
your folid virtue may have been the means of 
averting from others, the fufFerings you yourfelf 
experience ; and, that many who now enjoy their 
jfirefides, their wives, and their children may be 
indebted to your prompt interpofition, your fteady 
zeal and your patient magnanimity f Is it not 
iweet to thing that your confinement or exile naay, 
in any way, tend to the liberty of others, t 

If that can be called Liberty where the 

public foul is iinprifoned, where fufpicion clouds 
the open, candid front of man j, where the amia- 
ble ingenuoulhefs that keeps no guard, and in the 
Simplicity of the heart forgets to place a feal on the 
] ip, is, at every hour, and in every place, expo- 
fed to calumny that lies in filent watch, with all 
the venom of the fnake, and without its rattle.— - 
If that can be called Public Liberty, where two 
men meet, and after , eying each other alkance, 
both alk " What News V becaufe neither dare 
anfwer the queftion ; where the morality of a man 
niay be fpotiefs and yet his perlbn be profcribed 
and his principles accounted peftilential.— rlf that 
can be called Public Liberty, where at the once 
focial table, we fee feaft without fellowftiip, com- 
pany without cordiality, and the jingle of frigid 
glaifes without a free interchange of fentimenr, 
and a mixture of mind — Where at the ftill dearer 
domeftic board, the wife (hudders, when her hul- 
band drops a word on the ftrange impreflive fcenes 
that are paiTing before mens eyes, and in a panic, 
fends off the attendants for fear they have glided 
into the family as fpies, and removes her very 
children left they mould hear their honeft parent 
give vent to the bitternefs of his heart, and call 
down a curfe en the men who have been curfes to 
their country. 
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Alas for (hit Country ! alas for thai CdTrfKfn* 
tfon, fet in fuch hideous forms before the eyes of 
thofewho *wijb to love it, *md guard it, and fare 
it frdm a conflagration that threatens to invtolvfe 
every thingTiuman and divine ?-*-That our rulers 
would or could think &t large ! — That they would 
not fit their minds merely to the dimfcnlions of 
their dofets, and their plans to the expedients of 
an hour That they would go abroad and afcend 
to fuch a mental elevation, as not only to contem- 
plate the 'murmuring multitude below, but with a 
prefcience derived from recollection, to command 
a profpect into futurity, to trace the progrefs cf 
inind through the lapfe of ages, till loft in Eternal 
Truth, ftill flowing onward, ftill enlarging, rrfing 
over every obftacle andfometimes fmooth, deep 
and filent, juft before it breaks down into a ca- 
tara6ti^fbllowed by a tide wild, broken and inna- 
vigable, Would to God, that, irtftead of punifh- 
ing a worthy man for mixing with the commonal - 
ty, our rulers would not merely connive at, hut 
encourage fuch an approximation and intimacy 
between higher and lower fodety as would cure 
the vices incident to each, bring the one d#ivn 
and the other up to their nature, humanizing the 
great, ennobling the vulgar, and tempering the 
ferocity Of both, in fliort, as would, by turning 
ilfelefs pyramids of Power into humble and cheat-, 
ful Habitations, make man relim his fituation 
and deprecate all cbange as the worfl of misfor- 
tunes ! 

In whatever part of the world, Dear Sir, itrray 
be your deftiny to dwell, believe us, you will hear 
a Ion*; with you our rel peel, our atfc&icn, cur ad- 
miration. There is an electricity that at prefent 
peivadesfh? univerfal mind, and were 3*011 plated 
at the extremity of the globe, the heart of every 
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Patriot will always feel the Touch of your Con- 
dition; we feel much at prefent on hearing of 
your illnefs ; we hope there are many years be- 
fore you ; but if otherwife, be fatisfiod, for you 
have not lived in vain. If death be, as we be- 
lieve it, but a paufe in exiftence, your happinefs 
is yet to come j and if death be, as we truft in 
God it is not, an eternal fleef, are not the dreams 
of fuch an honeft man infinitely preferable to tire 
perpetual incubus of a guilty confcience ? 



Edinburgh \ Monday November i%th, 1 79^. 
the BRITISH CONVENTION. 

o F the Delegates of the People, aflbciated to 
obtain Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parlia- 
ments, after taking into their Consideration the 
opprefled State of their brethren in Ireland, and 
the Unconftitutional A& of the laft Seflion of 
their Parliament called The Convention AQ ; and 
feeing -with Indignation, that by that Aft they 
were deprived of thofe Rights, cheaply purchafed 
by the Blood of our common Anceftors, and which 
have lince l>cen confirmed and teem ed by the great 
Charter of our Liberties : 

Resolved, That all, <nr any of the Patriotic 
Members of the Society of United Irishmen of 
Dublin, Jhall be admitted to Jpeak and vote in 
this Convention, 

Resolved, That the above Refolution be tranf 
mitted to Citizen Hamilton Rowan, to be by 
him communicated to the Unit to Irishmen of 
Duulin. 

Signed by Order or the Convention, 
MAT. CAM PELL BROWNE, Vrejuknt. 
W. S2UKVING, Secretary. 
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SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN of 
DUBLIN, 
to the BRITISH CONVENTION. 



X OUR rcfolution in favour of this Society 
has been communicated to us by our highly re- 
fpecled Archibald Hamilton Rowan. 

If Irifhmen now confult, through the medium 
of Delegation (the heft mode of avoiding tumult 
and obtaining cool deliberation) on the means 
of procuring a Reprefentation of the Nation in 
the Houfe of Commons, they become felonioufly 
criminal : We therefore receive your refolution, 
not as a debt due to our merits or our fufferings, 
but as a meafure of manly and energetic policy, 
the only remaining means of union with Ireland. 
Thofe men who are interefted in refifting the 
raeafures of Reform in the three Kingdoms, have 
long fince confpired together, and have frequent- 
ly experienced the benefits refulting from liich 
co-operation : It is by that union they have been 
fo long enabled to opprefs the Democracy of 
thefe Countries. Identity of intereft and object 
is their bond of union $ let us learn wifdom from 
our enemies, and let us alio be united by identity 
of intereft and of objecl. Our repeated failures 
of fuccefs mult convince us, that while each Na- 
tion (lands back, waiting until the others fhnil 
have made the firlt liruggle, we muft all be baf- 
fled. Our caui'e is a common cauie, and mull 
be won by common exertions. 

Certain mealuies, which have been recently 
•ken in tins Country to itifie the voice of the 
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People, may probably, in confequence of this wide 
extended conjpiracy againft Reform, be adopted in 
Great Britain with a fimilar intention* While yet 
mnreftrained, guard againft the impending danger j 
deliberate in time upon the means of firnftrating 
the attempt, mould it be made ; and of avoid- 
ing its oppremVe confequences, mould it be fuc * 
cef&ful x and if you can devife a mode by which 
we may aft, in fuch cafe co-operate, you may 
rely on our exertions. 

It i» to inculcate this principle of union, and 
not with the idea of com erring honour, that we 
fcave paffed the refolution we now inclofe to you. 
By it you will find we have not only embraced 
all the Members of your Convention as Brother* 
and Affociates, but have alfo extended thofe titles 
to all your Conftituents. To them we requefi 
you will make known this affurance of our af- 
fection* Tell them it is at this moment of dan- 
ger and perfecutiou, while you are threatened 
with all the complicated miferies, a malignant 
policy, yet unglutted with the multitude of its 
victims, can inflict, that we are cemented toge- 
ther by the unity of our caufe, and pledge our- 
felves to an undeviating fidelity for its fuccefs. 

In purfuance of the great object of our AflTo- 
ciation, we are now preparing fuch a plan of 
Reform, as,, in. our apprehenlion, will, if car- 
ried into effect, give an impartial and adequate 
Reptefentation to the People in Parliament. 
When, arranged, it (hall be tranfmitted either to- 
you, if you fliould be then affembled, or other- 
wife to the feveral Societies by which you are 
Ifekgated. 
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A PLAN 

OF AH EQUAL REPRESENTATION 

or tbs PEOPLE or IRELAND 

IN THS HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Frtpartd for P-uhlic On$deratuM by the SOCIETY 
of UNITED IRISHMEN of DUBLIN. 



I. JL HAT the Nation, for' the Porpofc <jf 

Representation folely, mould be divided into 
Electorates, formed by Combination of Parifhes, 
and as nearly as poffible equal in Point of Popu~ 
Jation. 

II. That each Electorate ibould return one 
Reprefentative to Parliament. 

III. That each Electorate mould, for the 
Convenience of carrying on the Elections at the 
fame Time, be fubdivided into a fuffictent Num- 
ber of Parts. 

IV. That there mould be a returning Officer 
for each Electorate, and a deputy returning Of* 
ficer for each Subdivifion, to be refpectively 
ele&ed. 

V. That the Electors of the Electorate mould 
vote, each in the Subdivifion in which he is re - 
giftered, and has refided as herein after fpecified. I 

VI. That the returning Officers of the Sub- 
divifions fhould feverally return their refpective 
Polls to the returning Officer of the Eledt orate, 
who (hould tot up the Whole, and return the 
Perfon having a Majority of Votes, as the Re- 
prefentative in Parliament, 
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VII. That every Man poffeffing the ftigh* 
of Suffrage for a ReprelentatiVe in Parliament, 
fliould exercife it in his own iPerfon only. 

VIII. That no Perfon fhould have a Right to 
%ote in more than one Ele&orate at the fame 
Eleaion. s 

IX. That every Male fcf found Mind, who 
has attained the full Age of 21 Years, and ac- 
tually dwelt, or maintained a Family Eftablifh-< 
ment in any Ele&oratfe for fix Months of the 
Twelve immediately previous to the Commence- 
faieht of the Klefthm, (provided his Refidence, 
or maintaining a Family Eftabliftiment be duly 
regiftered) mould be itttitled to vote for the Re-* 
prefentative of the Electorate. 

X. That there mould be a Regiftering Offi- 
cer, and a Regiftry of Refidence in every Subdi* 
vifion of each Electorate; and that in all Questi- 
ons concerning Refidence, the Regiftry mould be 
coniidered as conclufive Evidence. 

XI. That all Elections mthe Nation motild 
commence and clofe on the fame Day. 

XII. That the Votes of all Eleaors mould 
be given by Voice and not by Ballot. 

XIII. That no Oath of any Kind mould be 
taken by any Eleaor. 

XIV. That the full Age of 25 Years mould 
be a neeeflary Qualification to intitk any Man to 
be a Reprefentative. 

XV. That Refidence within the Eleaorate 
mould not, but that Refidence within the King* 
dom mould be a neceflary Qualification for a Re- 
prefentative. 

XVI. That no Property Qualification mould 
fee neceflary to intitle any Man to be a Repre- 
fentative. 
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XVII. That any Perfon having a Penfion, or 
holding a Place in the Executive or Judicial De- 
partments, (hould be thereby, difqualified from 
being a Reprefentativc. 

XVIII. That Reprefentativeg (hould receive 
a reafonable Stipend for their Services. 

XIX. That every reprefentative (hould, on 
taking his Seat, fwear that neither he, nor any 
Perfoa to promote his Intereft, with his Privity, 
gave or was to give any Bribe for the Suffrage of 
any Voter. 

XX. That any Reprefentative convicled by a 
Jury, 'of having a&ejl contrary to the Subftance/ 
of the above Oath, /hould be for ever difqualU 
fied from fitting or voting in Parliament. 

XXI. That Parliaments (hould be Annual. . ' 

XXII. That a Reprefentative (hould be at 
Liberty to refign his Delegation upon giving fuf- 
ficient N'otice to his Conftituents- 

XXIII. That Abfence from Duty for 
{hould vacate tjie Seat of a Reprefentative, 
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the SOCIETY o> UNITED IRISHMEN of 
DUBLIN 
to the PEOPLE op IRELAND. 

PEOPLE OF IRELAND, 



E new fubinit to your cofideration, a plan 
for your equal reprelentation in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. In framing it, we have dii regarded the 
many over-charged accu Linens, which we hear 
daily made by the prejudiced and the corrupt, 
again ft the People, their independence, integrity 
and understanding. We are, ourielves, bu; a 
portion of the feofle j and that appellation, we 
feel, confers more real honour ami important?, 
than can, in thefe times* be derived from PUccs, 
Penfions, or Titles. As little ^ave we conffltd 
the fentiments of Administration or of Oppofc'K*- 
"We have attentively obferved them both, *4 1 
whatever we may nope of feme members ~ ir 
latter, wc firmly believe that both ^o^/jjJT in " 
are equally averfe from the mesfure ef ^ our * 
reform. If we had no other realbn -' e y°} 1 
nion, the plan before F:u! 'f . * ble 

feffion, UJK* Apices of Ofl* which it 

nvince ' ♦ mention ? 

gfenv 1 rtion of 

iJCHA' 

i wilh 
Men, 
, powei 
reguiati. 
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our ideas, by which we would provide to preferve 
the popular part of the Legiflature uninfluenced 
by, and independent of the other two-parts, and 
to effectuate that eflential principle of juftice and 
of our Conftitubten* that-every Man has the right 
of voting, thro* 1 the medium of his reprefentative, 
for the law by which he is bound : that iacred 
principle, for which America fought, and by which 
Ireland was emancipated from $riti(h fupremacy! 
If our ideas are right, which we feel an honeft 
conviction they are, adopt thenv, if wrong, tlifc 
cuflion will detect their errors, and <we ut Utfi 9 
fhali be always found ready to profit by, and 
conform ourfelves to the fentiments of- the Peor 
pie. 

Our prefent date of reprefentation is charged 
with being unequal, unjuft, and by no means 
calculated to exprefs your deliberate will, on aaj 
fubject of general importance. We have endeaV 
voured to point out the remedies of thofe evils, bf 
a more equal diftribution of political power and 
liberty $ by doing juftice 5 and by anxioufly pro- 
viding that your deliberate will mall be, at all 
times, accurately expreffed in your own branch of 
the Legiflature. If thefe are not the principles 
of good government, we have yet to learn from 
the Placemen and Penfioners that flit about the 
Caftle, in what , the fcience of Politics canconhft. 
But we know tl\ey are, and we are bold to lay, 
that the more a government carries thefe princi- 
ples into effect, the nearer it approaches to per- 
feclion. 

We believe it will be faid that our plan, howe- 
ver juft, is impracticable in the Drefent ftate of 
this Country. If any part of that impractica- 
bility mould be fuppofed to refult from the inter- 
efted refinance of borough-proprietors, although 
we never will confent to compromife the Public 
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Mig/tt, yet we, for our parts, might not hofitate 
To purchafe-tbe Public Peace by an adequate com- 
peu&tion. At all events, it reils with you, Coun- 
trymen, not with us, to remove the objection. 
It you do not wi<h the accomfJifliment of fuch a 
Reform, it will noj take place : if you do, we 
cannot believe that felaad is yet funk to that ftate 
of wiif-government, m which it may oe truly faid, 
that although the great body-of -the People ferioufly 
feel the juftice of a mea&ire, and are ferioufly de- 
texaxvned on ks attainment, it is neverthelefs im- 
pra&icahle. 

To you, among our Countrymen, for whofe 
welfare we have peculiarly laboured from the firft 
moment of our inftitution, and the contemplation 
©f whofe profperity will more than compenfate us 
for the fufferings we may have endured, for the 
calumnies with which we are afperfed, Smd for* 
thofe which the publication of this unpalateable 
plan will call down upon us ; To you the poorer 
clajfes of the Community we now addrefs ourfelves. 
We are toldvou are ignorant j we wi/h you to enjoy 
Liberty, without which no People was ever en- 
lightened : we are told you are uneducated and 
immoral ; we wim you to be educated, and your 
morality improved, by the moft rapid of all in- 
ftro&ors— a good government. * Do you find your- 
lelves funk in poverty and wretchednefs ? Are you 
overloaded with burdens, you are but little able 
to bear ? Do you feel many grievances, which it 
•would be tedious, and might be unfafe to mention ? 
Believe us, they can all be redrefled by fuch a re- 
form as will g'weyou your juft proportion of influ- 
ence in the Legiflature, and by such a measure 
ONLY. To that, therefore, we wiih to rivet all 
your attention. Let thofe Men, who wrangle 
about prefervingor acquiring power, catch at po- 
pularity by their petty regulations to check the 
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February yth, 1794. 



THE SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN op 



to ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, Efq. 



VV E offer you our congratulations the \>nly 
teftimonial of our regard, which could be accept- 
able to you. We difdain to addrefs a mind like 
yours in the language of pity and condolence. 
Although torn from what conftituted the chief 
felicity of your being, the Society of an amiable 
exemplary wife, and the fuperintendance of a nu- 
merous and promifing offspring, you are plunged 
into a loathfome prifon. Yet the rectitude of 
your caufe, the firmnefs of your principles, the 
unbending energy of your mind, the ardent af- 
fection of your grateful Countrymen, (to the af- 
fertion of whofe liberties you have devoted your- 
ielf) wilL chear and fuftain you through the pro- 
grels of a tedious imprifonment. 

When we call to recollection, the illuftrious 
dead who ftoo4 forward, the champions and vic- 
tims of their-Country's caufe. — When we think 
of Hambden, of RuiTel and of Sidney, who have 
fealed their principles with their blood, all infe- 
rior feelings fubfide and we forget the feverity of 
your fufTerings in their glory. 

Although corruption has been leagued with 
falfehood, to mifreprefent and vilify this Society, 
we have repofed in honeft confidence on the con- 
foling reflection* that we mould at all times find 
an impregnable barrier in the trial by jury— 
Wherein character and intention ihould be re* 



DUBLIN, 
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garded as unerring guides to juftice. But while 
we have been earneftly endeavouring to eftablifh 
the conftitutional rights of our Country* we fud- 
denly find ourfelves at a lofs for this first and 
last stake of "a free people, for the trial 
ny Jury, lofes its whole value, when the Sheriff 
or the Pannell, is under the influence of intereft, 
prejudice or delufion, and that battery {which li- 
berty and wifdom had united to conftruft for the 
fecurity of the People, is turned againft them. 

However in defiance of that fyftem of profcrip- 
tion, which is no longer confined to a particular 
perfuafion, but which vifits with vengeance every 
exertion in the caufe of freedom, we truft you are 
afTured of our inflexible determination, to purfuc 
the great object of our aflbciation. — An eq^ual 

AND. IMPARTIAL REPRESENTATION OF THE 

people in parliament. An objeft from 
which no chance or change, no dander, , no per* 
iecution, no oppreffion fhall deter us. 
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Newgate, February 8a&, 1 794. 
UNITED IRISHMEN, 

O U have greatly over-ratea%oth my merits 
and my fufferings. My merits, as a Citizen, 
confift in an honeft, and refolute attachment, in 
my principles, and in my practice, to that bond 
of our Society* an Equal Reprefentation of the 
People in Parliament j which I confider to be the 
effence of the Britifti Conftitution, and which I 
efteem of abfolute neceflity for the peace and li- 
berty of Ireland. 

Do not tarnifh the memory of the illuftrious 
dead by hafty comparifons with the living. If 
my fufferings, flight as they are in companion 
with paft and present examples, mall in any 
way contribute to our common object, I fhall 
deem myfelf both honoured and rewarded. 

ARCH. HAMILTON ROWAN. 



FAIS CE qUE DOY, ARRIVE QUE POURRA, 
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PROCEEDINGS 
i v 

CERTAIN ACTIONS 
wh mil w 

JAMES NAPPER TANDY, Efq; 



PtAINTIFF, 
JOHN EARL of WESTMORELAND^ 

AND OTHERS 

DEFENDANTS, 

Exchequer. Picas fide. 

James N. Tandy Efq.l f\ 

Plaintiff, | y^/NThurfdaythe2iit 

The Right Hon. John I of June 1792, a Sub pee - 
Fane Earl of Weft- 1 na from the Pleas fide of 
morelandof the King- f the Court of Exchequer, 
dom of Great Britain, was ferved on the Defen- 
Defendant. dant at the fuit of the 

J Plaintiff, and the four 
days for appearance expired on Tuefday ; on that 
day Mr. Attorney General obtained the follow- 
ing order. 

H z 
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TuefJaj, %6tb June, 1791. 

James N. Tandy, Efq.-> "A/* 

againft / jy± R. Attorney Gene- 

John Earl of Weft- V ral of counfel for his Ex- 
morland. ( cellency the Lord Lieute- 

■ ' nant of Ireland, the de- 

fendant in this caufe, moves to prohibit the iflu- 
ing any attachment againft him, and to quaih the 
Subpoena which iflued in this caufe ; whereupon 
it is ordered by the Court, that Mr. Matthew 
JDowling, the plaintiffs attorney, do attend this 
Court at the fitting theieof to-morrow, and that 
$0 Procefs do iffue againft the faid Defendant in 
the mean time. 

KEMMIS. 

CLONMELL. 

On Wednefday the 27th of June Mr. Dowling 
Attended the Court in obedience to the above 
Order, was ordered on the Table, and being 
a/ked by the Court if he had iflued the Subpoena 
againft the defendant, he admitted he had, and 
that the defendant .was ferved with it«r— He was 
then afked by the Court to declare what the caufe 
of action was — (Here the Hon. Simon Butler, 
one of Mr. Tandy's counfel, interfered, and 
protefted againft the queftion, and infifted that 
the attorney was not to difclofe the feciets of his 
client, and that an attempt to fift him for that 
purpofe was contrary to law and Juftlce). . The 
Court then alked Mr. Dowling whether he had 
any objection to anfwer the queftion. — Mr. Butler 
agam interfered and faid, that as counfel for Mr. 
Tundy, he was indifferent whether Mr. Dowling 
had or had not any objection to anfwer the que£ 
tion, that it was fufficient that the Client had an 
objection, and that the privilege of the Attorney 
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protefted again the queftion. The court how- 
ever thought proper to put the queftion, and Mr. 
Dowling peremptorily refufed to difclofe the 



diimiffed without any other interrogatory. 

Mr. Butler thereupon fubmitted to the court, 
that the motion of the Attorney General ought 
to be refufed. He argued (in which particu- 
lar he was ftrongly feconded by Mr. Mc. Nally) 
that the defendant not having entered an ap- 
pearance, no motion on his behalf could Ipe 
made $ that there was in fact no caufe in court 
but merely the Inftitution of a caufe by procefs 
-—Mr. Butler further contended that the proceed- 
ings in this cafe were inftituted again ft the Earl 
of Weftmorland of the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, and that no document whatever had been 
adduced which could give the court judicial know- 
ledge that the defendant was Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland— the Attorney General had yefterday 
come into court with a piece of written paper in 
his hand, which he alledged was the copy of a 
Subpoena directed to the Right Hon. John Fane 
Earl of Weftraoreland of the kingdom of Great 
Britain, and, upon an allegation that the Lord 
Lieutenant is not liable to any action, grounds 
n motion, that the Subpoena in this cafe -be 
quaftied or the proceedings ftopt — but how did 
it come officially before the court to know the 1 
Lord Lieutenant was the perfon mentioned in the 
Subpoena? certainly not by any document or 
proof competent to warrant a compliance with the 
motion ot the Attorney General. It was ne- 
celfary that the Earl of Weftmoreland Ihould ap- 
pear, and, on being declared againft, plead that 
he is the Lord Lieutenant, and Ihcw his letter* 




The court not thinking proper 
ion further, Mr. Dowling wat 
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patent in proof of the faft, before it can be con- 
iidered as judicially before the Court. — Suppofe 
the Earl of Weftmoreland mould come forward 
to (hew his official qualification by his letters 
patent were without a feal, or otherwife defective 
in the forms which conftituted their legality.— 
Suppofe the Chief Juftice of the King's Bench 



not to know him as Chief Juftice of the King's 
Bench, until he firft came into court and pleaded 
and proved that he was fo. The court had not 
in this cafe a competent judicial knowledge that 
the defendant was Lord Lieutenant — a judicial 
knowledge to be competent, muft be founded on 
regular proof of the fa&. 

Hereupon the court declared that they had 
judicial knowledge that the defendant was Lord 
* Lieutenant — it would be ridiculous for ^any man 
to pretend ignorance of it ; they attended his 
fummons to parliament in a judicial capacity; 
. they faw him acting there in the capacity of Lord 
v Lieutenant — they law him attended with the ufual 
ftate, and received in all the official dignities of 
IiOfd Lieutenant} therefore it was fufficient ro 
announce to their olticial knowledge that lie was 
Lord Lieurenant de faflo, and they had nothing 
to do with the fpeculations de jure ; thar they 
had too full a knowledge of the Britiih Confti- 
tuticn, to luppo.e there were two Karis of Weft- 
moreland of the kingdom of Great Britain, or 
two peers titled of the fame plwce — that they had 
befides the evidence of every fenfe th; J .»- conveyed 
information to their mind, and would nor, \\ 
complaifance to ly Items of fp^cial pleading. ' e 
pn va'lcdoii to uflcwt a blindiicfs to riie t^nwe 
of their own iluus, to that notoriety which inu:t 
be ini^ixlied La ihc mind of cvtiy man in u* 




Clonmell, the court were 
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kingdom who ever conlidered the fubjecY for a 
Oioment. 

Mr. Butler contended, that the court, in de- 
ciding the point in the prefent ftage, difpofed of 
a matter by way of Order, (from which no writ 
of error lies) which ought not to be difpofed of 
otherwife than by Judgment, If the Defendant 
appeared and pleaded, the Plaintiff might demur, 
and from the judgment of the court on the point 
the party is entitled to his writ of error, and 
thereby may obtain the decifion of the dernier 
refort j though the Lord Lieutenant figns the 
writ of error, he does fo minifteriaily merely, 
and not judicially, as the writ of error in civil 
pafes is ex debiio jujihia, and not ex gratia-, and 
therefore Mr. Butler firmly relied on his opinion, 
as to the neceflity'of Lord Weftmoreland's plead- 
ing in Court, and exhibiting documental proof 
of his bein|pLord Lieutenant, and begged per- 
miflion to fay, that the court could not fee, 
hear, nor underftand judicially, that the Lord 
Lieutenant was the peribn meant, until the de- 
fendant appeared and pleaded that he was. 

The court fa id no man could be heard on this 
point, as they had delivered their opinions. 
\ Mr. Bulkr obferved, that their Lordfliips had 
now given their dec iion upon a point of the 
very utmoft importance, and upon grounds for 
which he knew no precedent. — But he had in his 
porTeiTion an atteittd Copy of the Letters Patent 
appointing the Earl of Weftmoreland Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. — By this document it appear- 
ed that his oflicial rank as Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland was conferred by Letters Patent under 
the Great Scp.I of Grtui Britain, and Mr. 
Itutitr ditl not heiitate to declaie, that an official 
rank, merely jo conjlitutcd, coul i not he rccog- 
iii2td vr have any weight in judiciai decifion of 
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any law court in this independent kingdom. The 
Great Seal of Great Britain, in itfelf, has no 
more authority in this country than a mere cake 
of wax, or the Great Seal eft the Mogul. The 
enrollment of it is an enrollment of a nullity, .the 
Great Seal of Ireland was the only public inftru- 
mentof authority that this country could acknow- 
ledge, — in this country the conftitution of Irelarid 
only could be acknowledged, and be knew of no 
conftitution that mould have weight or confedera- 
tion in this court, but tKe conftitution of Imperial 
and Independent Ireland ; whether its principles 
were fimilarto, or taken from the Britifh confti- 
tution was not for him to confider. 

Court Would you, Mr. Butler, be underftood 
to infmuate that there is no legal Chief Governor 
in this kingdom ? 

Mr. Butler, My Lords, the regard I have for 
the peace of this kingdom obliges me to decline 
an anfwer to your Lordfhips queftion, but the 
conclufion can be readily drawn from the pre- 
mifes. 

Mr, Butler then argued that fuppofe the De- 
fendant was confidered as Lord Lieutenant, it 
does not neceflarily follow that he in this cafe fued 
for an a£l done as Lord Lieutenant ; the aft ion 
may, for what the court know to the contrary, 
be brought againft him in his piivate capacity. 

T/je Chief Baron faid that he in particular had 
judicial knowledge that the action was brought 
againft the Defendant as Lord Lieutenant, becaufe 
he was in the vacation applied to by the attorney 
for the plaintiff, to fign a letler miffive addrefltJ 
to|the Earl of Weftmoreland, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. 

Hereupon Mr. Dowling afTured his Lordftiip 
that fuch addrefs muft have arifen from the mifhke 
of the officer of the court, and was contrary to 
is directions. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



( I4i ) 

Mr. Butler argued, that the addrefs of the let- 
ter miflive would, in cafe it had been figned and 
proceedings had upon it, have been evidence 
merely to fliew that the Earl of Weftmoreland 
mentioned in that Letter Miflive was Lord Lieut- 
enant, but certainly would not have been evidence 
that the Defendant was fued as for an aft done by 
him as Lord Lieutenant 5 but that Letter Miflive, 
not having been ligned or proceeded upon, is out 
of the queftion, and cannot be adduced as judi- 
cial knowledge of any fact in this cafe. 

Mr. Butler then faid, that the queftion for the 
opinion of the Court was, " whether any action 
civil or criminal can lie againft a Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland pending his Viceroyalty ?" a Doctrine 
is attempted to be fet up that 46 no Civil or Cri- 
minal action will locally lieagainft a lord lieutenant 
during his Go<vernmenf x —\^ this Doctrine be true, 
the Current of Juftice will be impeded, and the 
Rights of the fubjeel will be in danger, for it can 
be made appear mod evidently that no fatisfaction 
can be obtained, either in this Kingdom or in 
any other, againft a Lord Lieutenant after the 
end of his Goverement, for trefpafles committed 
by him during his Government. In every Cafe 
to repel the jurifdiction of the King's Courts, you 
muft Ihew a more proper and a more fufficient ju- 
rifdiction, for if there is no other mode of Trial, 
t^iat alone will give the King's Courts a jurildicti- 
on. Now, in this cafe, it is not fliewn that an 
action could be fuftained at any other time in this 
Court orelfewherc — and Mr. Butler laid, that he 
would fliew the negative, and demonftrate to the 
Court, that after the diflblution of the Govern- 
ment of a Lieutenant, an action could not, with 
eifect, be maintained againft him either in Ireland 
or eliewhere. Ireland is an independent Kingdom, 
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and not, within the dominion of the Crown of 
Great Britain; an a&ion of trefpafs, <vi f$armis 9 
for a Trefpafs committed in Ireland, is not main- 
tainable in great Britain, the Trefpafs was not 
committed cvctra pacem of the King of Great 
Britain— ib much for any chance of fucceeding in 
an aft ion in Great Britain. The cafe of Fabrigas 
and Moftin was the cafe of a Trefpafs committed 
in a place within the dominions of the Crown of 
Great Britain, and therefore an aclion fox fuch 
Trefpaft was well maintainable in Weftrainfter 
Hall, As to an aclion in this Kingdom at the end 
of the Viceroyalty, it is to be oblerved, that the 
Viceroy is a fugacious character, the fubject of 
another Rtalm, to which he might return evqn 
before the d»flblution of his authority ; in his re- 
turn to which he was guaranteed and protected 
veven after the ceflation of his authority here-r- 
where then was the chance of remedy or redrefs 
againfthim after he feceds oris difmifled from Of- 
fice and returned into his country with his proper- 
ty ? his authority is under the Great Seal of Great 
Britain j if not valid, he has no authority ; if 
valid, the courts here are not competent to decide 
upon it—and the courts in Great Britain are not 
competent to take cognizance of a .Trefpafs *vi & 
arms &f contra pacem committed in Ireland. ' 1 
The ftatute of limitations may alfo poflibly have 
operations : in fhort, if the do&rine contended 
for was to hold, a Lord Lieutenant might commit 
any Trefpafs, might feize the property of the fub- 
ject, imprifon him, torture him, • even Murder 
him with Impunity— Is the Court prepared 
to let fuch doclrine go abroad to the Iri/h Nati- 
on ? 

Mr. Butter was proceeding in his argument, 
and preffing the fubjeft upon the Court — the 
Court declared, that they would give the mod am- 
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pie time for deliberation on all fides, and ordered 
the cafe to ftand over till next Term, then to b* 
fully argued. 

Counfiihr Emmet, for the plaintiff, moved that 
the Defendant do enter into feeurity for his appear- 
ance at Court m the firft day of next term — The 
Court refufed the motiem— the Attorney General 
declared that the Lord Lieutenant *uo*uld not 
give feeurity-— Mr. Butler truAed that he <w9uld, 
if the Court was pleafejl to order him fo to do. 

Monday November % 6th, 1 7 91 . 

The motion being called on, Mr. Butler was 
directed by the Court to argue his Objections to 
the motion — Mr. Butler then fubmitted to the 
Court his reafons wherefore the Motion of the 
Attorney General mould be refufed — He faid that 
the fiibpcena was iflued at the fuit of J. Napper 
Tandy Efq. againft the Right Hon. John Fane 
Earl of Weftmoreland of the Kingdom of Great 
Britain, and that, altho' until an appearance was 
entered, there was no caufe in Court, and that, 
l>y the Rule of the Court, no motion could be 
made on behalf of any perfon who was not before 
the Court, yet Mr. Attorney General, alledging 
that the feefend. was the Lord Lieutenant, and 
that as fuch he was not liable to any action, moves 
that the fubpeena be quafhed or that no proceed- 
ings mould iflue upon it, and demands that the 
court will difpofe of that by way of order (from 
^hich no writ of error lies)which ought not to 
be difpofed of otherwife than by way of judgment. 
- — The court having declared their judicial know- 
ledge that the Defendant was Lord Lieutenant, 
and that the motion was not contrary to tule, and 
that the matter might well be difpofed of by way 
of order, %U\ Butler thereupon faid that he would 
toot trouble them further upon thofe points, but 
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enter immediately upon the general queftion* 
whether any Civil or Criminal action will lo- 
cally lie againft a Lord Lieutenant during his 
Government", for he contended that the Court, 
not having before them any document whereon they 
could ground a judicial knowledge of the caufe of 
a£Upn, could not know whether the writ was infti- 
againft the Defend, for an aft done by him 
in his politic or in his natural capacity, and were 
therefore compelled to decide the general queftion. 
r— He faid that the general Inviolability of a Lord 
Lieutenant from action (if any fuch he has) muft 
be grounded on his being, in quality of reprefen- 
tative of the King, the executive power of this 
country, aud if the inviolabilety extends to the 
Lord Lieutenant, it muft alfo extend, by parity 
of reafon, to a Lord Deputy and to Lords Juftices. 
— It will be proper to confider in what relpeft the 
king (rands as to actions. — The original power of 
jurildiclion, by the fundamental principles of 
fociety, is lodged in the lociety as large : but eve- 
ry nation has committed that power to certain fe- 
le& magiftrates ; and in England, this authority 
has been immemonally exercifed by the King or 
his fubftitutes. However, in the times of our 
Saxon anceftors, and even until the time of Ed- 
ward the ift, the King,. tW the refervoir of Juf- 
tice, might have beeniued in all aclions as a com- 
mon perlbn, and for that purpofe could iffue a com- 
mand to himfelf, the form of which was, " Pre- 
cipe Henrica <vegi Anglia &c." — ift. Comyn*s 
Digeft 104. — 22d. Edw. 3d. 3— 24th Edw. 3. 23. 
55. — 43 Edw. 3d. 22 — StaunforcTs Prarogativa 
Regis 42. — Theloal's Dig. of original Writs Lib. 
4. ch 1. S. 3. — (here the court having queftioned 
the quotation, lit. vol. Comyns's digeft was pro- 
duced, and they were then fatisfied of its reality, 
obferving only, that there was in Comyns a 
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<d*bkatur). It is true that at this day the mode 
of proceeding it otherwife, and that at this day 
the King cannot be fued as a common perfon may \ 
for in fome time after the conqueft, when the fen- 
4*1 fyftem introduced by the Norman Defpots was 
eftablifhed, the country ceafed to be a nation and 
funk into a kingdom, allodial and independant 
Tenures were abolifhed, the King became evsjBf 
thing, and the people nothing j the common law 
mode of fuing the King becamt a matter of in- 
decency, and it was thought improper that he 
ihould be fubjeft to like procefs as a common perfon 
was ; command, even by himfelf, became offen- 
flve to his organs of hearing, and in the Reign of 
the firft Edward, who, tho* an able, was adefpo- 
tic Prince, petition was eftablifhed in its ftead, and 
has ever fince been continued as the mode $ there- 
fore at this day, if any perfon has, in point of 
property j a juft demand upon the King, he muft 
p<* ition him in his Chancery, where his Chancellor 
will adminifter right as a matter of grace tho* not 
upon compttl/ioHs for the end of fuch petition is not 
to compel the Prince to obferve the contract, but to 
perfuade him ; but as to perfonal wrongs, as they 
are not to be prefumed, if unfortunately they 
fhould happen to be committed, the fubjelt is with- 
out remedy > for the inviolability of the Chief Ma- 
giftrate is of more conference than particular 
rnifchiefs. — This inviolability from action is how- 
ever a direct and fubftantive and incommunicable 
prerogative, which the king has, in right of his 
royal dignity, over and above all other perfons* 
• and out of the ordinary courfe of the common 
Jaw, and it is in its nature fmgular and eccentrical ; 
the emphatical words of Magna Charta, fpoken 
in the perfon of the King, who in judgment of 
Law is ever prefent and repeating them in all his 
Cfurttj are tfeffy w OMUiwwkuWSt UUlli n*%&im* 
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4tut differ emus jujlitiam <vel reBum^ an4 therefore 
in every fubjecl: (fays Lord Coke 2d. Inft. 55.> 
for injury done to him by any other fubje»5t, be he 
-eccleiiaftical or temporal without any exception* 
may take his remedy by the courfe of the Law 
and have juftice and right for the injury done t« 
him, freety without fale, fully without denial, 
#nd fpeedily without delay j" the Haw being the 
fupreme arbiter of every man's life liberty and 
property, Courts of Juftice muft at ali times lie 
open to the fubjeft, ami the King cannot grant 
any exemption from fuitsVor communicate hi* 
prerogative in that refpeft to others. Xhis pre- 
rogative, which gives the King inviolability from 
sc. ion, is befides in a great meafure founded on 
his being the Refervoir from whence Juftice is 
conducted, by a thoufand channels, to every In- 
dividual ? all jurifdict ions cf Courts, are either me- 
diately or immediately derived from him, their 
proceedings are generally in his name* they . tfs 
under his feal, and are executed by his officers; 
}ie has a legal ubiquity, lie is always legally prcfent 
in all his Courts, and the judges are the mirror by 
*vhich his image is reflected. — But Jk>w can this 
leafoning be applied 10 a Lord Lieutenant ; he \% 
aiot the fountain of Juftice, juriidie'tions are n^t 
derived from him, their proceedings are not in his 
name, they pafs not under his feal, and are not 
executed by his officeis j he has no legal ubiquity, 
he is not legally prefent in all the Courts, and the 
Judges certainly are not the mirror by which his 
image is reflected* Theacl of the 21ft. and aid. 
Geo. 3d. Chap. 49. enacted in the year 1782, 
when we vainly flattered ourfelves with the efta- 
M'iiliment of our Rights on a firm bafis, does 
inJctd mrJ:e it lawful for a Lord Lieui-enant to 
grant warrants for fealing writs of error returnable 
into Parliament j but tiirely this acl^ paflcd at 
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ibch a period, never was intended to operate for 
the Lord Lieutenant and inviolability from acti- 
on j tho' the Alitor muft petition for the warrant, 
it will not be argued, that the Lord Lieutenant 
can refufe to grant it, or that the granting or re- 
filling is a matter ex gratia and not ex debito juf- 
titia, or that the Lord Lieutenant, in granting 
it, a£ts otherwife than minifterial. 

Mr. Butler then argued, that if this Invio- 
lability contended for oj behalf of the Lord 
Lieutenant was allowed, it would rot only be a 
delay- but a denial of Juftice — In the cafe of 
the King, when the Law fays that he mail not 
be fued as a common perfon, it points out the 
petition as the mode of obtaining juftice. — In 
order to repel one jurildiclion, another mould be 
Ihewn : but in the cafe of the Lord Lieutenant, 
no antidote is offered to the poifon. — If he be 
privileged from action during the time of his 
Government, he never can be made refponfible 
in this Kingdom for any act done during his 
Government, or in Great Britain for any Tref. 
pafs *ui et armis he may commit here. — If he is 
privileged during his Government, he is privi- 
leged in his return home — the home of the Earl 
of Weftmoreland is Great Britain, where he is a 
Peer and Privy Counfellor, and where confe- 
quently the court will pre fume that he will, in 
execution of his duty, relide after the expiration 
of his Government ; no procefs therefore in this 
country can affeft him perfonally, and any pro- 
cefs in this country againtl his property would be 
nugatory, he not having any property in this 
country upon which fuch procefs could attach. 
Suppofe that after the expiration of his Govern- 
ment and departure from this Kingdom he mould 
return to if: in a private capacity, and an aclion 
fce inftituted againft him for an act done during- 

Digitized by Gooole 



(- 14* ) 

hi* Government, and that he mould juftify th$ 
aft as having been done by virtue of his office 
of Lord Lieutenant, and make a profert of the 
letters patent appointing him Lord Lieutenant, 
If, upon oyer of thofe letters patent, they mould" 
appear to be under the Great Seal of Great Bri- 
tain, does not the following dilemma prefent it- 
felf? He was either Lord Lieutenant or he was 
not j, the patent was either legal or illegal; If 
he was not Lord Lieutenant, if the patent wa» 
illegal, he was not intitled to any privilege du- 
ring his Government; if he was Lord Lieute- 
nant, if the patent was legal, no action Can be 
maintained again ft him in this Kingdom at any 
time for any aft done during his Government, 
for he may juftify any fuch aft under authority 
of fuch letters patent, and the courts here are 
not competent to determine whether the aft wa$ 
warranted by fuch authority or not, for the effeft 
or extent or the letters patent of the King of 
Great Britain which gave the authority, can only 
be tried in the Courts of the King of Great Bri- 
• tain. In a word, the Earl of Weftmoreland is 
either Lord Lieutenant by virtue of this patent, 
in which cafe no aftion can ever be maintained 
againft him in this country for any aft done du- 
ring his Government, or he is not Lord Lieute- 
nant by virtue of this Patent, in which cafe no 
perfon will contend that he has any privilege 
whatfocver. 

Having endeavoured to mew, that fuppofing 
the Earl of Weftmoreland to be Lord Lieutenant, 
and as fuch privileged from aftion locally du- 
ring his Government, he never can be made re- 
fponfible in this Kingdom for any aft done du- 
ring his Government, Mr. Butler proceeded in 
his argument to (hew, that he never can be made 
reiponlible in Great Britain, for any trefpafs v* 
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it armis committed in this Kingdom.— There \% 
a fubftantial diftin&ion as to the locality of Trials 
with regard to matters that arife out of the 
Realm ; there are fome cafes that arife out of the 
Realm which ought not to be tried any' where 
Imt in the country where they arife j an action 
of trefpafs <yi et armis for a trefpafs *vi et arms 
Committed in Ireland is not maintainable in 
Great Britain, for, the breach of the Peace 
being merely local, though the trefpafs againit 
the perfon is tranfitory, it muft be laid to be 
againft the peace of the King, and the Jrefpafs 
was not committed contra pacem of the King 
jof Great Britain. — As to the cafe of General 
Moftyn, and other cafes of Colonial Governor* 
who were fued after the expiration of their Go- 
vernments in Weftminfter Hall in actions of tref- 
pafs id et armis for trefpaffes committed in and 
during their Governments, they are not appli- 
cable to the cafe of a Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land ; they were the cafes of tre(pafl*es commit- 
ted in places within the dominions of the Crown 
of Great Britain, and therefore actions for fucli 
trefpafTes were well maintainable in Weftminfter 
Hall ; but Ireland is an independent kingdom 
and not within the dominions of the Crown of 
^England, and therefore trefpafTes mi et artnis & 
contra pacem committed in Ireland are not cog- 
nizable by the courts in Weftminfter Hall.-^- 
There is another difference very obfrrvable be- 
tween a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and Colo- 
nial Governors. The Lord Lieutenant prefides 
neither in a Court of equity nor of law ; but tjie 
Governor has the cuftody of the Great Seal, and 
is Chancellor within his province, with the fame 
powers of judicature that the lord h»gh Chan- 
cellor has in England ; and the Governor pre • 
fides in the Court of errors, of which he and 
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the council arc Judges, to hear aBd determine ajl 
appeals in the nature of writs of error, from the 
fuperior Courts, of Common law in the Province 
— from whence it neceflarily follows, that as a 
man (hall not be Judge in his own caufe, no 
action is maintainable againft a Colonial Go- 
vernor locally during his Government. — Stake's 
on the conftitution of the Britifti colonies 185. 
—(Here the Court having denied the authority 
and declared that they never heard of the book 
or the author, Mr. Butler informed them that, 
the author was a Mr. Anthony Stoke's, a gen- 
tleman of the Inner Temple, a barrifter at law 
and formerly chief Juftice of Georgia, and that 
liis book was publiftied in London, in 1783.) 
Mr. Butler further to mew that no a&ion was 
maintainable in England, quoted the trial of 
£ord Strafford iftftate trials 745, (the illegality 
of which is univerfally admitted) where that un- 
fortunate Nobleman warmly and powerfully con- 
tended, that for any offence committed by him 
in Ireland, he was to be judged by the peers of 
Ireland. 

Mr. Butler having endeavoured to fliew^ that 
no action would lie againft: Lord Weftmoreland 
in Great Britain, and that if he was Lord Lieu- 
tenant and privileged while he was fuch, no 
action could be afterwards maintained againft 
him in this kingdom, proceeded in his argument, 
and expreffed his apprehenfions, that even were 
an action maintainable againft him in this king- 
dom after the , expiration of his Government, he 
might plead the ftatute of limitations in bar, 
and that the plairitiff could not reply that the de- 
fendant had during that period been Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland ; the ftatutes give no fuch repli- 
cation j the cafe of a Chief Governor, is not 
provided for by any faving provifoj the limi- 
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fetion claufe has negative words, it' ena&s, that 
the actions therein fpecified fhall be fued within 
the times therein mentioned and not after, and 
the faving provifoes make no mention of the cafe 
of a Chief Governor, and extend only to the 
particular circumftances and fituation therein 
mentioned of a plaintiff, viz. minority, cover- 
ture, infanity, imprifonment, and abfence be- 
yond feas, and not to the circumftance or fitu- 
ation of. a defendant, fave only in one inftance* 
viz. abfence beyond feas. — 

Mr. Butler faid that he would conclude with 
one cafe of the very firft authority, communi- 
cated to him by Mr. G.J. Browne, -by which it 
would appear that in former times, and thofe not 
the moft . affe&ed towards rights of the fubjeft,, 
'very different ideas from the prefent were en- 
tertained of a Chief Governor's liability to be 
foed. In Lord Strafford's ftate letters^ Vol. e- 
p. 6$, there is a letter from the Lord Juliice to 
. the Lord Deputy, dated the 26th. Feb, 16 31 
" There was a parifh church commonly called 
" St. Andrew's church, fituate in Dammes-. 
*' #reet in this city, which in former times o£ 
" difturbance here, by reafon of the convenient 
*' fituation thereof near the caftle was ufed for 
" a ftable for the deputy's Hcrfes ; that Church 
*' is now legally evicted from us in the Chancery 
* e of his Ma jelly's court of Exchequer by the 
« Chapter of the Cathedral Cliurch of St. Pa- 
ti kit's Dublin to wham it belongs, and an in- 
*' junction out of that court is directed to mis 
4< the Chancellor for the delivering the poffef- 
** fion thereof accordingly." There is a decree 
in the Exchequer for reftoring the church to the 
parifh frpm whence it was taken. Mr. Butler 
concluded with this obfervation, that the cafe of 
St* Andrew's church was clear and decilive cvi- 
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dcnce, that, however high Lord Strafford's not!* 
ons of prerogative were, however adverie he ever 
was to the rights of the people, he never dreamed 
of an inviolability from action and the barons of 
that day gave an example, in the following of 
which, the barons of the prefent day would 
difplay that independence and firmnefs which 
ought ever to attend the deciiion, of courts of 
juftice. 

Mr. Emmet, on the fame fide wkh Mr., Butler, 
began by commenting on the nature of this ap* 
plication, it was made by the Attorney Gene- 
ral, avowing himfeif not to be Couniei for Lord 
Weftmoreland j no caufe being in Court on 
which to ground this application 5 before appear- 
ance, and unfupported by any affidavit. It was 
Dot, he fa id, a motion, and it would not be cal- 
led a motion, if the counfel on the other fide 
could cal^t by any other name. He would how- 
ever tell the court what it was, it was a meffagt 
from a great man defiring the court to flop the 
procefs of the law again ft him j and he would 
iay, on the authority of a In ft. 56. that it rs 
exactly that againft which the " nulli negab'muj 
jufiiutinC* of Magna -Charta was enacted. The 
ground of the application, as ftated by the At- 
torney General on a former occafion, was, that 
Lord Weftmore[and would not appear, and that 
it would be inconvenient , and even dangerous to 
arreft him in the midft of his guards. If by law 
he cannot be competed to appear, faid Mr. 
Emmet, the menace was unneceflary — if by law 
he may be compelled to appear, the menace was 
Indecent, If he can be compelled to appear, he 
muji appear, and notwithstanding the character 
given of him by his own immediate advocates, I 
cannot believe, that while he claims to be the 
viceroy of this kingdom, he will iet the example 
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V rcMiog tlic laws to theftibje&s <xf his Sove- 
reign. But by Jaw he may be compelled to ap- 
f>ear, no privilege exempts him frpm appearing 5 
tor -no privilege exempts him from being fucd* 
It is a 'principle of the 'law, laid down lit Com. 
Dig. 104. Title A&ion (C. 3.) tbat ewj/ fub- 
j*& of the King, ^ecclefiaftical or temporal, -man 
©r woman, villein or free, may be fitea^ fo great 
was the protection -to the -fubje&ts right of fuing, 
<hat the Common, law mode was prefer ved even 
againft the King until another was pointed out. 
For this Mr. Emmet cited j. Com. (Dig. 104 
•^C. j.J -until 'the time of Edward <x. the 
'King might h^ve been fued in all actions as a 
common perron.'* The Court obferving that 
there was * doubt expreffed in that very paffage 
as to « the fa&, Mr. fiinmet taid hewouki cite 
them authorities in which no doubt was exp*efled 
and which would 'leave no doubt of the fact. He 
then cited 43. Ed. 3. Thel. Oig. f,. 4. C. 
1. 3. — 14. <J£d. 3. 55- and having eftabiifhed that 
poli t ion, proceeded to argue, that even fuppofirg 
j^ord Weflmoreland <to be what he claimed to he, 
Loi$i Lieutenant, his privilege is- only an emana- 
tion from ^and cannot be greater than the. King's 
prerogative.— t3ut -even the King can be fued by 
petition, and would Itill continue fuable by the 
common law mode, if another, more adapted 
to the fubtlety of the ti«ics r had not been, found 
out j therefore the Lord Lieutenant muft ftill con- 
tinue ruaUle h^ the common law mode, (nice he 
cannot be lued in any other way. The Court 
have no right to«qua'm its procefs for any thing 
but irregularity," and none is alledged h ve. But 
the only foundation ol the Application, is, that 
an action will not T.e againlt the Lord Lieute- 
n.Mi: . TimtuMV be t,ruc, and yet he may be 
ii.cii. Tiivre are -many -:«sn in many cafes 
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againft whom a&ions will not lie, and yet; they 
may be fued and munV appear. If the viceroy 
has fuch a privilege, he comes too foon.— be 
rouft plead it, In Moftyn verfiis Fabrigas Cowp. 
372. Lord Mansfield fays, if it were true that 
the law makes him that facred character, he muffc 
(dead it, and fet forth his commiflion as fpecial 
matter of Juftification 5 becaufe prima facie the 
court has Jurifdi&ion. Mr. Emmet then cited 
Several authorities to mew that this was the Rule 
of all privileges, and obferved that this attempt 
to avoid pleading and fetting forth the Lord 
Lieutenant's Commilfion refulted from fear > for 
his counfel knew that if it was fpread on the Re- 
cord, it might be demurred to, and could be 
proved to be a nullity. This endeavour to de- 
termine the queftion in a fummary. way has alfo 
another objeSt, to prevent the plaintiff from 
being able to appeal, or from taking advantage 
of a writ of error ; but the very reafon ought to 
induce the court to refufe the application. A 
queftion of novelty and importance ought to be 
put in the moft iblemn and conclufive mode of 
determination, and the Court ought to decline 
deciding in a manner fummary and final on a 
matter in which the fubjecl ought to have the 
power of appeal. He next queftioned the diftum 
that no a6tion will lie againft a Governor locally 
during his Government. It is my Lord Mans- 
field's, faid he, unfupported, as far as I know, 
by any other authority, in the books, and fortu- 
nately my Lord Mansfield has given the reafon of 
his opinion j " becaufe upon procefs he would 
be fubject to imprilbnment." The guarded man- 
ner of expremng the diElum (hews its weaknds. 
He lays locally no a6Hon lies j but he does not 
and could not fay that no a&ion would lie againit 
him out of the place where he is governor, and 
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•yet his imprifonment in England would as much 
impede and embarrafs his Government, as if it 
were at Barbadoes. But it is not neceffary that 
he mould be fubjeft to imprifonment in order 
that an action fhould lie. They are every day 
brought againft peers and perfons whofe bodies 
are privileged from arreft. If the right of the 
fubje& to have remedy for injury mud be re-« 
ftricled by ctrcuraftances of policy, it ought only 
to be reftri&ed as far as that policy renders it in- 
difpenfible. The principles of the common law 
and the right of the fubject ought not to be fa- 
crificed even to the attainment of that great ob- 
ject, the fecurity of a Viceroy's perfori, if it 
can be attained in any other way. The confe- 
quence therefore, is, that the court muft fo mould 
,its procefs as to attain the redrefs of the fubjeel: 
without violating that privilege. This can be 
done by making the next procefs, after this fub- 
poena, diftrefs and not attachment, and be by- 
letting the plaintiff proceed at his peril to a par- 
liamentary appearance. Mr. Emmet then cited 
by way of analogy to his laft pofition a cafe from 
Raymond 152, in which it was determined that 
an officer of the King's houfehoid, whofe perfon 
was confequently free from arrefts, might be 
fued, fo as that the King might not be deprived 
of his fervice, and fo might be outlawed. He 
then obferved that the inconveniencies of the 
oppolite doctrine would be moft monftrous and 
mew, it cannot be law. Mr. Butler had very 
forceably alked, would it be a good replication 
to the plea of the ttatute of limitations, that the 
Defendant was Chief Governor ? He would aJfo 
•afki would it be good evidence on a queftion of 
twenty years poffeilion in ejectment, that the De- 
fendant was Lord Lieutenant, and that therefore 
no action could be brought againlt hira? Were 
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the court prepared to fay that a Vkeroy tmSgbt 
contract: any debts, might break any contracts, 
-might do any wrong, might -commit any crimes 
*>f impuni«y? Were .they prepared to iay, tfcat 
the King by continuing any man -to be a Gover- 
nor during life, might give him, not only a 
pardon for all crimes, but an indemnity from ail 
civil engagements. The 'King Mmfoif ihas no 
4uch indemnity* Were the court prepared to 
-fay, that no action will lieagainft hiin as execu- 
tor or trufteer If they are, they muft dlfo &y, 
-that he cannot be an executor or truflee. The 
law fays almoft as muchx>f the King, it lays he 
ihaU not be a truftde, and that if* he be appoint- 
ed executor, he (hall delegate others again ft whom 
actions mall 'be brought : thus preferving the 
•fubje&s right to remedy. The Lord lieutenant 
certainly can be a truftee, and be fuedas fuch; 
^or he is one in many inftanees, and actions are 
"brought againft him as fuch every day. Here 
Mr. Saron Power intimated that the Court knew 
•the caufe of action, for the Attorney General 
had told it to them ; upon which Mr. Emmet 
replied, that neither the court nor the Attorney 
General could poflibly know, nor had a r,ghc 
-to know tbe caufe of action, that no one but 
Mr. Tandy, his coimfel, and his attorney could 
know the caufe of action, and that the court- if 
they decide againft the plaintiff, muft fay, thac 
no action whntfbever will lie againft the Loid 
Xieutenaut. But, continued Mr. Emmet, if the 
Governor be entitled to -inch a privilege as is 
contended for, he *nuft be a Ural Governor and 
It gaily appointed, in as much as "the privilege :s 
a hgt>l p ne. The Court n my know that he is tie 
■ialio Governor, and that may be lufheient to 
warrant and induce them to pay him every %>bei- 
^ce and attention, or perhaps to iknclion any 
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Murifterkri aft which he muft do, but he ca* 
never have a legal right to a legal privilege in a 
jCotnrt of Law, unlels he had a legal right to hU 
office 5 but he has not a legal right to his office; 
^fbr he is appointed under the Great Seal of Eng- 
land. It was but lately that fome of the ableft 
lawyers, on the Bench, and at the Bar, were of 
opinion that the .Great Seal of England could 
-not appoint a Regent for this Kingdom. Is the 
.court prepared to controvert this doctrine, by af- 
ierri-ng the equivalent of its oppofite to be true? 
It is prepared to fay, that the Great Seal of Eng- 
land can appoint a Regent, for it can appoint a 
a Viceroy, whole name and whofe functions dif- 
fer but little from thofe of a Regent. The At- 
torney General deprecated on a former day the 
the fuppofition that this country has been for fix 
hundred years without a legai Viceroy. To 
that, faid Mr; Emmit, I anfwer with the fincere 
wifti, that this country may not continue to be, 
as it has been for the laft fix hundred years ; its 
independence was afcertained in 178a, and if 
fhere was any abufe crept in before, it ought to 
have ceafed then. For the laft ten years, I 
-holdJy fay, there has been no legal Viceroy in 
Ireland ; and the counfel for Lord Weftmoreland 
will not only not venture to contradict me, but 
they will not even dare to let his patent get 
into a train of legal inveftigation. Mr. Emmet 
concluded, that this was. an application which 
Lord Weftmoreland had no right to make, and 
which the court had no right to grant. 

Mr. M< Nally, on the part of the plaintiff, 
wifhed that the counfel on the part of Lord Weft- 
moi eland mould then be heard, and that he would 
reply. But t he Court having declared that they 
did not require to hear counlel on behalf of Lord 
Weftmoreland,— Mr. M* jNaliy dsdined to fpeak, 
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^Hedging that he could add nothing new to what 
had already been advanced by Mr. Butler and 
JMr. Emmet though he was ready, to reply to the 
counfel on the other (ide. 

Mr. George Jofeph Brown followed Mr. M* 
Nally in faying that every thing that could have 
been faid, having been already laid before the 
Court by Mr. Butler and Mr. Emmet, he would % 
not trouble them with any obfervation of his — 
Jits induitry had fupplied him with only one Cafe, 
the Cafe of St. Andrew's Church and he had com- 
niunicated it to Mr. Butler, who has already fub- 
mitted it to the Court. 

Lord Chief Baron. I wifli that the counfel on 
behalf of Lord Weftmoreland would apply them - 
feives to one point, viz. " in what capacity is Lord 
Weftmoreland fued" I am clearly of opinion that 
be is not liable to be fued for any u€t of ftate, but 
how does it appear that he is here fued for fuch a£l 
—he has two capacities, a natural and a politic 
capacity — the action may be againft him in his 
natural capacity, and then the queftion would admit 
of more difficulty, tho* even then, *I incline ftrong- 
ly to think that he is not liable to be fued, however, 
could it be made appear that he is fued in his poli- 
tic capacity, the caufe would be eafed of every 
doubt. — I have two capacities-^Lam Barry Yel- 
verton and lam chief Baron j as Barry Yelver ton, 
I am fatisfied that he is fued for an a£t of ftate, 
but my iatisfa&ion as Chief Baron is not equally 
.certain. 

Mr. Prime Serjeant and Mr Soliciter General 
thereupon wrongly infilled, that, from the argu- 
ment of the plaintiff's Council, it clearly appeared' 
that the action was brought againft the K:ul of 
Weftmoreland in his public capacity and that fuch, 
was the evident tendency of the molt part of what 
they advanced. They further infilled, that the 
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' Cftufe of action would appear from the letter of -At- 
torney from the plaintiff to Mr. Dowling. They 
alfo contended, that the Counfel for the Plaintiff 
net having denied the allegation of the Attorney 
Oeneral, that the action was brought againftLord 
Weftmoreland for an act of ftate, joined to the 
refufalof Mr. Dowling the Plaintiff's Attorney 
to difclofe the caufe of a&ion, was fufficient to 
ground a judicial knowledge or prefumption that 
the action was brought again ft Lord Weftmore- 
land for an act of ftate. 

. Mr. Attorney General, If the plaintiff's 
Counfel will declare that the action is- brought 
againft Lord- Weftmoreland in his natural capacity 
and not for an act of ltate, \ will immediately 
enter appearance, for his Lordfhip. 

Lord Chief Baron. Mr. Butter, I addrefc you 
as a man of canduur, and delire that you wiil iu- 
fbrmme of 'the caule of action. 

Mr. Butter* I cannot comply with your Lord- 
fhip's defire, but muft be excufed from difciofing 
the caufe of action.. 

Lord Chief Baron. Then I am now fatisfied 
that the action is brought for an act of ftate. 

Mr. Emmet, I truft that your Lord/hip will 
not ground an admifiion of a fact on the refulai 
of Counfel to difclofe it, when the Counfel is 
privileged in fuch his refufal. I truft alio that 
nothing will be prelumed from the hypothetical 
arguments of Counlel I cannot inform the court 
of the caufe of actiou not having been inftrucled 
in refpeft to it. 

Lord Chief Baron. I will deliver my opinion 
on Wednefday next; 

Mr. Baron toiver faid that he was prepared to 
give his Opinion then, and that be would be forry 
that the audience fhoulcl go away without hearing 
an anfwer t^o the very extraordinary arguments 
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4heyjuft heard 5 he faid that thofe arguments woe 
unrounded, and not warranted by Law or confti- 
tution, He then entered into a long and elabor- 
ate argument in favor of the conftitution princi- 
pally extracted from the fir ft volume of Blackftone's 
Commentaries— He faid that he would not give- 
any opinion whether a Lord Lieutenant is fuabiq 
in his natural capacity or not, it was unneceffaryy 
as the queftion does not arife ; if fuch queftioni 
ever fhould arife, he would feel little difficulty in) 
forming an opinion.-— He faid that he had judicial 
Jcnowledge that the prefent aftion was brought 
againft the Lord Lieutenant for an aft of ftate, jbr 
every matter is taken for granted when it isvaf-* 
ferted on one fide and not denied on the- other, 
that the Attorney General had aflerted that the 
- action was brought for an aft of ftate, and the | 
other fide not having denied the after tion, it ihall 
be confidered as true, the aftion is therefore 
brought againft the Lord Lieutenant for an aft of 
State, and he declared himfelf to be clearly of 
opinion that for an aft of State, no. aftion could 
be brought againft the Lord Lieutenant. 

Mr. Emmet. Begged leave to afTure the Court, 
that he was not ignorant of the principles Jaid 
down by the learned Judge 5 for he had read the 
firft Volume of Biackftone's Commentaries.— 
{ But he had not noticed them, becaufe he did not 
conceive them to apply to the prefent caie. 

Court. Let the motion ftand over until Wed- 
aefday next* 
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^Thc following letter, of attohns y was r*ao% 

Copy of a Warrant of Attorney, irom James 
tapper Tandy, Kfq. to Mati^ew Dowling* 
* Attorney, to commence and <profecute Suits* 
Dated, April 26th, 1792. 



W HERE AS, James Napper Tandy, of Bride* 
Jireft, in the City of Dublin, EJq. was arrefied 09 
the azd day of February laft, by -one of the mefjen~ 
gers attena{ng the Houfe of Commons, and mas alfr 
arre/kdontSe \%tb day of April, injl. by one other 
of the faid mejffengers which arrefts were atleaged 
4o have been made under, and by the virtue of 
warrant, figned by the Right Hon* John Fofter, 
Speaker of faid Houfe* And whereas, a Proclama- 
tion has fever al times of late been puhlijbed in tht 
Dublin Gazette, reciting the faid arreft of the %%d 
1>f February, and that faid James Napper Tandy 
having made efcape therefrom, had been guilty of a 
grofs violation of the privileges of ihe faid houfe, 
Alfo reciting and addrefs from the Houfe of Com- 
fnons, to iff ne a Proclamation for apprehending faid 
James tapper Tandy, and which Proclamation re- 
quired and commanded all perfons, whatfoever, to 
apprehend the faid James Napper Tandy, and carry 
pirn before fome of the Jujlices of the Peace, or Chief 
Magifirates of the county, town, or place where hf 
Jhould he apprehended, who are thereby rejpcclive- 
ly required to fecure the faid James Napper Tandy* 
fb apprehended, and thereof to give fpeedy notice 
to the Right Hon. the Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
fnons, the Serjeant at Arms attending the faid 
Jtoufe, and to the Clerk of the Council, to the end 
he may he forthcoming to be dealt withal and pre* 




Digitized by 



Google 



X 16* ) 

,'feeded againft according to law* And that for 
the prevention of the efcape of the faid J ante* 
tfapper Tandy, into parts beyond the feas, faid pro- 
clamation did require and command all officers of the 
tuftoms, and other officers and JubjecJs of and in the 
irtfpeStive ports, and maritime towns, and places 
•within the kingdom of Ireland, that they and every 
of ihem in their refpeSHve places and jlaHons, with- 
in the faid kingdom, Jbould be careful and diligent 
in the examination of all perfons that Jbould pafs 
*mr endeavour to pap beyond the feas, and that if 
they Jbould dif cover the faid James Hopper Tandy* 
jfhen to caufe him to be apprehended and fecitredt 
■and to give notice thereof as afbrefaid. And the 
faid Proclamation did alfo flriSNy charge and com* 
inond all perfons as they would anfwer the con- 
trary at their perils, that they Jbould not any way 
conceal, but Jbould difcover the faid James Napper 
Tandy, to the end he might be fecured. And for 
the encouragement of all perfons to be diligent and 
careful in endeavouring to difcover and apprehend 
the faid James Napper Tandy, faid Proclamation 
•did f urther declare, that whofocver Jbould difover 
•and apprehend him, the faid James Napper T andy, 
and Jbould bring him before fame Juftice of the 
Peace, or Chief Magiftrate, ' as aforefaid, Jbould 
have and receive as a reward for the dif covering, 
-apprehending, and bringing him the [aid James 
Napper T andy, before fuch Juftice of the Peace, , 
' or Chief Magijlrate, as afore faid, the fum of fifty 
pounds. And whereas the faid James Napper 
T andy was arrefted by a man of the name of John 
Knight, and kept in cuflody for half an hour, and, 
it was alledged by faid Knight that fuch arret! was 
made by him in obedience to and by virtue or under 
colour of faid Proclamation. Now, know 

' all men by thefe prefents, that I, the faid James 
<tfapper Tandy, do hereby couftitutt, and appoint^ 
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direS, authorize and impower MafhevjDowlinp, 
of Great Longford flreet, in the city of Dublin, 
gent, one of the Attorney's of his Majeftfs Courts 
of Exchequer, King's Bench, mnd Common - Pleas, 
in Ireland, to commence, inftitute, carry on and 
frofecute one or more adion or aclions at my fuit 



Council as figned the faid Proclamation, alfo againft 
the Printers or Publijhers of the Nenvfpaper called 
the Dublin Gazette, and again}} the faid John 
Knight, or to profecute the faid Knight, and alfo 
againft the Right Hon. John Fojler, Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, the Serjeant at Arms, and 
Mejfengers attending the faid Houfe, the Sheriffs of 
<the county of the city of Dublin, the Gaoler of the 
. Mevj Prifon, and all and every perfon and perfons 
'.' <who aSled in any manner under the faid Warrant 
or Proclamation* And for thefe purpofes to take 
i all fuch fteps and proceedings in any of the law or 
, other courts as he may be advifed, or deem necejfa- 
, ry or expedient. Hereby, ratifying, allowing, and 
j confirming all, and vohatfoever my faid Attorney 
Jball do, or caufe or direcl to be done in the pre- 
mijfs. In witnefs whereof, I have hereunto fet 
tny Hand and Seal, this ibth day of April in the 
Tear of our Lord, 1792. 



THOMAS DOWLWG 
JAS. NEJVENHAM CURTIS. 

Lord Chief Baron. I am now ready to own 
that I am glad I poftponed giving my opinion 
to this time, becaufe a document has been read 
which throws new light upon the iubjecl:, and 
which (hews the aftion to be commenced againft 
Lord W.eftmoreland for an a& done in his politic 
capacity. The queftioa therefore it not a gene- 




infl fuch members of the Privy 



Signed, Sealed and Deliver- 
ed in the prefence of us, 



' I J. N. TANDY, SeaU 
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csl one, " whether a Lord Lieutenant In hit go- 
vernment may be fued for an aft of p©wer,**-^ 
1>ut, " whether he may be fued for an ad of 
State" I did very early declare, that no mam 
could maintain an aftion againft a Lord Lieu- 
tenant for an aft of State daring his govern- 
ment. The afts of State done by a Lord Lieu* 
tenant, like thofe of the King, are all counter* 
Signed by refponfible minifters, and if he be adviiei 
4o do any thing unconstitutional by them, they 
are refponfible for it — but I do not found tine 
opinion upon any diftinftion betweeen the natural 
and oolitic capacity in the perfon of the Lord 
lieutenant. There is not any diftinftion of that 
'•kind that does not apply equally to the King* 
lie performs in his natural capacity all the runcu- ; 
on s of nature : he eats, drinks, and fleeps r— 1 
.and any other aft done by him, whether public } 
or private, is done by him as a corporation foie* t 
and therefore it is, he cannot depart from any / 
••natter of (late but by matter of record, and this : 
<ioes not extend lefs in the cafe of a Lord Lieu- 
tenant, I found my opinion upon the broadeft 
grounds : not upon the law of any particular 
Sate, but upon the law of nature, and nations. 
It is a queftion in which not Ireland or Great 
Britain only are concerned, but every orderly go*, 
vernment. — I found it upon this, that fo long 
as he is Governor, fo long as he is the executive 

1)ower, he cannot be called upon. Antiently 
le enjoyed many more privileges than he does 
now almoft every prerogative which the Crown 
Enjoys at this day, he once had j it appears from 
Miftory he* declared peace and war and gave die 
Royal aflent, rege mconfulto. — Now, it is not 
given, but in the name of the King.—- There is 
an entry in the Journals, Le Seigneur Depute U 
ntHt. But now by a wholefcme taw thtfe powers 
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art retrained. But (HH he cannot b£ feed. Tii 
every country there is fome authority lodged 
ibmewhere : this power is divided into the legifla- 
tive, the executive and the Judicial, and it is 
from the different combination of thofe' three 
4Ufcrent powers thofe artfes all the difference of 
the Governments exifting in the world. — But 
where there is an executive power particularly, 
St tot neceffary to the end of Government it 
Jbfrild' be rawed and raviolahle j for the moment 
^ the Kberty of the perfbrt of the executive power 
is retrained* the moment the. free agency is 
taken away, that infcmt the Government falls, 
there is an end of ail Government, the moment 
the executive power is violated. I have laid, 
this is not a qtfeftion merely of the municipal 
■ JLaw of Ireland or England, but of the Law of 
Nations > and to fticw. that it is, look into Fuf- , 
fendorf de Officio homtnis, & civis treating not of 
the law of this ftate or that, but of the law of 
Nations .-^He fays, " If the fubjeclr be aggriev- 
ed by a fovereign he cannot maintain an action, 
©r oblige him to< redrefs, he may perluade him' if 
he can" — But look, at higher authority, that of 
the celebrated Lock in hvs Effbty on Government : 
hft lays down the fame petition, and he founds it, 
aot upon any diftin&iun between the natural and 
politic Capacity, but upon this broad bottom, 
that it is better a< private mifchief mould enfue 
to an Individual, than the peace and fecurity of 
-Government mould be violated by any Attack 
tipon the Magi ftrate Executing the power of Hate. 
— *He puts the cafe of a heady Prince coming to 
the Throne and doing private a&s of mifchief 
butaltho* thefe mifchief, may exift, they happen 
fo rarely,, ami travd thro 1 fo fmail an extent, it 
m better to^ put up with them" — This, it is ob- 
{er.ved, i* carried fo far in the cafe of a King> 
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that &ren for a matter of private concern, hft 

cannotrbe fued ottierwife than by petition, bring- 
ing it to^ the cafe in Puffendorf, he may perfuado 
if he can;, but he cannot compel him ; and there- 
fore it jk upon that ground, that the King is 
fuable by petition or monfirans de droit, and this 
whether the matter be of a public or private na- 
ture, and if I were called upon for an opinion whe- 
ther the Lord Lieutenant can be fued tor an a&of 
a private nature ; I would fay he cannot perhaps he 
may be £ued in aider droit ; but with refpeft to him-, 
felr he cannot. If procefs could ifTue againft bim 
his perfon might be imprifoned, he might be feized 
under colour of a fuit, even when going to Exer- 
cife one of the Royal functions committed to his 
charge; when going to meet the Parliament of 
the Country. If this doctrine could be main- 
tained, he might have been arrefted when going to 
give the Royal affent to that aft which eftabliftied 
our right of being an ancient independant King- 
dom. — But it is faid great mifchiefs will follow; li- 
mitations will run ; a Lord Lieutenant may be 
continued for life ; he may do wrong and the 
fu'oject be without redrefs.— To that I anfwer, 
it is indecent to put any fuch cafe, and it might 
as well be put in the cafe of a King; he may do 
wrong, commit murder, afiaffination, injury of 
every kind, and the fubject is equally without re- 
drefs. But the law will not admit any fuch 
notion and it is highly indecent for us to ibppofe 
it. But I am happily relieved from the necefiity 
of giving any opinion upon thej^Rpoint whether 
he may be fued for any aft tffljreby him in a 
private capacity," when it appears '^OJjy' Ijiyvun- 
queftionable evidence under the han&wbfefeal of 
the plaintiff, he avows he fues him for an aft 
done by him as Lord Lieutenant,— I am fitis- 
fied he cannot be fued in that capacity, and 



Digitized by Cookie 



( j6 7 ) 

therefore the motion muft be granted, natpely* 

the procefs ought to be quashed as'having iffuMim- 
providently .—With regard to what has been laid 
about the letter miflive, it is true, I was allied to 
for it, but the realbn which weighed with .me for 
refuting it, was, that if .1 figned it, I would give 
my fanclion to the procefs j whereas I wiftied it 
fhould ftand upon its own ftrength or weaknefs. 
A paflage was cited from Strafford's letters. — I 
looked into the book and I find it was truly 
cited 5 but it cannot be received as law now.— 
One of the deputies had been ferved with an in- 
junction commanding him to give pofleflion of 
Patrick's church which had been ufed as a liable. 
—Put the cafe that the Chancellor forming a 
part of the executive Government had refufed 
to obey — his perfon might be taken and what 
would become of the executive power, the 
Government would be fufpended ; it is better, 
I fay, that a private injury Ihould be fuftained by 
an individual, than that there Ihould be no Govern- 
ment in the country j and how ready people are 
to contend that there is no Government in the 
country is evident, as it was argued by the gen- 
tlemen, who, to do them juftice, fpoke ably, 
that we were at this inftant actually without any 
legal Government ; for they did anert and argue 
- we had no legal Lord Lieutenant in the country. 
—It is unnecelfary to argue that we have de firifio 
jure — while in the executive power of Govern- 
ment he is Governor pro hac vice. 

N. B. In thgg:afe of Lord Donegal again ft 
Hamilton, in JPpMg his opinion the fame day, 
the Lord Chie£*Baron faid, I am unwilling to give 
my opim^R. whether the King has a right to grant 
t any thlnjffn this kingdom under any feal but the 
great leal of this his kingdom of Ireland : but r 
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tonfefjt I "am inclined to think at prtfcnt that he 

cannot-." 

Mr. Baton Hamilton. I do not wifli to refbrt to 
any doctrine of our court, or law of this country 
to fupport my opinion j I found myfelf upon prin- 
ciples that muft belong to every Government in 
the worId-*-The queftion is, fhall we differ a pro- 
C/fs to ifTue, where the Executive power of this 
Government may be put into reftraint, I may 
fay info prifon.— *I beg to know, can fuch a pro- 
ceeding a$ that be found in the hiftory of man- 
kind ? — In any Government, however free, the 
moft democrat ical that ever exifted, even in 
France, notwithftanding all their confufion, they 
hold the Executive power inviolable. Can any 
Government exift, if there be not an Executive 
authority to carry the laws into execution.— 
What will avail al! your laws if it be in the 
power of* an individual to iffue out procefs and 
confine the executive authority. It is very well 
known that the acts of a Governor relate to every 
one ; what a monftrous doctrine it would be, 
that every one of the individuals who feel them- 
felves aggrieved or affected by the proceedings of 
a Governor, mould have a power each to bring 
an action ; the Law of the country would become 
ufelefs 5 no government could fubfift if that pro- 
cedure prevailed. — The counfel for the plaintiff 
could not avow that the Governor could be fued 
in his public capacity, becaufe they refufed to 
declare in what right he was fued. 

*Mf. Butler humbly conceived that the Lord 
Chief Baron was miltaken in a matter of fact, 
in conceiving that the warrant of attorney, 
which had been read, had any relation to this 
caufe; it gives no authority to Mr. Dowling to 
fue the Earl of Weftmoreland either in his po- 
litic or natural capacity, and is not therefore any 
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evidence, under hand and feal of the plaintlftj 
of this action being brought again ft Lord Weft- 
morcland as Lord Lieutenant, tor an act of ftate 
or otherwife. 

Lord Chief Baron. If you had done me th* 
honour to attend to me, you would perceive my 
reafon for noticing the letter of attorney, 'which 
though it does not authorize an action againft Lord 
Weftmoreland, yet in a great meafure explain* 
and gives a complexion to the whole tranfaction, 
upon the whole I am fatisfied that this action is 
inftjtuted againft the Lord Lieutenant in his poli-* 
tic capacity. 

Court y Let the fubpoena be quamed. 



James N. Tandy, Efq. -J 

againft / JL HE declaration in 

"The Right Hon. Arthur | this cafe was filed on th© 
, Wolf. J 15th day of November, 

179*. It is for caufing to-be printed and publifti- 
cd an unlawful and libellous publication and con- 
fills of four counts. — firft, an unlawful publication 
in the words and figures — fecond an unlawful pub- 
lication to the tenor. — third, a libellous publication 
in the words and figures, and fourth a libellous 
publication to the tenor. — The publication com- 
plained of by the declaration was a proclamation 
purporting to be iffued by the Lord Lieutenant 
and council of Ireland commanding the arreft of 
the plaintiff and offering a reward for the fame, 
in the declaration the proclamation is fet forth in 
manner following—" By the Lord Lieutenant" 
(meaning the Right Hon. John Fane Earl of 
Weftmoreland of the kingdom of Great Britain 
commonly called but not of right the Lieutenant 
<5cperaJ agd general Governor) « and council" 

Digitized by Google 



( >• 

(meaning the aflembly of perfons commonly call- 
ed but not of right the Right Efon, the privy coun- 
fel) of Ireland u A proclamation Weftmore- 
land'" meaning the aforefaid Right lionourable 
jphn Fane Earl- of Weffcmoreland of the kingdon* 
of Great Britain) " Whereas" &c r &c* 

The ground for ufmg.theie expreffions. was, that 
the Earl af Welfmoreland received his appoint-- 
mep.t as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, and that confequent- 
ly he was not legally Lord Lieutenant of IreFand r 
or luch a perfon as could receive the oath of a 
privy ecu n (ell or* 

On Wednesday the 28th of November 1795 
Mr. Franklyn, on behalf of the defendant, moved 
that the declaration filed in this caufe might be 
taken ofF the file, or that fuch p*rts thereof as 
alledged " that the pte&nt ch.tf Governor of 
« c this kingdom is not i»> of righ% and that the> 
** pfeient privy couufel ©f this kingdom is not of 

right, the privy coun fel thereof" might he ex - 
{tanged } and in cafe the court (hottkl relufe to t:-ke 
the declaration off the file, that the defendant 
rnight have time to plesd until the next Term. 

Baron Power. This is a motion ©f courfe-— 
refer it to a Baron. 

Lord Cfnvf Baron, No. — I will not refer it— I 
will expunge the Icandalous parts tnfianter. Let 
the declaration be read . 

The Declaration was herenpon read. 

Mr. Baron Pvwtr* 1 concur with the Chief 
JJaroh — I will expunge the fcandal inflantly — . 
i^oie paifages are prolix, impertinent and fcanda- 
lovis — t do not ftop here ; thofe who figned the 
rierlaraticr. mould bepunimed. 

LordC/ii/f Baron. Who figoed the declara- 
tion ? 
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Mr. Xemmis? the agent for the defendant, reaJ 
She names " Simon Butler and Thomas Addis^ 
Emmet." as thole fighed to the declaration. 

Lord Chief Baron. Who is attorney for the 
plaintiff ? 

He was anfwered that the attorney was "Matthew 
Dowling. 

Mr. Sutler. It was not my intention to trouble 
the court this day.— After what I heard from the 
court on Monday — after what I have heard this 
4&y from the bench— after what has paffed this day 
in the court of common pleas, where though I 
could not offer my fentiments on behalf o? my 
client, on account of the motion having been made 
on the part of his Majefty, yet where I had the 
the fatlsfaftion of hearing every thing faid andG 
urged on behalf of the .plaintiff that could be faid* 
or urged — I fay, my lord, that after the very de- 
cided opinion •! the court, I mould merely have 
entered my proteft to the order fought for by the 
defendant— but as a threat has been thrown out 
from the bench againft thofe who hare figned the 
declaration, it becomes my duty to enter at large 
into the motion, and fhew to the fatisfaction of 
every honeft and unprejudiced mind, that the 
parts fought to be expunged from the declaratioa 
are not prolix fcandalous or impertinent, but rele- 
vant and neceflfary to the plaintiffs cafe. 

Lord Chief Bpron. What threat has been 
thrown out ! I know of none. ^ 

Baron Povuir. You intirely mifunderftand the 
court— I did not allude to the gentlemen of the 
bar who figned the declaration— I alluded to the 
Attorney whofe name appeared to the declarati- 
on. 

Mr. Butler. I am happy to hear that the court 
did not allude to or mean to cenfure the gentlemen 
ef the bar who figned the declaration— but as the 
Kx 
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cottrt Upleafed to fay that they alluded to the at- 
torney, Mr. Dowling, who figned the declaration 
as attorney for the plaintiff. I requeft to be heard 
a few words. Mr. Dowling is merely agent—- he 
acts by the direction and is under the controul of 
counfel — the warrant of attorney which the court 
has before them, directs that he mould aft under 
the direction and be fubject to the controul of 
counfel— —having informed your lordfhips what 
the duty of Mr. Dowling is, I will now inform 
you, that he has performed it — and in no refpect 
exceeded it— every act done by him in this caufe 
has been by the . direction and from the advice and 
under the controul of counfel, — He has not in any 
refpect acted from himfelf or independant of the 
advice and even direction of counfel— He is not 
refponfible, he has only performed his duty— If 
there has been any impropriety, the counfel are to 
be blamed — If any cenfure is to fall, let it fall 
upon the counfel j and if any punilhment is to be 
inflicted, let it be received by trie counfel-— I make 
this declaration publicly as one of the counfel, and 
if I had not, I would be afhamed ever to raife my 
voice again in this or any other court. 

Mr. Butler was followed by Mr. Emmet, who, 
as enc of the counfel declared his refponfibility, 
and that Mr. Dowling, throughout the bufineis, 
acted merely as attorney and under the exprefs di- 
rection of counfel. 

Lord Chief Baron. I am not decided in my mind 
as to the courfe which ought to be taken by the 
Court on this occafion — we will confiderof it, and 
do what (hall appear to be proper. 

Mr. Butler. It is then my duty to enter at 
large into the caufe and (hew to the court, that the 
words in queftion are not prolix, icandalous, or 
impertinent, but that on the contrary they arc re- 
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tarant to aid very material for the f kuntiflPs 
cafe. 

Lord Ckief Saron.— 'You arc certainly at liberty 
Xo iatisfy the court, if you can, as to the relevancy 
jof the words 5 but in lo doing, I muft inform you 
that the court will nbt fuffer you to queftion ttie 
legality of the Lord Lieutenant's patent — that 
•point mail not again be argued in this Court. 
• Mr. Butler. They-feek to expunge the words, 
commonly called but not of right"— Before 
•I (hew the relevancy, I will fhew the truth ;6f 
the words— 'I will (hew that the Earl of Weft- 
-moreland is not of right the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, and that the privy Council are not of 
right the privy Council of Ireland. 

JLord Chief Baron. I will not fuffer that mat- 
ter to be argued 5 I have already told you fo— 
—I repeat it— From the ferment of the Public 
mind, I do not know whether I ft all fit another 
year upon this Bench ; but were this the laft time 
of my fitting here, I would relift every attempt 
to fhew that there is no legal executive power in? 
the country. 

Baron Hamilton. This may poflibly be the 
laft year of my life,, but were it the laft moment 
of my -life, I would not fuffer any man to argue 
that there is no legal executive power in the 
country. 

Mr. Butler. I did hope that I mould have 
been permitted to argue the cafe of my client in 
fuch manner as to me feemed moft advifeable— 
I recollect the conduct of the firft advocate of 
England, when directed by the majority of the 
Houfe of Commons to confine his argument on. 
behalf of his client to certain points; Mr* 
Erfkine declared, that the argument of Ju> 
client's cafe, he would not be dictated to Wfm 
power, and that unlefs he was permittedfr 
K. 3 
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the cafe of his clients in fiich manner as he 
thought moft for the. benefit of his clients, he 
would not make any argument. — I will follow 
fo great an example, and declare to this court 
and to the Nation that, as I am not permitted 
to argue the caufe of my client in fuch manner 
as I think moft for his benefit, I will fit down. 

Lord Chief Baron* I am far from dictating to 
any gentleman the manner of laying his client's 
<afe before the court — it is not my nature — and 
it never was my practice but I muft again de- 
clare, that I will not fuffer any perfon to argue 
that there is no legal Chief Governor in this 
country. 

Court* — Let the words be expunged and let the 
defendant have time to. plead until the firft day of 
next term. 



James N. Tandy, Efq. Hp 

againft / X HIS is an action 

Timothy Dyton and > for printing and pub- 
St. Geo. O'Kelly, Efqrs. liming and caufing to 

1 J be printed and publiih- 

ed an unlawful and libelous publication, and 
contains four counts fimilar to thole in the ialt 
mentioned action. 

Mr. Frankkud on behalf of the defendants 
moved the court for liberty to withdraw the plea 
filed by the defendants, and that the declaration 
n light be taken off the file, or that thole parts 
thereof wherein it is ailedged that the prefent 
Chief Governor of this kingdom is not lb of 
right and that the -preient privy council of this 
kingdom is not of right the privy council thereof 
might be expunged. 

^ Counfel on behalf of Mr. Tandy were filent. 

■ 
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-Court.— Let the defendants have liberty trt 
withdraw the plea, and let the words be expung-i 
ed, and let the defendants have time to plead tcj 
the fir ft day of next term. 



James N. Tandy Efq.-j 

againft / X HIS is an a&iori 

The Right Hon. John \ for falfe imprifonment on 

Fofter. ( the *2d. of February and 

■ J 5th of May 1792. 

Mr. Frankland, on behalf of the defendant, 
mpved the court for time to plead until the next 
term, 

Mr. Frankland, faid, that no tryal would be 
thereby loft, as the defendant would juftify under 
an order of the Houle of Commons. 

Counfel for the plaintiff were filent. 

Court. Let defendant have time to plead until 
firft day of next term. 
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COMMON 

James N. Tandy > qp 

Plaintiff / 1 HIS is an action 

The Right Hon. John v( /or cauftng to be printed 
:Lord Baron -Fitzgibbon j and published an unlaw- 
Defendant: \ fyl and libellous pubii- 

j 1 ■ J cation, and contains four 

Counts fimilar to thofe contained in the declara- 
tion againft Mr. Wolfe. 

Mr. Attorney General, on behalf of ; his Ma- 
je/Jy, moved that the writ of fummons might \>e 
litperfeded, and that the Declaration might be 
taken off the file, or that l'uch , parts thereof as 
alledge that the prefent Chief Governor of this 
Kingdom is not lb of right, and that the prefent 
privy Council of this Kingdom is not of right 
the privy Council thereof^ mi£ht be exgunged. 

Mr. Attorney General faid, it was not only 
Competent to him, as Attorney General, to in- 
form the Court of any matter, but, in particular 
Cafes, it was Competent to any man 'to give 
iiich information to the Judges, as amicus Curicr. 
He had a right to do lb, as amicus Curiae, when 
any Indecency, Immorality or matter injurious 
to the ftate, appeared upon the Record of the 
Court, in order that fuch matter mould be ex- 
punged. The declaration or Bill which had been 
put upon the file' of the Court by the plaintiff 
againft the defendant, and the writ of fummons 
which iffued thereupon, he conlidered feditious 
in tendency, fcandalous to the Hate, and inlulr- 
ing to the Court. 'Tis laid that the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland was not Lord Lieutenant of 
right, that the privy Cyuncii of Jreland is not 
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privy Council of right. This is not left thaa 
alledging that there was no Government in the 
Country. He trufted that the Court would im- 
mediately, peremptorily and unequivocally decide 
upon the motion he had made, that the danger- 
ous and abfurd idea, of the Country being with- 
out a Government, might not for a moment go 
abroad to deceive and to miflead the people. If 
the fuggeftion was true, the Court had no jurif- 
di&ion, the Judges had no authority to aft 
under. The Council who drew the Bill and ad- 
viied the raeafure, were not, he prefumed, ap- 
prized how Lord Lieutenants were appointed. 
They were, and had been for fix hundred years 
|>aft, appointed by the King's will, made knowm 
under the great leal of England annexed to Let-* 
ters patent 5 when he arrives in this country, the 
fword of ftate is delivered into his hands, in the 
prefence of the Council, by thofe who preceded 
him in office, and he takes the ufual Oaths— • 
This is the only legal mode of appointing a Lord 
Lieutenant— 

Mr. Juftice Heflen, coincide with the Attorney 
General that the Court fhould immediately decide 
upon the queftion, The fuggeftion that the Earl 
of Weftmoreland was not Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland of right, and the Privy Council Privy 
Council of right, he confidered a pofition fraught 
with the moft dangerous Confequences. 

The Chief JuJIice, inquired if any Counfel at- 
tended on the part of the plaintiff. 

Mr. Mc. Nally anfwered, that he and Mr, 
Emmet were of Counfel for the plaintiff Mr, 
Tandy j that he was not unprepared as to the 
queftion hereafter to come before the Court, if 
the defendant thought proper to juftify by plea 
or by Evidence, for he had confidered thequeftU 
on, and prepared himfeif with fedulous induftry 
J>ut he thought it would be imprudent in him r 
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this early ftage of the proceedings agmnft the 
Defendant to communicate the "principles and 
grounds upon which he propofed hereafter to 
contend, that the appointment of the Earl of 
"Weftmoreland to the Office of Lord Lieutenant 
was not legal, but, on the contrary, inconfiftent 
with the Conftitution of this Country. 

He obferved that Attorney General had come 
-forward as an amicus curitt—t\i\s was the firft. 
time he had ever feen an amicus curia come for- 
ward to make a motion with a Brief in his hand, 
and that Brief marked with a fee— an amicus 
curiae was authorized to inform the Court of 
.matter of Law if the Court was in Error, but 
until this day he had never heard an amicus curiae 
attempt to argue as council for a party upon 
motion— Here— 

Mr* Juftice Hdlen interrupted Mr. Mc. NaHy 
who, his Lordfhip laid, muft have mifunderftood 
the Attorney General j for the Attorney Gene- 
ral had not ftated that he had appeared as an 
4micus .curie but that an amkus curia might with 
propriety give the fame Information to the Court 
as he was .going to give in his character of At-, 
tcrney General. 

Mr. Mc. NaHy allured $he Court that he had not 
the flighted intention to miftate what had fallen 
from his Majefty's leading Counfel j a Gentleman 
for whofe learning and abilities he had the high- 
eft refpe& ; but he was led into the miftake by a 
very extraordinary fignature which appeared at 
the bottom of the Notice ferved upon his Client. 
The whole Cafe before the Court was extraor- 
dinary and novel, but perhaps the fignature to 
the Notice was the moft extraordinary and novejl 
that ever appeared in Court. The Notice was . 
iigned " Thomas Kemmis, Attorney to his 
Majefty," now if Thomas Keminis was Attoj* 
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ney to his Majefty, in what iituation was the 
£ight Hon. Arthur Wolfe? were there two At- 
torney Generals— Attorney General Wolfe and 
Attorney General ^Cemmis ? or did Mr. Attor- 
ney General Wolfe Aide out of his place fro tem- 
pore, for the purpofe of letting Mr. Thomaa 
JgLemmis flip in pro tempore, and aft as Attorney 
General in the actions pending again ft the Privy 
Counfellors who caufed the advertifement in 
<pieftion to be publifhed ? If that was the Cafe, 
he was warranted in fuppofing that the Right 
fton. Arthur Wolfe was acting folely in the fitu- 
ation of an amicus curia, 

Mr. Mc Natty then argued, that the notice wa» 
bad — It was bad as being too general. It cal- 
led upon the Court to expunge certain words, 
but it did not ft ate any Caufe for expunging thofe 
words — it did not ftate that thofe words were fu- 
perfliious, impertinent or fcandalons ? whereas ; 
it mould have fpecially ftated at leaft one of thofe 
caujes whether the words complained of deferved 
the epithets applied to them, he trufted the Court 
would not now determine, but grant a conditi- 
onal order that the plaint iff s Counfel might fliew 
Caufe why they mould riot be expunged. 

Mr* Solicitor General and Mr. Prime Serjeant 
faid a few words each to the queftion, in which 
they followed. 

Mr. Attorney General^ in ftigmatizing the 
words excepted to, as being in their tendency 
icditious and fcandalous. They applied to th« 
court that the Sheriff fhould inltantly return the 
writ of fummons ; which being, together with 
the declaration or bill, brought into court, and 
the words complained of read by the officer, the 
Attorney General, having made a few further 
obfervations on the pernicious effects of the 
words " but not of right," called on the court 
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inftantly to fuperfede the writ and expunge tiie 
words from the declaration, and not merely grant 
a conditional order. 

The Court, thereupon, called on Mr. Tandy's 
counfel to mew caufe inflanter why the writ of 
fumtnons mould not be fuperfeded, and the words 
" but not of right'* expunged from the decla- 
ration or bill. 

Mr. Emmet, hoped the court would only grant 
a conditional order, when he a flu red them, that 
he himfelf was then exceedingly indifpofed, and 
utterly unable to do his client juftice, and when 
he further informed them, that, in confequence 
of the motion being made on behalf of his Ma- 
jefty, Mr. Tandy was deprived of the benefit of 
Mr. Butler's afliftance, who as king's counfel, 
conceived himfelf precluded from opening his 
mouth, until he could obtain a licence. The 
court exprefling their refolution to determine the 
queftion without further delay, Mr. Emmet pro- 
ceeded. 

He acknowledged that he had figned the de- 
claration or bill on which the writ of fummons 
was grounded. This he thought it neceffary to 
lay in confequence of the many charges of fcan- 
dal and fedition that had been thrown out againft 
that declaration or bill. If the allegation which 
denied the authority of the Lord Lieutenant was 
ieditioui, who was anfwerable for that fedition, 
but thole who dragged it from out of the peace- 
ful obfcufity of a record of the court and forced 
it into public attention ? If any of the evil con- 
fequences mentioned by the Attorney General 
were • likely to enfue from fuch a difcuflidn they 
muft be imputed — not to the plaintiffs counfel 
who had inferted the allegation in law pleadings, 
which few or none would ever fee, and where it 
was material to their clients action,— But t# th» 
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©fficious officers of the crown, who had given 
publicity to the aflertion, they were unable to re- 
fute; who had felected it for argument in a 
crowded court ; and by premature motions ren- 
dered the difcuflion neceflary. It would have 
been wifer in them filently to correct the error 
in the Viceroy's appointment} than to Ihew a 
pertinacious attachment to an abufe, after the 
principle of Engli/h Supremacy, from which the 
abufe has grown, had been abandoned. Or if 
there be no fuch error, why do they not juftify 
and bring the queftion forward on a Iblemn argu- 
ment on the pleadings rather than endeavour 
to crufti it by the fummary mode of motion. 
Having purfued thefe obfervations to fome length, 
he infifted on it as a rule of law, that the court 
would never expunge any matter from a decla- 
ration or bill, however fcandalous or feditious it 
might be, if it was neceflary to the plaintiffs 
caufe of action, or if it went -in aggravation of 
damages — apply that rule here— Suppofe the pro- 
clamation complained of to be in its nature and 
tendency 'fuch as a legal Chief Governor and 
privy council would have been well warranted i» 
lfluing, yet finely it would in itfelf be fufficicnt 
to give the plaintiff a right of Action, if it were 
iflued by perfons having no authority fo to do, 
and who l^ad accroached to theraielves nothing 
lefs than a fovereignty which did not belong to 
them, and aflumed the place of the executive 
power. If the Proclamation was in itfelf illegal 
and infufficient to refift an action, yet even there 
it would exceedingly increafe the injury, and 
would gp in aggravation of damages that fuch 
an illegal Proclamation was iflued by fuch perfon* 
as he had already defcribed. - 

There was another reafon why the court ought 
get U cxpwge, the words, excepted to; they, 
h 
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would neVer make any alteration 1 In any part efl 
a fuitor's pleadings that might lay them open to 
a demurrer. He did not abfblutely fay that 
was the cafe here 5 but it certainly was a matter 
of fome doubt whether if thofe words were ex- 
punged the defendant might not demur to tht 
declaration or bill ; and he trufted the court would 
not comply with the motion until they were af- 
certained that that could not be the cafe. 

In arguing on this motion, he had hitherto 
taken it for granted, that Lord Weftmoreland 
nuas not of right the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
It was no more than the truth. — The counfel for 
the crown, in order to excite the pride and pre- 
judices of the court, had faid that the plaintiff's 
counfel denied its jurifdicVion in certain cafes, in 
as much as certain of its proofus were figned by 
the Lord Lieutenant. He would be exceedingly 
forry that the jnrifdi&ion of that court was ne- 
ceffarily connected with the mcdc of the Viceroys 
appointment — his acts with regard to that court 
were merely minifterial ; but even if he faid that the 
power of the court ceafed for the prefent, in 
confequence of the illegal appointment of the 
Viceroy, he did not argue again ft its jurifdiclion 
in the abftract, and he oniy urged an additional 
motive for correcting the illegality. It ought not 
• to offend the court even if he did aiTert an occa- 
fional fufpenfion of its jurifdi&ion in certain 
cafts. All the courts of Weftminfter Hall af- 
fcrted tlr fame tiling of themfelves in every cafe 
at the revolution 5 for when it was declared that 
King James had abdicated, they all lliut, and 
continued il> until the vacant . Throne was filled 
Ly the appointment of William. 

'The Attorney General had almoft confeiTed, that 
x\> x obj<3i"*i againft Lord Weftmoreland** ap- 
v ^r.nucut, waft irrefiftible from hi* mode pf aft- 
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fwering iU He had faid that the patent under 
the great feal of England was only a declaration 
of the King's will — that is, tacitly Confefling 
that it was not competent to do more than barely 
fteclare the King's will — but if fuch a declaration 
only was fufficient, that was done by the order 
to be iworn in that every Lord Lieutenant brings 
» over under the fign manual 5 or why was be 
not appointed merely by delivering to him the 
iword of ftate ?— the reafon is, becaule, to the 
appointment of a Governor, not only a declara- 
tion of the King's will is neceflary, but alfo a 
delegation of power by a fufficient and legal in- 
ftrument giving him a right to exercife autho- 
rity. But no power belonging to the indepen- 
dent King of Ireland can be delegated by an in- t 
ftrument that derives all its validity from the 
authority of the King of England. The Great 
Seal of England cannot conftitute an officer to 
a& under the authority of the King of Ireland. 

T/ie Attorney General had argued a good deal 
on all Lcrd Lieutenants having been fo appointed 
for upwards of fix hundred years. The argu- 
ment is not fair ; — many abufes crept into this 
country for the laft fix hundred years, becaufe its 
conftitutional connection with England was but 
little known or attended to. If that had not 
been the cafe, there would have been no necef - 
flty for the revolution in 1782. Since that time 
it might be fairly aflerted that there has not 
been a legally appointed Clvef Governor in Ire- 
land. — But wherefore was this abufe fuffered to 
remain after the other abufes aboliflied by that 
revolution, or wherefore was it fo obftinately 
contended for at prefent, if it was not retained 
for fome evil purpofe ? Mr. Emmet concluded by 
hoping the Court would not do fo great an in- 
juftice to the plaintiff as to expunge from his de- 
L % 
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claration or bill that which was true and which 
was alfo material to his a&ion. 

The Chief Juftice afked Mr. Mc. Nally whether 
he intended to offer any thing further againft the 
motion. 

Mr. Mc, Nolly faid he was certainly fully pre- 
pared to prove before his country, that the Great 
Seal of England was incompetent to appoint any 
legal jurifdi&ion or office of ftate in Ireland j 
which, fince the revolution or 178a, could not 
be confidered as bound by any delegated power 
from the Crown of Great Britain, Whenever 
tike authority of Ireland came to be queftioned* 
whether in the Common Pleas, the King's Bench, 
or before parliament, he had no doubt of being 
able to (hew from conftitutional principles, il- 
luftrated by facred authorities, that Letters Pa- 
'tent under the Great Seal of Great Britain were 
inefficient and inoperative in Ireland— He had 
determined not to fpeak to this queftion till ic 
came in a more folemn manner before the court 
by the pleading of the defendant, but as the 
point had been broken by the motion before the 
court, he would make one obfervation which he 
confidered of weight— it was this. In 1782 it 
became a queftion • in what manner the royal af- 
fent mould be given to bills, the King of Ire- 
land being refident in Great Britain, and a bill 
was brought into the Iriih Commons, he believed 
by Mr. Yelverton, now Lord Chief Baron, to 
adjuft that very ferious point. By this Bill it 
enacted, that all Bills, in order to receive the 
royal aflent, mould be tranfmitted to England 
under the Great Seal of Ireland, and having re- 
ceived the royal aflent there, be returned under 
the Great Seal of England into Ireland. Now, 
faid Mr. Mc. Nally, if, in the opinion of the 
Legiflature of Ireland, the Great Seal of Eng . 
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land had recognition in Ireland, why ena& a 
Statute to give it recognition in any particular in- 
Itance? .This aft he faid might be confidered as 
an exception, ftrengthening the general and great 
conftitutional pOfiti«n then before the Court, that 
the Great Seal of England was not recognized in 
this independant country. 

Mr* Attorney Genera/affurtd the court that it wa« 
not the intention of the Chancellor to delay the 
trial ; but that his Lordfhip would take defence 
with all poflible expedition. 

L$rd Carleton. This writ of fummons having 
been returned, and an attefted copy of the Decla- 
ration or Bill having been produced, the proceed- 
ings are before the court, and they have judicial 
knowledge* of the exceptionable parts. 

The queftion is narrowed by what has fallen 
from the plaintiff's counfel ; they deny that tho 
Lord Lieutenant has legal authority, and the court 
ought not to entertain a doubt for a moment of 
its duty to fatisfy the public that there is a legal 
government in the country. The manner in which, 
the queftion has been difouTed forces the court to> 
this declaration, for if the arguments of counfel 
bejuft, there neither is, nor has been for agespaft, 
a legal government in Ireland. 

It is true as has been ftated by one of the plain- 
tiff's counfel, that, if fcandalous matter inferted 
in the declaration or bill be relevant, and has a 
tendency to encreafe damages, the court will not 
expunge it merely becaufe it is fcandalous matter j 
but that it is not the cafe hear. — It is not relevant 
to, or material for the plaintiff 's cafe, and there- 
fore the infertion of it was not neceffary. 

The court will take notice that Lord Weft; 
jnoreland is legally Lord Lieutenant of Ireland* 

is 
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The court of Exchequer has decided fo, and 
the public good requires that we fhould decide 
fo. *~ • 

We are bound to know the privy council and 
its powers, we are bound to know it as a privy- 
council by right. 

An objection was once made in the court of 
Common Pleas, in a cafe wherein Baron Power 
was the plaintiff, that it did not appear upon the 
record that he was one of the King's Judges ; but 
we were bound to take notice judicially, that he? 
was one of the King's Judges; and fo we are 
"bound to take notice judicially, that the Earl of 
Weftmoreland is Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
and that the privy council are the privy council of 
Ireland. 

The infertion, as I have before faid, was not 
neceffary. If the publication complained of by 
the plaintiff be a libel, that will be matter for 
further inveftigation. The authority from whence 
it iffued rauft either be ihewn in a plea of juftifi- 
cation or in evidence upon a trial, and, if the 
queftion can poflibly be agitated, then will be the 
plaintifl's time to controvert it. 

The writ of fummons has been returned, and 
is now in court ; though it bears the fignature of 
the Chief Juftice, it never undergoes, but iffues 



If any evil confequences enfue from this dif- 
cuffion, they muft be imputed to the plaintiff, and 
thofe concerned for him, who inferted the excep- 
tionable words in the pleadings, and not to tKe 
Officers of the Crown, who brought forward the 
motion. 

The other three Juftices coincided with the 
Chief, and it was. 
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Ordered, 

That the Writ of Summons be quajhed, and tht 
nvords which alledge or quejiion that John Earl of 
Weftmor eland is not of right Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, or that the Privy Council of Ireland, is 
not the Privy Council thereof <where<ver thej occur 
in the declaration or Bill, be 'forthwith expunged by 
the proper officer ; the fame being fcandafous and im- 
pertinent. 



»y the LORD LIEUTENANT and COUNCIL or 



Vjr HEREAS the Serjeant at Arms of the Ho- 
norable Houfe of Commons, being called before 
the faid Houfe on Wednefday the Twenty-iecond 
Day of February Inftant, he informed the faid 
Houfe that he had difpatched Three of the meffen- 
<gers attending faid Houfe, to execute the order 
for taking into his Cuttody James Napper Tandy, 
one of whom being brought to'the Bar, informed 
the Houfe, that he went to the Dwelling-Houfe of 
James Tandy in Chancery-lane, where he arretted 
the laid J ' rues Napper Tandy, and mewed him the 
Warrant, and his Authority ; that the faid James 
Napper Tandy went into a Parlour, as if for hi« 
Hat, but {hut the door, and made his Efcape, as 
he fuppofed through a Window. 

AND whereas on the fame day, It wasrefolved 
by the Houfe of Commons, that the faid James 
Napper Tandy having been arretted by a warrant 
Mr. Speajcer, ilfued by the Order of the faid Houf$ 
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And having made his Efcape from the Officer of 
laid Houfe who arretted him, has been guilty of 
of a grofs Violation of the Privileges of the laid 
•Houfe. 

AND whereas an humble Addrefs hath been 
prefented unto us, by the Knights, Citizens and 
Burgefles, in Parliament aflembled, that we would 
be gracioufly pleafed to iflue our Proclamation for 
apprehending the faid James Napper Tandy, 
with a Promife of Reward for the fame. 

NOW we, the Lord Lieutenant and Council* 
have thought fit to iflue this our Proclamation, 
hereby requiring and commanding all Perfons 
whatfoever to difcoverand apprehend, or caufe the 
faid James Napper Tandy to be difcovered and 
apprehended, and carry him before fbme of our 
Juftices of the Peace, or Chief Magiftrates of the 
County, town, or Place where he (hall be appre- 
hended, who are relpectively required to lecure 
the faid James Napper Tandy fo apprehended, 
and thereof to give fpeedy notice to the Right 
Honourable the Speaker of the Houfe of commons, 
the Serjeant at Arms attending the faid Houfe, and 
to the Clerk of the Council, to the end he may be 
forthcoming to be dealt withal, and proceeded 
again ft according to Law. , 

AND for the Prevention of the Efcape of the 
iaid James Napper Tandy into Parts beyond the 
Seas, we do require and command all Officers of 
the Cuftoms, and other Officers and Subjects of 
and in the refpe&ive Ports and Maritime Towns, 
and Places within the Kingdom of Ireland, that 
they and every of them in their refpe&ive Places 
and Stations within the faid Kingdom, be careful 
and diligent in the Examination cf all Perfons that 
ihall pais, or endeavour to pafs beyond the Seas 5 
and if they fhall difcover the faid James Napper 
Tandy, then to caufe him to be apprehended 
ondfecured, and to give Notice thereof as afortfaid. 
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AND *re do hereby ftriftly Charge and Com- 
mand all Perfons, as they willanfwer the contrary 
at their Perils, that they do not any ways conceal 
"but to difcover him, the faid James Napper Tandy, 
to the End he may be fecured 5 and for the Encou- 
ragement of all Perfons to be diligent and [careful 
in endeavouring to difcover and apprehend the 
laid James Napper Tandy, we do hereby further 
declare, that whofoever mall difcover and appre- 
hend him, the faid James Napper Tandy, and lhall 
bring him before fome Juftice of the Peace, or 
Chief Magiftrate as aforefatd, lhall have and receive 
as a Reward for the difcovering, apprehending 
and bringing him, the faid James Napper Tandy, 
before fuch Juftice of the Peace, or Chief Magi f- 
trate as aforefaid, the Sum of FIFTY PONNDS. 

Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, the 
*3dDay of February, 179a. 

yitz-Gibbon, C. John FofteY. J. Parnell. 
Henry King. William Conyngham. James 
Cuff. J. Monck Mafon. R. Hobart. Arthur 
Wolfe. James Fitzgerald. Geo. Warde. 

GOD Save the KING. 
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March 14, 1 794 J 



TH* SOCIETY op UNITED IRISHMEN on 
DUBLIN, 
to the PEOPLE of IRELAND. 



VV E fubmitted to your confideration fach a 
plan for your equal reprefentation, as would, in 
our judgment, if carried into effect:, give, you 
your juft and conftitutional weight in the legis- 
lature. We exulted in the thought that our ex- 
ertions had contributed to raife the public mind 
to that elevated point, from which it might view 
it's widely extended rights ; from which it might 
difcover the real infignificancfr of every propofal 
towards reform, that fhould not feek the full 
meafure of iuftice j which mould not give t© all, 
who were iiftny degree bound by the law, the 
power of chufing thofe who made the law. We 
thought the fimplicity of the Plan the beft Teft 
of it's honefty, and that it's appeal to the com- 
mon fenfe of the nation rendered any explanation 
of it's principles unneceffary. We are, how- 
ever, now called upon to juftify it's primary prin- 
ciple by the objections, which nave fince been 
raifed againft it ; and mould we fucceed, our tri- 
umph muft be that of argument over invective, 
of reafon over prejudice, and of juftice over 
power. 

It is an apprehenfion with fome that fliould 
every man be allowed to vote for a reprefenta- 
tion in parliament, the monarchy and artfto 
cracy of the Conftitution would foon be overborne 
and deftroyed by the exorbitant power and re- 




Digitized by 



Google 



( I<>1 ) 

publican fpirit of the democracy. Let it be rt- 
tnembered, that the Britifli Constitution has 
amply provided againft the probability of fuch an 
event. It has appointed a fole executive officer, 
■nvefted with prerogatives to ftrengthen the exe- 
cutive power, and with a certain portion of le- 
gislative authority to defend thofe prerogatives. 
It has inftituted a fubftantial ariftocracy, not 
deriving all it's weight and authority merely 
from the king's patents, but hereditary, and 
poflefling a mafs of property, by which, backed 
and fipported, if neceftary, by the executive 
prerogatives and legiflative authority of the 
crown, it is enabled to withftand the attacks of 
the democracy. Away then with this idle ap- 
prehenfion— Can any danger attach upon fo much 
influence and fo much power * On the contrary, 
can any thing mort of pure democracy maintain 
againft them the integrity and independence of 
the Houfe of Commons ? 

But it is faid that the lower dafles of the com- 
munity, being without property, nave no ftake 
in the country, and therefore ought not to vote 
for any part of the legiilature. In confequence 
cf the reprefentative iVltem eveiy man is fuppofed 
to be either individually or by his delegate a party 
to making the laws, by which he is to be bound. 
* The elective right cannot therefore be denied 

* Altho' this is at prefent only a fuppojttion) yet 
there arc ftrong reafons for believing that it was once 
a faff, Mr. Prynne, one of the mod profound legal 
antiquarians, aflerts, that before the 8th Hen. 6th ch. 
7. every inhabitant and commoner in each County 
had a voice in the election of Knights, whether he 
were a freeholder or not." Brev. Pari. Red. p. 187, 
—Of the fame opinion feems Whitclocke. ad Whitel. 
p. Qo.— It teems very coniiderably confirmed by the 
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•n conftitutional principle to any one ; as they 
are bound by the laws as well as others. Laws 
operate on life, liberty, and property. Why- 
is property reprefented ? Becaufe it is valuable to 
the poflerfor, and may be affected by the law. 
Why mould liberty and life not be reprefented ? 
Are they not more valuable to their poffeffor, and 
may they not alio be affected by the law ? Since 
liberty and Life are the moft important objects 
of legiflation, the poorer clafs have a right to 
fome controu 1 over the legiflature, and it is juft 
that they mould exercife it. The fpirit of many 
of our laws is ariftocratic, and by no means 
calculated for the protection of the poor. To 
pafs over the remarkabie inftances of the Game 
Laws and the Stamp Aft, the latter of which, 
by operating on legal proceedings, fhuts the door 



much more important em, our criminal Code* 
1i the lower claflfes of the community had been 
represented in Parliament, when their neceflities 
firft urged fHem to infurrection and outrage, 
under the denominations of White Boys and De- 
fenders, Parliament would have enquired into 
and redrefTed their grievances, inftead oi making 
Jaws to punifti them with death. The Acts, which 
are prohibited by many of our lawsare crimes : but 
the punifliments, inflicted by thofe laws, are fttil 
greater crimes. The reafon of this difproportion 

word of the 7th Hen. 4 ch. 15.— And Sir Thomas 
Smyth in his commonwealth p. 37. has the following 
■words " every EnglHhman is intended to be prefent 
in Parliament, either in perfon, or by procuration or 
attorney, of what pre-eminence, Hate, dignity, or 
.quality foever he be, from the prince to the lowest 
. iwribn in England, and the confent of the Parliament 
yfciakea to be every man's confent.?' 



of juftice againft the 




ihall refer to a 
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is, that the rich' man is never guilty of fheep- 
ftealing, and the poor man has no one to plead 
his caufe in the fenate. 

If, however, it be a principle that no man, 
who does not contribute to the fupport of go- 
vernment, mould be mediately or immediately 
concerned in legiflation, fuch principle would be 
no exclufion of the poor, for they s contribute in 
proportion to their means. The pooreft man in 
the land pays taxes for his fire, his candle, 
for his potatoes, and his cloathing : and the poor- 
er he is, the greater occafion he has for a vote to 
protect what little he has, which is neceflary not 
to his qualification merely, but to his very exift- 
ence. He has a property in his labour, and in 
the value it will bring in the market, the field, 
or the manufactory : a property, on account of 
it's fmallnefs, of more real value to him than 
• thoufands of pounds to the rich and luxurious : 
a property, which muft render him more inte- 
refted in the honeft difpofal of the public money, 
fince one additional tax may crufh him, than 
thofe can be who receive that public money by 
virtue of places without employment and peniions 
without merit. Property is, merely the collection 
of labour : it potteries the very fame qualities be- 
fore, as after, it is collected into a heap} and 
the fcattered labour of the low eft ranks is as 
real, and ought to be as really reprefented as the 
moft fixed and folid property. Reafbn, we think, 
fays this j and fad experience has manifefted, that 
giving political power exclufively to property col- 
lected, not to the mafs of living labour, has been , 
in all ages, and particularly in modern times, the" 
true caufe of feudality, of vaflalage, and of arii- 
tocratic defpotilm. 

ir it is alio ui'ed as an argument, that altho' in 
l^fcbeyry every man ihas a right to vote, yet the ex» 
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-trcife of that right among us would be imprac- 
ticable or attended with outrage, from the multi- 
tude of voters. To that we anfwer, that the 
practicability of the meafure depends on a few 
regulations, which, we apprehend, could be eafily 
contrived lo render elections practicable and tran- 
quil. Let there be a divifion of the kingdom 
into parts, fufticiently fmall, and, as nearly as 
poflible, equal with refpect to population, and let 
the feveral elections annually commence and con- 
clude throughout the kingdom on one and the 
fame day. 

Some friends to univerfal fufFrage in a new 
country urge a local objection to it's being ap- 
plied to Ireland- They fay that the lower claftes 
of people in this country are peculiarly unfit for 
the extrciie of fufFrage on account or their ex- 
treme ignorance. We know of no defcription 
of people in this country are peculiarly unfit for 
the exercife of their rights : and if we did, we 
would fit them for it by giving it to them. What 
has made thofe claffes fo extremely ignorant ? 
The privation of thofe rights, which, if enjoy- 
ed, would have procured them knowledge. Ap- 
ply the reverie of that^ which has debafed, and 
it will exalt them. Give them the elective fran- 
chile, and let them exercife it directly. It is not 
juft to judge of what the people would be, when 
embodied into the cordhtution of their count iy, 
from their prefent urate yf debafement, in which 
they feel thcmielves unconnected with it. We 
trutt that our countrymen, even the pooreft, who 
are now itigmatized .with the appeilations cf 
Swine, Wretches, and Rabble, would, if reftored 
to their rights, evince an elevation of fentiment, 
which, fetting every fpecies cf corruption at de- 
fiance, mult numbic the pride of wealth by the 
iuperior luftre of virtuous poverty. 
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Indeed the local circumftances feem to us rathir 
in favour of introducing it into Ireland. We 
have lately had occafion, in confidering the Ca- 
tholic claims, to examine into the foundations of 
government. The Catholic has taught all Ire- 
land, that to be taxed or legiflated for, without 
being reprefented, is an opppreflion, which finks 
the fufferer into a flave. He in lifted on his rigl^t 
to the elective fuffrage, becaufe he was bound by 
the laws, and contributed to the expences of the 
flate. The doctrine, once broached, can never 
l>e forgotten ; and the remaining flave, whom re- 
form mail not have raifed to the rank of citizen, 
will remember the argument of the Catholic, and 
sdk himfelf " am I not bound by the laws } and 
<c do I not, in my humble fphere, contribute tc 
t€ the expences of the ftate ? Why am I not re, 4 
" prefented? Is it not my right? and (hall I n<£ 
«« infift upon my right." Sooner or later tj^ 
meafure muft come. The eternal principle ^ 
juftice will be repeated in louder and louder tontj 
until at length it muft be heard and obferveL 
Why then not now? Why leave behind a fou^£ 
of new reforms, perhaps, of convulfions ? If ij 
form only communicate power to a greater nuf 
ber, and do not give liberty to all, it will o^~ 
ftrengthen the ruling, and weaken the oppret 
body ? fo that when the flave iliall have acqu; ^* 
fufficient courage to fpeak, the obltinacy of*, 
citizen will compel him to a£L We cannot for, en 
the language made ufeof to intimidate the Cat' 
he from profecuting his claims, and that thbfe ^ 
claims, Ihortly after having been rejected with fc ' 
was admitted with refpeft. The fame line of g u 
dence and wiltlom will, we are perl'uaded, be p^jjjj 
ed in the cafe of reform, whenever convincing e 
of the public fentiment fliall be received oj ... 
l'ubjtft, and the kingdom, by the reftorat Jj^ 
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univerfal fuffrage, be delivered over to uninter- 
rupted peace and happinefs. 

Contemplating this grateful profpeft, we fmile, 
with much internal fatisfattion, on hearing thole 
intemperate and abufive expreflions, which the 
members of oppofition mike ufe of againft this 
Society* We fmile at their inability to conceal 
the vexation and difappoinrment they have felt 
on finding themfelves forfaken by the People— 
{That people, whofe majefty they infult, but 
whofe forbearance they at the fame time folicit,) 
on finding themfelves falling, like the often- 
tatious Balloon, from that height, to which they 
had rifen by a fort of inflammable levity, and 



favour. We fmile at the curious coalition of po- 
litical parties againft our Society — to fee them all 
club their wifdom and their wit, to manifeft to 
the whole country that we are really formidable 
*— but we are rather inclined to pity that forced fra- 
ternity, that monftrous conjunction which, in 
h>ite of the horror of inftinct, and the antipathy 
Y nature, can join in one common effort the 
€ ^gheft Genius with the loweft Ribaldry— How 
^-eat muft be the panic that can unite fuch ex- 
1 '.ernes! We can bear, as we have borne, the 
f ^nmon place invective againft this Society *. but 
J u i feel fome indignation, when they, who mould 
£Sk on themielves as the purchafed property of 
S people 5 to whofe fortune every man, even 
tn w Beggar on the Bridge" has contributed; 

im the " /bouts of the Mob" have raifed to 
^ re . height of their Fame — When fuch men in- 
h>w| Jh againft armed Beggary and Shabby Sedi- 
to . we cannot but remember a time, when the 
wh, J; adjunct to their own names was " Shabby 
nancy Seditious Incendiaries/* It is not manly, 
iupei lot j egorous t0 fa^i QUt this contumelious 



there fuftained folely by 
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language agamft the great mafi of mankind. 
The ufe of contemptuous terms difpofes to con- 
temptuous treatment, and thofe, whom we vilify 
as Mob, we loon learn to (light as men. It is 
the unequal partition of rights, and what remits 
from this, the arrogance of power, and the abate- 
ment of poverty, which makes Mob, inftigates to 
tumult, and goads to infurre&ion. If the people 
were refpe&ed they would reverence the conftii 
tuted authorities ; but to gain this refpecl, they 
muft poffefs thofe rights, which are the preroga- 
tive of their nature, and the worth of manhood. 
* Oppofition feem furprifed that the people mould 
view their debates with indifference. We will 
tell them the reafon. It is becaufe nothing paffes 
of a nature to animate and intereft that people—* 
nothing, from which an individual can promife 
himfelf more happinefs, or the community more 
iplendour — it is becaufe enthufiafm no longer 
lights up the countenance of Grattan, and fwells 
every heart with fomething great and good, and 
with a profpect of fomething greater and better- 
it is becaufe there appears no internal fpring of 
action, no fixture of character j but good and bad 
qualities, as it were, external, and neither vir- 
tues nor vices their own. It is becaufe once in 
feven years the people are treated as Majefty, 
and in the interval maltreated as Mob. 

We have not in our Plan of Reform paled in 
little parks of ariftocracy — Our Plan has not been 
defcribed with a pair of compafTes, nor have we 
defaced with childifli circles the fyftem of nature, 
and the chart of the Conftitution. There is no 
truth in any political fyftem, in which the Sun 
of Liberty is not placed in the centre, with 
knowledge to enlighten, and benevolence to 
warm and invigorate ; with the fame ray to gild 
the palace and illuminate the Cottage. The 
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Earth moves laid Gallieo, and the Sun ftandte 
ftill. He was imprifoned for the heretical afTer- 
tion, for a libel againft the laws of nature, and 
for exciting fedition among the liars— But the 
Earth moves notwithftanding ; and in fpite of 
fine, imprifonment, pillory and trarffportation, 
the Rights of Man are the immoveable centre of 
the Britifh Conftitution, that has hitherto rfcgu» 
lated time* and determined Revolutions, 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN 
•? the CITY or DUBLIN. 



X HE Society is conftituted for the purpofe of 
forwarding a brotherhood of affection, an iden- 
tity of interefts, a communion of rights, and an 
union of power, among Irifhmen of all religious 
perfuafions, and thereby obtaining an impartial 
and adequate reprefenration of the Nation in Par-i 
liament. 

The members of this Society are either ordi-. 
nary or honorary. 

Such perfons only are eligible as honorary 
members, who have diftinguilhed themfelves by 
promoting the liberties of mankind, and are not 
inhabitants of Ireland. 

Every candidate for admillion into the Society, 
whether as an ordinary or honorary member, 
ihall be propofed by two ordinary members, who 
fhall fign a certificate of his being, from their 
knowledge of him, a fit perfon to be admitted — 
that he has feen the reft, and is willing to take 
it : This certificate, delivered to the Secretary, 
fhall be read from the Chair at the enfuing meet- 
ing of the Society ; and on the next fubiequent 
night of meeting the Society fhall proceed to the 
election. — The names and additions of the can- 
didate, with the names of thofe by whom he has 
been propofed, fhall be inferred in the iummons 
for the night of election. — The election, thall 
be conducted by ballot, and if oner fifth of tlie 




Digitized by 



Google 



( 20O ^ 

number of beans be black, the candidate fhmd* 
reje&ed. The election, with *-efpe& to an ordi- 
nary member, (hall be void, if he does not at- 
tend within four meetings afterwards, unlefe he 
can plead fome reafonable cxciife for his abfence. 

Every perfon elected a member of the Society, 
whether honorary or ordinary, mall previous to 
his admiffion, take and fubfcribe the following 
teft : ' " . ' _ 

" I A. B. in the prefence of God, do' pledge 
€t myfelf to my country, that I will ufe all my 
'* abilities and influence in the attainment of 
ss an impartial and adequate reprefehtation of the 
* l Irifli nation in Parliament; and as a means 
* c of abfolute and immediate neceflity in the 
** eftablifhment of this chief good of Ireland, I 
€t will endeavour, as much as lies in my ability, 
** to forward a brotherhood of affection, an iden- 
** tity of interefts, a communion of rights, and 
€t an union of power among Irtfljftien of all reli- 
« gious perfuafions j without which every reform 
" in Parliament muft be partial, not national, 
* s inadequate to the wants, delufive to the wifhes, 
" and insufficient for the freedom and happinefs 
** of this country. 

A member of another Society of United IrHh- 
men being introduced to the Prefident by a mem- 
ber of this Society, mall, upon producing a cer- 
tificate figned by the Secretary, and fealed with 
the Seal of the Society to which he belongs, and 
taking the before- mentioned teft, be thereupon 
admitted to attend the fittings of this Sociejy. 

The officers of the Society mall confift of a 
Prefident, Treafurer and Secretary, who (hall be 
feverally ejected every three months, viz. on every 
firft night of meeting in the months of Novem- 
ber, February, May and Auguft j the election to 
be determined by * ach member prefent writing oh 
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9 piece of paper the names of the objecY of hit 
choice, and putting it into a box — The majority 
of votes /ball decide — If the votes are equal, the 
JVefideut (hall have a casing voice. No perfon, 
lhall be capable of being re- eletted to any office 
for the quarter next fucceeding. the determination 
of his o^ce. In cafe of an occafional vacancy in 
any office by death or otherwiie, the Society mall 
on the next night of meeting, elecl: a perlbn to 
the fame for the remainder of the quarter. 

The Society mall meet on every fecond Friday 
night — oftenej if neceffary. — The Chair /hall be 
taken at eight o'Clock from 29th September to 
a 5th March, and at nine o'Clock from 25th March 
to 3.9th September. Fifteen members lhall form 
a quorum. No new bufinefs mall be introduced 
after ten o'Clock. 

Every relpecl and deference mall be paid to the 
Prefident — his chair mall be railed three fteps 
above the feats of the members — the Treafurer 
and Secretary /ball have feats under him, two 
Heps above the feats of the members. — On his 
rifing from his Chair and taking off his hat, 
there muft be filence, and the members be feated. 
« — He mall be judge o£ order and propriety, be 
impowered to direct an apology, and to fine re- 
fractory members in any fum not above one 
Crown. — If the member relufe to pay the firfe, 
or make the apology, he is thereupon expelled 
from the Society. 

There lhall be a Committee of Conftitution, of 
Finance, of Correfpondence, and of Accommo- 
dation. — The Committee of Con/litution mail 
coniift or Rme members, that of Finance of feven 
members, that of Correfpondence of five raem- 
bers.-~Each Committee /hall, independent of oc- 
ttalional reports, make general reports on eveiy 
quarterly meeting. The Treafurer /hall be under 
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tne dlre&ion of the Committee of Finance, and 
the Secretary under the direction of the Commit- 
tee of correfpondence. The election for Com- 
mittees mail be on every quarterly meeting, and 
decided by the majority of rotes. 

In order to defray the neceflary expences, and 
eftabliftr a fund f©r the ufe of the Society, each 
ordinary member mail on his election pay to the 
l^reafurer, by chofe who propbftd frim., one Gui- 
nea admiffion fee, and alio oneUuinea annually, 
by half yearly payments, on every firft night or* 
meeting in November and 'May; the firft pay T 
ment thereof to be on the firft night of meeting 
in November 179^. . On every quarterly meeting 
following, the names of the defaulters* as they 
appear in the Treafury-book,. mall be read from 
the chair—If any member after the lecond read- 



exclude^ the Society, unlefs he can mew lome 
realbnable excufe for his default. 

The Secretary mail be futrWiied with the* fol- 
lowing feal, viz, a Harp--»cttiithe top " / am 
" new ftrung\" at the bottom I will be heard " 
and on the exergue " Society of United Irifomm 
« of Dublin * 

No motion for an alteration of, or additionto, 
the constitution mall be made but at the quarterly 
meetings, and notice of fuch motion mall be 
given fourteen days previous to thofe meetings— 
If upon fuch motion the Society mall fee ground 
for the propofed alteration or addition, the fame 
mall be referred to the proper committee, with 
inftru&ions to report on the next night of meet- 
ing their opinion thereon 5 and upon fuch report 
the. queftion mall be decided by the Society, 




fubfcription, he mall be 
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*T H O MAS MUIR. 

4*6 the SOCIETY of UNITED IRISHMEN 

or DUBLIN. 

•At this period, to exprefs* to you my zeal In 
your ca^fe, and my attachment to your Society 
Would be fuperftttous and unbecoming. Upon 
the eve, of heing, perhaps for ever, feparated 
from this country and from civilized life, I de- ' 
part in the firm,*xm**4flfoh, that your future pro- 
ceedings, will be correfponding to the preceding, 
that your conduct will be marked by that calm 
but dignified fortitude, which becomes the ad- 
herents of freedom, that, trampling upon in-» 
trigue, and triumphing over defpotifm you mull 
finally accomplifh the emancipation of Ireland. 

In your immortal addrefs, which I had rhe ho- 
nour of prefcntihg to the firft Convention in 
Scotland, youi hafle- faid " away from us rind 
" from our children* thofe puerile antipathies, 
" fo unworthy of the manhood' of nations, which 
« c infulate individuals as well as countries, and 
«« drive the citizen back to the favage. We 
iC efteem and we refpeft you." * Let me in the 
name of my country prefume to entreat the con- 
tinuance of your efteem, for thfe ptix mafs of 
the people in Scotland. They deferye your efteem. 
In the holy caufe of national freedom, they are 
actuated by the fame fpirit which animates you. 
Towards you their hearts burn with affection* 
Thole- barriers which a cruel policy had fet up, 
to feparate nation from nation, are now broken 
down. Of titled diftin&ion and of hatighty opu- 
lence, they cannot boaft, but they polfefs a better 
treafure — virtue — virtue the only fure pledge 
of the exiftence and of the continuation of pa- 
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triotifm. With clean hands, and with pure 
hearts, they are worfliippers along with you in 
that temple which is truly Catholic— The ample 
earth its area, and the arch of Heaven its dome. 

Permit me to congratulate your Society, upon 
the incorruptible integrity of its members, who 
have ftood the teft of perfecution. Thefe indi- 
viduals are both a pledge for, and a fpecimen of 
the general body. Their fufFerings impofe a fo- 
lemn obligation upon you, to adhere to that 
4 caufe, of which they have been the firft martyrs. 
Not difcouraged, by what they at prefent endure, 
you will perfevere and imitate their example, 
and in exile, in the recefles of a dungeon, if need 
be, you will exhibit yourfelves worthy of the ho- 
nour of having been the aflociates of James 
Napper Tandy, of Simon Butler of Oliver Bond, 
and of James Reynolds, 

To have been introduced to 1 you by Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan, conftitutes my higheft pride. 
To participate with him in common frittering 
conftitutes my bell diftinction. 

THOMAS MUIR. 

Vertfrnouthi loth March, 1794. 

Sttrprixt Tr an/port, fir Botany Bay* 
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Thf following papers was accidentia emitted iM 
their proper places. 



ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN* 
in the Chair. 

JOHN BOURKE, Secretary. 

j/V COMMITTEE appointed by this Society 
to take into confideration tne profecution of Jamefc 
jtfapper Tandy, purfuant to an order of the 
Houre of Commons, for ah alledged breach of 
privilege, and his acquittal thereof by his coun- 
try, having prefented their report, it was there* 
upon. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Houfe 
of Commons having in the firft inftance inflicted 
pun i foment without proof of guilt, and in the 
iecond, profecuted tor imputed offence, when 
twelve refpec"table citizens on oath have not been 
able to find proof fufficient to convict 5 and having 
thus attempted to add the penalties of the law 
to the exercife of an arbitrary power 5 this So- 
ciety do congratulate the people of Ireland, that 
the integrity and difcernment of a Dublin Jury, 
have interfered to protect the caufe of juftice and 
the Conftitution in the perfon of a fellow citizen. 
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November \ \6tb y 1791* 
To THOMAS BRAUGHAL, Efq. Chairman 

of the MEETING of CATHOLICS 

or DUBLIN. 

SIR, 

The Society of United Iri/hmen of Dublin, 
have received your communication of the pro- 
ceedings of the Catholics of this City, with great 
fatisfaftion. 

From our zeal to promote the reftoration of 
Catholic Rights, we can derive no merit as we 
are a&ua'ted no lefs by con fi derations of intereft, 
than thofe of duty. 

In found policy, Catholic and Proteftant Rights 
are the fame. It was by weak and wicked po- 
licy that they were difunited, however, our cafes 
are not fo very different, for they exhibit little 
more than an equal diftribution of wrongs. 

You certainly reflect our fentiments while you 
reclaim the radical principle of political afTocia- 
tion, that a delegated body can not, without 
ufurpatfon, exercife the power of annihilating 
their creators, and we' lament that it is not pof- 
fible inftantly to extirpate, along with the prece- 
dent, the very memory of the aft which disfran- 
ckiles the mafs of the people. 

We are with all due refpeft, 

your moft obedient humble fervants, 
WILLIAM DRENN AN, Chairman. 
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December 2.0th, 1793- 



-the SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN or 



X HE Society taking into confideration the 
oppreflive attempt in Edinburgh to ftifle the 
voice of the people, through the Britirti Conven- 
tion, and the fpirited and truly patriotic refinance 
to that attempt. 

resolved, that all or any of the members 
of the Britirti Convention, and of the patriotic 
Societies, which delegated members to that Con- 
vention, (hall be received as brothers and mertu 
bers of this Society. 



DUBLIN. 




MAGNA EST VERITAS 



ET 



PR^VALEBIT. 
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